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Kejriwal lays stone for 
362-bed trauma centre 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Sunday laid the 
foundation stone for a 362- 
bed trauma centre at the 
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial 
Hospital. Expected to be 
ready in 18 months, the 
trauma centre will have ICU 
beds, emergency beds, and 
six operation theatres. 

CITY ►PAGE 2 


IFUTURE IAS 


I AN ALCHEMIST OF CIVIL SERVICES I 


PRELIMS TEST SERIES 2020 

? 4,999/- ynireiEi 


j Biinfo@futureias.co.in ED 93339-94449 


EDUCATIONPLUS M PAGES 


A week after high-profile MoU, questions cloud Petronet-Tellurian deal 


Shares of Indian PSU tanked amid concerns over prices, lack in demand and long-term lock-in period of investment without final agreement 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 
T.C.A . SHARAD RAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI 

One week after it was an¬ 
nounced with considerable 
fanfare at the start of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vi¬ 
sit to the United States, sev¬ 
eral loose ends are yet to be 
tied up in the $2.5 billion 
(^17,668 crore) investment 
planned by Indian PSU Pe- 
tronet in American LNG 
company Tellurian. 

According to information 
with The Hindu, the first 
sign of trouble for the deal 
came at the signing itself on 
September 21, when it be¬ 
came clear that what was 
signed in the presence of Mr. 


Modi was not the actual 
agreement, but only a se¬ 
cond Memorandum of Un¬ 
derstanding (MoU). 

On February 14, Petronet 
and Tellurian had already 
signed an MoU for 5 million 
tonnes of LNG a year and an 
18% equity stake. Tellurian 
Inc. had promised to “make 
a final investment decision 
and begin construction in 
the first half of 2019” for its 
Driftwood LNG project in 
Louisiana and had been ne¬ 
gotiating to complete the 
agreement in time for Mr. 
Modi’s visit. 

Asked why the deal could 
not be signed in time. Tellur¬ 
ian said the current MoU 


was more focused, without 
giving details of how it dif¬ 
fered from the previous one. 

“Petronet had been eval¬ 
uating what type of volumes 
they needed and were ready 
to get more specific with this 
MOU. Over the coming 
months, we will be negotiat¬ 
ing contract details and aim 
to complete documentation 
in March 2020,” senior vice- 
president, public affairs and 
communication at Tellurian 
Inc., Joi Lecznar, stated in 
written replies to The 
Hindu. 

Petronet stocks plunged 
7% when Indian markets 
opened last Monday, over 
news of the massive invest¬ 


ment plan in the U.S. 

A report by news agency 
PTI - which Petronet did not 
deny - said the Indian com¬ 
pany’s board had disfa¬ 
voured the Tellurian deal at 
a meeting in May 2019. 

Board worried 

Reasons for the board’s dis¬ 
quiet included major price 
drops in LNG, India’s de¬ 
mand shortfall, expected 
LNG supply from the Indian 
market and a negative expe¬ 
rience with “locking in” con¬ 
tracts for a long period. 

Worried by the stock pric¬ 
es, it is learnt that Petronet 
officials held a conference 
call with major investors to 


reassure them about the 
deal with Tellurian. 

Petronet LNG did not res¬ 
pond to email and phone qu¬ 
eries by the time of publica¬ 
tion of this story. 

A government official pri¬ 
vy to the deal negotiations, 
however, told The Hindu: 
“The pricing of gas is vola¬ 
tile. What looks like a bad 
deal now will look brilliant 
when prices change, and 
they will, and vice-versa.” 

Apart from the prices, a 
bigger problem is the de¬ 
mand deficit for LNG, given 
the recent downturn in ma¬ 
nufacturing. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 



Still in the works: On February 14 this year, Petronet and 
Tellurian signed an MoU for 5 million tonnes of LNG. 



No respite 


Struggling with the flood: Rescuers shifting residents to safety in Patna on Sunday. Heavy rain battered Bihar for the third day, 
claiming 18 lives. Streets and rail tracks went under water, and business establishments were marooned. ■ pti (page 9) 


EC cuts short disqualification 
term of Sikkim CM Tamang 

The BJP ally was convicted for graft, and faced a six-year ban on contesting polls 


Much-needed relief 

P.S. Tamang was found guilty of corruption in a cow 
distribution scheme while he was the Animal Husbandry Minister 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Sikkim Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang, who had 
been barred from contesting 
elections for six years after 
the completion of a one-year 
prison term for graft in 2018, 
was granted a reprieve by 
the Election Commission of 
India (ECI), which reduced 
the disqualification period to 
just a year and a month. 

While he did not contest 
the Assembly election held 
earlier this year, the Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha (SKM) 
leader and BJP ally was ap¬ 
pointed as Chief Minister. 

Following the ECI order, 
he will now be eligible to 
contest elections. 

In their order on Sunday, 
Chief Election Commission¬ 
er Sunil Arora and Election 



■ He was jailed between 
2017 and 2018, 
and was released on 
August 10,2018 


Commissioners Ashok Lava- 
sa and Sushil Chandra re¬ 
duced Mr. Tamang’s period 
of disqualification, citing 


■ He was appointed as Chief 
Minister on May 27 and needs 
to be elected to the Assembly 
within six months 

■ The EC reduced his period of 
disqualification under Section 11 
of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951 

■ It said the offence went back 
to 1996-1997, when a sentence 
of two years or more would lead 
to disqualification under the Act 

■ The Section of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1988, under 
which he was convicted, was 
omitted in an amendment in 2018 

Section 11 of the Representa¬ 
tion of the People (RP) Act, 
1951, which allows the ECI to 
reduce or remove disqualifi¬ 


cation “for reasons to be re¬ 
corded”. 

Minimum punishment 

The order said the “alleged 
offence” for which the SKM 
leader had been convicted in 
2016 went back to 1996-1997, 
when the minimum punish¬ 
ment of two years would 
lead to disqualification un¬ 
der the RP Act. 

The order noted that Mr. 
Tamang had been sentenced 
to one-year imprisonment 
on December 26, 2016, and 
the Section of the Prevention 
of Corruption Act, 1988, un¬ 
der which he was convicted, 
had been omitted in an 
amendment in 2018. He 
completed the sentence on 
August 10,2018. 


CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


E-cigarettes a 
new menace, 
says PM 


As prices soar, Centre bans onion 
exports and imposes stock limits 


6 injured as 
Pak. violates 
ceasefire 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Explaining the reason for 
the Union Cabinet’s deci¬ 
sion to ban e-cigarettes, PM 
Narendra Modi on Sunday 
said the government want¬ 
ed to prevent “a new form 
of intoxication destroying a 
demographically young 
country”. He was delivering 
his monthly radio speech, 
Mann Ki Baat. 

He said that like conven¬ 
tional cigarettes, it did not 
spread an odour as fragrant 
chemicals are added to it 
but they were harmful and 
posed a health hazard. 

DETAILS ON ► PAGE 12 


States asked to 
act against 
hoarding 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In the light of skyrocketing 
prices, the government on 
Sunday prohibited onion 
exports until further notice 
and imposed limits on the 
stocks that can be held to 
prevent hoarding. 

Government sources said 
the States had been asked 
to take “strict measures to 
prevent hoarding by trad¬ 
ers, including organising 
raids.” 



The retail price has shot up 
to ?60 a kg. At one point, 
it even touched ?80. 


“Export policy of onion 
for the item description at 
Serial Number 51 & 52 of 
Chapter 7 of Schedule 2 of 
ITC (HS) classification of Ex¬ 
port & Import Items is 
amended from free to pro¬ 


hibited till further orders,” 
an official notification said. 

In other words, “export 
of all varieties of onions, as 
described above, is prohi¬ 
bited with immediate 
effect.” 

Further, a stock limit of 
100 quintals for retail trad¬ 
ers and 500 quintals for 
wholesale traders has been 
imposed. 

The retail price has shot 
up to ?60 a kg in the me¬ 
tros. At one point, it had 
even touched Z80. A central 
buffer of 56,700 metric 
tonnes was built by the go¬ 
vernment. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAMMU 

Six persons, including a 12- 
year-old boy, were injured 
as Pakistan violated the cea¬ 
sefire for the second con¬ 
secutive day by targeting 
forward posts and villages 
with mortar shelling and 
small-arms firing in J&K’s 
Poonch district on Sunday, 
an official said. 

While four of the injured 

- three women and the boy 

- were rushed to a hospital, 
efforts were on to shift the 
other two, District Develop¬ 
ment Commissioner of 
Poonch Rahul Yadav said. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 12 


What's in a Galo name? A pointer to ancestors 



second syllable of a father’s 
name to that of a son, who 
passes on the suffix in his 
name to his son. We can 
trace the names of 
ancestors from the first 
syllable or prefix of 
our names,” Kenjum 
Bagra, a zoologist at 
Pasighat’s North 
Eastern Institute of 
Folk Medicine, said. 

Mr. Bagra is the 21st 
descendant of Memo, the 
founder of the Memo clan. 

Ethnographer Moi Bagra’s 
book Identity says the 
Memos belong to the Paktu 
Ao “clan fraternity”, one of 
22 the Galos are divided 
into. 

The Memos have nine 
sub-clans: Angu, Bagra, 


An ethnic group in Arunachal Pradesh 
can tell who started its clan 


ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN 

communities, only the Galos 
maintain genealogy through 
given names. “We have a 
system of prefixing the 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

PASIGHAT 

Can you recall the name of 
your ancestor from 20 
generations ago? Or rattle off 
the names of all your 
forefathers, right up to the 
founder of your clan or 
ethnic group, centuries ago? 

Members of the Galo 
community in Arunachal 
Pradesh can, and this is 
made possible by their 
system of naming. 

At about 1.5 lakh people, 
the Galos are one of the 26 
major communities of 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 
dominate West Siang, Lepa 


Rada and Lower Siang 
districts. They have a 
big population in 
East Siang, Upper 
Subansiri and 
Namsai districts too. 


Primeval ancestor 

The Galos belong to 
the Tani group 
inhabiting Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh, besides 
Tibet. 

They trace their common 
origin to a primeval 
ancestor, Abotani. 

But unlike the Mising 
(Assam), Adi, Apatani, 
Nyishi and Tagin, the other 


Doji, Kamnyi, Karso, Naho, 
Ngomdir, Rasa or Rame, and 
Yorsi or Kamsi. The 
numbers of sub-clans of the 
other clans vary. 

Genealogical website 

Mr. Bagra, who began 
record-keeping for Memos 
20 years ago, has created a 
genealogical site, with some 
names hyperlinked. 

Mr. Bagra’s father, at 
number 20 on the Memo 
line, is Gumken, his 
grandfather is Megum, and 
his great-grandfather is 
Gumme. The ‘me’ in his 
great-grandfather’s name 
was prefixed to his 
grandfather’s name, whose 
suffix decided his father’s 
name. 


Block-level elections in 
Jammu & Kashmir on Oct. 24 

A major push for new grassroots leadership via BDCs 



Tight security: CRPF personnel stopping vehicles amid 
restrictions in Srinagar on Saturday. ■ nissar ahmad 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

In a major push to find new 
grassroots-level leadership 
in Jammu & Kashmir, the go¬ 
vernment on Sunday an¬ 
nounced elections to the 
block development councils 
(BDCs) across the State on 
October 24. 

“Every District Develop¬ 
ment Board will have these 
elected BDC chairpersons as 
members, besides MLAs 
and MPs. At the district le¬ 
vel, these chairpersons have 
an important role in the de¬ 
velopment work of the dis¬ 
trict under the Panchayat 
Raj Act, 1989, and Rules of 
1996,” said Chief Electoral 
Officer (CEO), J&K, Shailen- 
dra Kumar. 

Much-awaited 

The much-awaited elections 
will see 26,629 elected 
Panchs and Sarpanchs elect 
310 chairpersons in the first 
phase. 

This will be followed by 
polling for 22 district-level 
chairpersons for the District 
Development Boards. The 
results will be declared the 
same day. 

“Whenever any candi¬ 
date or political party ap¬ 
proaches us for facilitating a 
level playing field, we are 
here to facilitate it,” Mr. Ku¬ 
mar said. 

Panchayat elections were 
held in J&K in November, 
and were boycotted by the 
two main regional parties - 
the National Conference 


and the Peoples Democratic 
Party - over the issue of Ar¬ 
ticles 370 and 35A. 

The elections assume sig¬ 
nificance with top leaders of 
the regional parties remain¬ 
ing under detention after 
the August 5 decision to re¬ 
voke J&K’s special status. 

The elections, which will 
empower grassroots lead¬ 
ers, will create a new politi¬ 
cal class in J&K. 

An official said a block-le¬ 
vel chairperson will have a 
Block Development Officer 
as his secretary and the Dis¬ 
trict Development Board 
chairperson will work close¬ 
ly with the District Deputy 
Commissioner in imple¬ 
menting and allocating mo¬ 
ney for development work 
at the district and block 
levels. 

The government has re¬ 
served 172 seats for Sche¬ 
duled Tribes and Scheduled 
Castes. Also, 33% reserva¬ 
tion is earmarked for wo¬ 
men Panchs and Sarpanchs. 

“Of 316 blocks, two blocks 


- one in Kulgam and one in 
Srinagar - have no elected 
Panchs or Sarpanchs. There 
are four blocks where no 
women Panchs and Sar¬ 
panchs are available for re¬ 
served seats. Thus, there 
shall be no elections there,” 
Mr. Kumar said. 

Fresh polls 

Meanwhile, the government 
said there were 12,776 va¬ 
cant seats in J&K. Around 
60% - 12,565 vacant seats - 
were from the Valley, where 
around 500 persons re¬ 
signed in the wake of mili¬ 
tant threats. 

“We have to prepare fresh 
electoral rolls before hold¬ 
ing polls for the vacant 
seats. There will be around 
2% new voters. Unless they 
are there, we cannot have 
fresh elections,” he said. 

Mr. Kumar said two 
Panchs - one in Baramulla 
and one in Kupwara - have 
been detained under Sec¬ 
tion 107 during the recent 
clampdown. 
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Sanjay Gandhi Hospital 
to get trauma centre 

Govt, says 362-bed facility expected to be ready in 18 months 


IN BRIEF 


SCERT seeks suggestions 
on 'Deshbhakti 1 course 

NEW DELHI 

The State Council of 
Educational Research and 
Training, acting on Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's 
directions, has appealed to 
the public for suggestions in 
forming a "Deshbhakti 
Curriculum". The government 
plans to introduce this course 
from the next academic year 
in all government schools 
from nursery to Class 8. 



Zoo instals screen to see 
India's oldest chimpanzee 

NEW DELHI 

In the wake of a woman 
moving the Delhi High Court 
alleging negligence in the 
treatment of the country's 
oldest chimpanzee, Rita, the 
Delhi zoo has installed a TV 
screen outside its enclosure 
for visitors to watch the ailing 
animal which cannot move 
around much. The chimpanzee 
is fighting age-related health 
problems, the official said, pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal on Sunday laid the foun¬ 
dation stone for a 362-bed 
trauma centre at the Sanjay 
Gandhi Memorial Hospital 
and said that the govern¬ 
ment would be saving ?290 
crore due to its “efficient 
functioning”. 

Expected to be ready in 18 
months, the trauma centre 
will have ICU beds, emer¬ 
gency beds and six opera¬ 
tion theatres, the govern¬ 
ment said. 

Speaking at the inaugura¬ 
tion, Mr. Kejriwal said: “Or¬ 
dinarily, large government 
hospitals across the country 
are constructed at a cost of 
H crore per bed. This hospi¬ 
tal should have cost ^362 
crore but the Delhi govern¬ 
ment is constructing it in 
just tl\ crore. This has been 
possible because Delhi has 
been an honest and efficient 
government that saves peo¬ 
ple’s tax money and is, the¬ 
refore, able to provide the 



Arvind Kejriwal 


best services to all people.” 

He added that the money 
saved would be used to 
make medicines, treatment 
and tests free for the people 
of Delhi. 

Denmark standards 

The Chief Minister claimed 
that Delhi’s healthcare mo¬ 
del was matching the health¬ 
care standards of Denmark 
which has universal health¬ 
care coverage for all in all 
the hospitals. 

“Despite the massive ex¬ 
pansion of public healthcare 
infrastructure in Delhi, 


some hospitals do see over¬ 
crowding. This is because 
people from across the 
country are coming here to 
access our hospitals. Today, 
someone from Bihar can 
take a ^500 ticket to the Cap¬ 
ital, get free treatment in our 
hospitals and return happily. 
It is a matter of great pride 
and happiness for us that the 
people of the entire country 
has confidence in Delhi go¬ 
vernment hospitals,” the 
Chief Minster said. 

Mr. Kejriwal claimed that 
no other city or nation in the 
entire world has constructed 
primary healthcare centres, 
dispensaries or clinics in 
such vast numbers. “We 
have constructed around 
700-800 mohalla clinics in 
the last five years to provide 
free healthcare facilities 
along with free medications 
to the people. We are also 
constructing polyclinics pro¬ 
viding day-care facilities to 
the patients and consisting 
of healthcare specialists,” 
said Mr. Kejriwal. 


3 more markets go 
‘plastic-free’ in city 


Air Force board to pay 
04 lakh to retired officer 

Panel order after body fails to give flat 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Three fruit and vegetable 
markets under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the South Delhi Mun¬ 
icipal Corporation were de¬ 
clared “plastic free” on 
Saturday, a senior official 
said. 

The markets are located 
at Hari Nagar, under Janak 
Setu flyover and Veer Savar- 
kar Park. A total of 90 ven¬ 
dors using approximately 
11,000 plastic bags per day 
were targeted, the official 
said. The SDMC had earlier 
declared the Tagore Garden 
market “plastic-free” and 
had announced that 20 
more such markets would be 
identified and made plastic- 
free in the coming months. 

Making these markets 
“plastic-free” is difficult as 
they involve heavy footfall 
and customers often do not 
carry their own bags, the of¬ 
ficial said. He added that 
outreach programmes were 
being organised to inform 
vendors as well as consum¬ 
ers about the harmful effects 
of plastic bags. 

The SDMC said that it had 
also joined hands with a mall 


Bhandara 
operator fined 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A “ bhandara ” organiser 
was fined ^50,000 by the 
South Delhi Municipal Cor¬ 
poration (SDMC) for using 
thermoplastic material and 
littering on Sunday. 

Field staff found that 
proper measures had not 
been taken to collect and 
dispose of used plates and 
were instead littered, the 
SDMC said. The organisers 
were issued challans under 
NGT Act sections. 

As part of its efforts to 
ban single-use plastic, the 
SDMC said that officials have 
been told to keep a check on 
such functions. 


in Saket to help carry out si¬ 
milar awareness pro¬ 
grammes in neighbouring 
markets. At least 170 shops 
and 30 eateries in the mall 
vowed to put a stop to the 
100 kg of plastic generated 
there. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The state consumer dis¬ 
putes redressal forum here 
has directed the Air Force 
Naval Housing Board to 
compensate a retired Air 
Force officer by paying over 
U>4 lakh for not delivering 
possession of a flat booked 
by the complainant under a 
housing scheme launched 
by the Board. 

Noting submissions 
made by the complainant, 
the consumer panel ob¬ 
served, “The complainant 
submitted that now after 13 
years he is no more interest¬ 
ed in the flat, particularly, 
when the same is not in 
habitable condition and the 
[Board] is demanding en¬ 
hanced cost.” 

‘Unfair clause’ 

“The complainant cannot 
be compelled to accept pos¬ 
session offered after two 
years of the stipulated pe¬ 
riod. It has also been held 
that any clause in the agree¬ 
ment which is unfair and 
unreasonable cannot be en¬ 
forced. So the clause pro- 


The complainant 
cannot be 
compelled to 
accept possession 
offered after two 
years of the 
stipulated period 

STATE CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL FORUM 

viding that allottee will not 
be entitled to any interest or 
compensation is not enfor¬ 
ceable,” the panel observed 
while referring to previous 
judgments. 

The directions came 
when a retired Air Force of¬ 
ficer approached the con¬ 
sumer panel while stating 
that the Board had failed to 
complete the project on 
time. 

Draw held 

“With an ulterior motive to 
hoodwink the allottees, the 
[Board] held draw of incom¬ 
plete flats in July 2011. The 
opposite party has not for¬ 
mally handed over the pos¬ 
session of the flat in habita¬ 
ble conditions,” read the 
complaint. 







Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

Government of India 


BHARATMALA 

ROAD TO PROSPERITY 


—* 


National Highways Authority of India 


Decongesting Delhi-NCR through 
High Speed Signal Free Highway Corridors 


/ 






Dedication to the Nation 

Meerut Expressway (Package 

6-lane Dasna Hapur Section of NH-9 

(Length-22.27 Km, Cost ? 1058 Cr.) 


Salient Features 


4.68 km long 6 lane Pilkhuwa Flyover Awarded Gold Medal 
by Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for 
Innovation in Construction Technology 

Traffic Friendly construction methodology in 
densely populated Pilkhuwa Town 

6 lane National Highway with 

2+2 lane Service Roads 
on either side in entire length 

Decongesting National Capital 
Region and Significant Reduction 
in Pollution Level 

Reduction in Travel Time 
by about 1 hour 

Major Bridge across Upper 

Ganga Canal, 7 New Minor Bridges 
and Flyover at Hapur By-Pass 

11 Vehicular Underpasses, 

2 Pedestrian Underpasses and 

2 Foot over Bridges 

6 Major Junctions and 

105 Minor Junctions 


by (SxjSgsNi- 


Nitin Gadkari 


Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 


on 


30 th September, 2019, Monday, 12:30 pm at Rajputana Inter College, Pilkhuwa, Hapur 


s ygk-3 In the August Presence of 


Gen. (Dr.) Vijay Kumar Singh Keshav Prasad Maurya 

PVSM, AVSM, YSM (Retd.) Deputy Chief Minister, 

Union Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways Uttar Pradesh 

-stsM Guest of Honour - 

Dr. Anil Agrawal Vijay Pal Singh Tomar 

Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha 


Rajendra Agarwal 

Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha 


cfU cOw ce'uiiaUy welcome 


Building a Nation, Not Just Roads 


www.facebook.com/MoRTHIndia 

www.facebook.com/NHAISocialmedia 


www.twitter.com/MoRTHIndia 

www.twitter.com/NHAISocialmedia 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


E-TENDER PRESS NOTICE 

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER. CD-VI. I&FC 
Department. Govt, or Delhi. Bharat Nagar 
Office Complex. Delhi- 110052, invites on 
behalf of the President or India, online item 
rate tender from the approved and eligible 
contractors registered with l&FC Department 
and contractor who are registerd with other 
Deptt. and got their registration verified from 
l&FC Deptt. upto 3.00 P.M. on 05.10.2019 for 
the following:- 

1. Name of Work:- Construction of side drains 

and providing & laying RMC in cross galies 
of Main gali No.2 & 3 in Sangam Vihar in 
Timarpur AC Distt. Central.( Regn. No. 340 
Part-11). Flead of Account:- 4217-Plan 

Development of Unauthorized Colonies. 
Estimate Cost:- Rs.3.75.52.754.00. 

Earnest Money: Rs.7,51,055.00, Time 
Allowed:- 12 Months (Five years free 

maintenance period). Last Date & 

Time of Submission of Bids Through 
E-Procurement Solution:- 05.10.2019 upto 
3:00 P.M.,Time & Date of Opening of 
Tender:- 05.10.2019 at 3.10 P.M. Tender ID 
No.2019_IFC_ I80704J. 

2. Name of Work:- Construction of side 

drains and providing & laying RMC in 
galies and its cross galies alongwith RME 
side in Sangam Vihar in Timarpur AC 
Distt. Central.( Regn. No. 340 ) (Part- 
VI) (near Divyansh Public School). Head 
of Account:- 4217-Plan Development or 

Unauthorized Colonies. Estimate Cost:- 

Rs. 3,92,14,681.00, Earnest Money:- 

Rs.7,84,294.00, Time Allowed:- 12 Months 
(Five years free maintenance period). 
Last Date & Time of Submission of 
Bids Through E-Procurement Solution:- 
05.10.2019 upto 3:00P.M„ Time & Date of 
Opening of Tender:-05.10.2019 till 3.10 PM. 
Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_I80705_1. 

3. Name of Work:- Construction of side 
drains and providing & laying RMC in 
Main gali or gali No. 5 & 6. and its cross 
galies, in Sangam Vihar in Timarpur AC 
Distt. Central.( Regn. No. 340 Pan-IV ). 
Head of Account:-4217-Plan Development 
of Unauthorized Colonies, Estimate 
Cost:- Rs.4,53,69,771.00. Earnest Money:- 
Rs.9,07,395.00, Time Allowed:- 12 Months 
(Five years free maintenance period). 
Last Date & Time of Submission of Bids 
Through E-Procurement Solution:-05.1 

O. 2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date of 
Opening of Tender:- 05.10.2019 at 3.10 P.M. 
Tender ID No. 2019_IFC_180706_1. 

4. Name of Work:- Construction or side drains 
and providing & laying RMC in Main gali 
No.4 and its cross galies, in Sangam Vihar 
in Timarpur AC Distt. Cental.( Regn. No. 
340 Part-Ill). Head of Account:-4217-Plan 
Development of Unauthorized Colonies, 
Estimate Cost:- Rs.4,66,44,967.00. Earnest 
Money: Rs.9,32,899.00, Time Allowed:- 
12 Months (Five years free maintenance 
period). Last Date & Time of Submission 
of Bids Through E-Procurement Solution 
>05.10.2019 upto 3:00 P.M., Time & Date 
of Opening of Tender:- 05-10-2019 at 3.10 

P. M. Tender ID No. 2019JFCJ80707J. 

5. Name of Work:- Construction of side drains 

and providing & laying RMC in Main gali of 
gali No. 7, 8, 9 & 10 and its cross galies, 
in Sangam Vihar in Timarpur AC Distt. 
Central.( Rgn. No. 340 Part-V). Head 
of Account:- 4217-Plan Development of 
Unauthorized Colonies. Estimate Cost:- 
Rs.4.76.98.477.00. Earnest Money:- 

Rs.9,53,970.00, Time Allowed:- 12 Months 
(Five years free maintenance period). Last 
Date &Time of Submission of Bids Through 
E-Procurement Solution:-05.10.2019 upto 
3:00 PM., Time & Date of Opening of 
Tender:- 05.10.2019 at 3.10 P.M. Tender ID 
No. 2019_ IFC_ 180708 1. 

Note:- The enlistment of the contractors should 
be valid on the last date of opening of tenders. 
In case the last date of opening of tender is 
extended, the enlistment of contractor should be 
valid on the original date of opening of tenders. 
The tenderer shall have to scan zerox copy 
or the mode or Earnest Money Deposit 
this office and other relevant documents as 
required in NIT and then upload the same 
scanned copies, duly signed by him owing 
responsibility for their correctness/authenticity 
in support or their eligibility, along with the 
tender at web site. Attested copy of relevant 
documents and Earnest money in physical 
form as stated above should be deposited 
in the office of EE, CD-VI , l&FC Deptt. , 
Govt, of Delhi, Office Complex. Bharat Nagar. 
Delhi-110052 before the last date & time for 
submission of price bids in the form of treasury 
challan/deposit at call receipt of schedule bank/ 
fixed deposit receipt of schedule bank/demand 
draft of a schedule bank issued in favour of 
Executive Engineer -CD-VI. l&FC Deptt. failure 
to furnish the original mode of Earnest money 
and all relevant documents before the closing 
of the tender will entail rejection of tender. 
Details or above mention work can he seen 
and downloaded from the web site https:// 
govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in upto 15.00 Hrs. 
on 05.10.2019 No manual tender shall be 
accepted only) tender submitted through 
E-procurement portal shall be considered. 

Executive Engineer 
CD-VI, l&FC Deptt. 

DIP/Shabdarth/750/19-20 


Sikh body to 
host langars 
from Nov. 9-12 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committee 
(DSGMC) on Sunday said 
that they had planned to 
feed over 8 lakh people 
across the Capital between 
November 9 and Novem¬ 
ber 12 to mark the 550th 
birth anniversary of Guru 
Nanak. 

These ‘langars’, open 
for people of all faith, will 
be held at 50 places in the 
city, said DSGMC president 
Manjinder Singh Sirsa. 

“The DSGMC has 
planned langar outside 
hospitals, railway stations, 
bus stands and JJ colonies 
in around 50 places in Del¬ 
hi to provide nutritious, 
tasty and fresh food to 
around two lakh persons 
daily, irrespective of caste, 
religion and region,” Mr. 
Sirsa said. 


DELHI TODAY 


Music Talk: "Jhoola: Swinging Love 
and Finding the Self" an illustrated 
presentation by Dr. Navina Jafa, a 
renowned academic and presenter of 
and on Indian Heritage and Director, 
Indian Cultural Heritage Research. 
The presentation will include per¬ 
formances of songs and composi¬ 
tions on the jhoola at C.D. Deshmukh 
Auditorium, India International 
Centre (IIC), 6.30 p.m. 

Dance: "Lalit Arpan Samaroh 2019" 
will feature a Kathak recital by Komal 
Biswal, followed by "Rashmirathi", a 
dance ballet by Shovana Narayan & 
Asavari Repertory at The Stein Audit¬ 
orium, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Echoes In Eternity", a 
group paintings and sculpture show 
at Visual Arts Gallery, IHC, 11 a.m. - 
7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Intertwined", an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings by Jang Hee 
Mun at Shridharani Gallery, Triveni 
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Lucid", an amalgama¬ 
tion of two series of works by photo¬ 
grapher Abhishek Basu at Art 
Explore, 23 Lakeside, Hauz Khas Vil¬ 
lage, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY P 


E-TENDER NOTICE 

The Divisional Railway Manager (Mech.)/ 
E.C. Railway/Samastipur for and on behalf 
of the President of India invites Open e 
tender under two packet system from 
experienced and financially capable 
tenderers for the following works in E- 
tendering mode of I REPS web portal of 
Indian Railways. 

1. E-Tender Notice no.: M/TC/52 of 2019.2. 
Name of Work with its location: Mechanised 
cleaning and Housekeeping works of 
Darbhanga station for four years. 3. Approx, 
cost of the work : ?6,15,84,172/-. 
4. Earnest Money to be deposited : 
^4,57,900/-. 5. Date and time for 
submission of tender and opening of tender 
: Receiving date and time for e-tender mode 
on IREPS web portal 18.10.2019 upto 12.00 
hrs. Opening date and time for e-tender 
18.10.2019 at 12.30 hrs. 6. Website 
particulars, Notice board location where 
complete details of tender can be seen and 
address of office from where the tender can be 
purchased etc.: Online only through website 
www.ireps.gov.in. Pre-bid meeting : 
04.10.2019 from 15.00 hrs to 18.00 hrs at 
DRM(M) office, Samastipur. 

Sr. Divisional Mech. Engg. (C&W)/ 
ECR/Samastipur 
PR/1315/SPJ/Mech./T/19-20/40 
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Men snatch 
woman’s bag, 
victim injured 


Three of gang involved in recent 
south Delhi snatching cases held 

Manhunt for other members of the gang is under way, say police 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 26-year-old woman sus¬ 
tained injuries after she 
was allegedly dragged out 
of an auto while trying to 
resist a snatching bid in 
north Delhi’s Civil Lines, 
the police said on Sunday. 

The woman has been 
identified as Nidhi Kapoor, 
a resident of Rajpur Road, 
they said. The incident 
took place on Saturday 
morning when she and her 
mother had taken an auto 
for Civil Lines metro sta¬ 
tion, the police said. 

The police said that 
when their auto reached 
near Shamnath Marg, two 
bike-borne men tried to 
snatch her purse. When 
she tried to resist, the ac¬ 
cused dragged her out of 
the auto. She fell from the 
auto while the accused fled 
the spot with her purse, a 
police officer said. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered, the police said. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Three members of a gang in¬ 
volved in recent incidents of 
snatching in south Delhi 
have been arrested, the pol¬ 
ice said on Sunday. Manhunt 
for the other members of 
the gang is on, they said. 

Two of the arrested ac¬ 
cused, they said, had come 
out on bail in Uttar Pradesh 
and moved to Delhi. 

Atul Thakur, DCP (South), 
said that the police were 
working on a snatching case 
in which a Brazilian national 
was targeted a few days back 
in GKII. 

The arrested accused 
have been identified as Mun- 
nawar, Vijay and Honey, he 
said. 

Mr. Thakur added that 
Munnawar, who belongs to 
UP’s Aligarh, is involved in 
more than 20 cases of 


We are very close 
W to arresting the 
other members of 
the gang. Munawar 
was the kingpin 
and he used to 
bring men from 
Aligarh to commit 
snatchings in Delhi 

ATULTHAKUR 
DCP (South) 

snatching and robbery in 
Aligarh. “He was arrested by 
the U.P. Police in December 
2017. After being released 
from jail in April 2019, he 
waited for his accomplice 
Honey to come out of jail. 
Honey was released in June 
this year,” said Mr. Thakur. 

Honey and Munnawar 
then robbed a person of a 
bike in Aligarh. They got a 
random registration num¬ 
ber of Delhi written on the 
number plate and drove 


from Aligarh to Delhi, the 
police said. 

Munnawar then used the 
same bike in two other inci¬ 
dents of snatching. 

The police said that their 
co-accused, Vijay, who also 
hails from Aligarh, is Munna- 
war’s childhood friend. He 
used to work as a laboratory 
assistant in Ghaziabad. After 
he quit his job, he had come 
to Delhi in search of a job 
and was staying at Munna¬ 
war’s house. 

Munawar and Vijay 
hatched a plan and targeted 
the Brazilian woman in GK-II 
recently. They snatched the 
woman’s bag containing 
$355, a mobile phone, ATM 
cards and her passport. Af¬ 
ter they failed to switch off 
the phone, they dumped it 
in Jasola to avoid getting 
caught. The phone was, ho¬ 
wever, later recovered by 


the police with the help of 
location tracking. 

“Acting on a tip-off and 
technical surveillance, we 
have arrested the men and 
recovered all the robbed ar¬ 
ticles from their possession. 
We have also found a pistol 
and live bullets from their 
house,” said Mr. Thakur. 

A senior police officer 
said that members of the 
same gang targeted a wo¬ 
man journalist in CR Park re¬ 
cently. The victim suffered 
injuries on her face and 
hand in the incident. 

“We are close to arresting 
the other members of the 
gang. Munawar was the 
kingpin and he used to bring 
men from Aligarh to commit 
snatching in Delhi and 
would return to Aligarh to 
avoid getting caught after 
each incident,” said Mr. Tha¬ 
kur. 


Man held for raping six-year-old 

Accused was absconding since the last four years 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A Nepalese man, who was 
absconding since the last 
four years after raping and 
trying to kill a six-year-old 
girl, has been arrested from 
Delhi Gate, the police said on 
Sunday. 

The 49-year-old accused is 
a resident of Bharatpur in Ne¬ 
pal’s Chaitwan. He used to 
work in a garment export 
house in Okhla and often 
used to help the victim’s fa¬ 
mily financially, they said. 

Act of revenge 

However, after the victim’s 
father abused him on at least 
two-three occasions, he 
planned to teach him a les¬ 
son, the police said. 

The incident took place on 
August 10,2015, they added. 

In her complaint, the vic¬ 
tim’s mother stated that 
around 4 p.m., when she had 
gone to pick up her daughter 
from school, she came to 
know that a person aged 
around 50, who posed as the 



grandfather of the child, took 
her daughter along around 1 
p.m., Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Central) Mandeep 
Singh Randhawa said. 

The woman suspected the 
involvement of a tenant who 
could not be found since the 
incident, the officer said. La¬ 
ter in the evening, the girl 
was found in a pool of blood 
in the jungle near Sanjay Co¬ 
lony, the officer added. 

A case was registered at 
Okhla police station and sev¬ 
eral teams were formed to 
trace the accused, the DCP al¬ 
so said. 

Investigations revealed 
that the suspect had gone to 


Nepal. He was declared a 
proclaimed offender and a 
chargesheet was filed on June 
6,2018, the officer said. 

After the police team suc¬ 
ceeded in locating the ac¬ 
cused in Nepal, a secret in¬ 
former was sent to the 
country who befriended the 
accused. Soon, the informer 
convinced the accused that 
the case of rape registered 
against him had been closed 
and now that he could get the 
accused a good job in Delhi, 
the officer added. 

When the accused finally 
agreed to shift to Delhi and 
the informer alerted the pol¬ 
ice about the same, he said. 

On Saturday, when the ac¬ 
cused reached Delhi Gate 
here, he was arrested, the of¬ 
ficer added. 

During interrogation, the 
accused said that on the day 
of the incident, he had 
picked up the girl from her 
school and went to a jungle 
near Sanjay Colony where he 
raped her and tried to kill 
her. He then fled to Nepal. 


A clean act 



Man in ‘khaki’ robs shop worker of ?40 lakh 

Accused fled with bag containing cash after threatening victim 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 30-year-old man was al¬ 
legedly robbed of ^40 lakh 
by a man who the victim 
said was wearing khaki 
clothes, the police said on 
Sunday. The victim said the 
accused fled with a bag con¬ 
taining cash after threaten¬ 
ing him. 

The victim, Thalcor Ajit, 
works at a shop in Naya Ba¬ 
zar, they said. 

In his complaint, Ajit stat¬ 
ed that on September 25, his 
boss had asked him and his 
colleague Rakesh to go to 


Barakhamba road and col¬ 
lect some items from a con¬ 
tact person in a building at 
Helly road, the police said. 
When the two reached 
there, they were handed ov¬ 
er three bags by the contact 
person. When Ajit opened 
one of the bags, he found 80 
bundles of £500 notes 
amounting to approximate¬ 
ly £40 lakh, a senior police 
officer said. 

The contact person told 
Ajit to not count the notes 
there and leave the spot im¬ 
mediately, after which Ajit 
and Rakesh left the building 


and took an auto for Fateh- 
puri, the officer said. 

‘A bearded man’ 

When they reached near 
Chatta Rail red light, they 
saw a car being driven to¬ 
wards them. A “bearded 
man who was wearing khaki 
clothes” signalled them to 
stop and asked them what 
was there inside the bags, 
the official added. 

The man, the victim said, 
asked the auto driver to 
park the vehicle on the side 
of the road as he wanted to 
check the bags. Meanwhile, 


Rakesh fled with one of the 
bags, the official said. 

When the accused found 
out that the other bag had 
cash inside it, he forced the 
victim to sit inside his car. 
He also snatched the vic¬ 
tim’s phone and after cross¬ 
ing Hanuman Mandir flyov¬ 
er, the accused threw Ajit’s 
phone and asked him to get 
down from the car and sped 
off towards ISBT Kashmere 
Gate, the police said. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered and efforts are being 
made to trace the accused, 
they added. 


Man held for smuggling 
costly phones, watches 


Ansal API vice-chairman 
detained at IGI Airport 


Participants during a 'My Right to Breathe' campaign at the India Gate on Sunday, -shiv kumar pushpakar 

Course fee hike a ‘surgical strike’ on uninterested students 

Students treat courses as stopgap till they land a job, says IIT-Delhi director 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Director of Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi, V. Ramgo- 
pal Rao on Sunday termed 
the recent hike in course fee 
for M.Tech programmes at 
IITs a “surgical strike” on 
“uninterested” students. 

In a detailed social media 
post, Mr. Rao gave nine rea¬ 
sons for supporting the IIT 
council’s decision and said 
that M.Tech programmes at 
IITs record a dropout rate of 
over 50% as students treat 
the courses as a stopgap till 
they land a job or crack a 
competitive exam. 

“Because of the govern¬ 
ment freely giving fellow¬ 
ships, many institutions are 
running outdated masters 
programmes in streams 


Indian Institute 
of Technology ! 


which are not even seen as 
current by the industry. In 
the current scenario, there is 
no strong motivation for any 
one to change. Many stu¬ 
dents take admission into the 
M.Tech programmes and ov¬ 
er 50% of them quit as soon 
as they find a job. Among the 
remaining, many prepare for 
other competitive examina¬ 
tions and have no interest in 
what they are pursuing. The 


country's precious resources 
are wasted in such a scenario 
with no benefit to anyone,” 
Mr. Rao said. 

He said that the IIT coun¬ 
cil’s decision regarding the 
fee hike for M.Tech pro¬ 
grammes will fix the problem 
of wastage of much sought- 
after seats at IITs and save go¬ 
vernment funds. 

“How can we spend tax 
payers’ money to offer free 
education to them, when 
they see no value in such an 
education? This is an alarm¬ 
ing situation we have gotten 
ourselves into and obviously, 
a ‘surgical strike’ was need¬ 
ed,” Mr. Rao said. He added 
that if students were willing 
to pay £20 lakh for an MBA 
degree in an IIM, they can 
surely pay £4 lakh for a mas¬ 


ters degree in IITs. 

“Nobody drops out of IIMs 
since they see a value in IIM- 
MBA programmes. On the 
other hand, we see over 50% 
dropouts in IIT M.Tech pro¬ 
grammes. We will have a se¬ 
rious relook at the masters 
streams they [IITs] are offer¬ 
ing. In the long run, the mas¬ 
ters programmes will be¬ 
come contemporary and will 
train students for the jobs 
which exist in the industry,” 
Mr. Rao said. 

He added that the council 
resolution also says that all 
needy students will be given 
fee concessions and scholar¬ 
ships similar to the B.Tech 
students and therefore nobo¬ 
dy will be denied admission 
in IITs because of her/his 
poor financial background. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A man was arrested at the 
IGI Airport in Delhi upon his 
arrival from Hong Kong for 
allegedly smuggling high- 
end phones, watches and 
track suits among other 
items worth £20 lakh. Cus¬ 
toms officials said on 
Sunday. 

The passenger, who ar¬ 
rived from the Special Admi¬ 
nistrative Region of China at 
IGI Terminal-3 on Wednes¬ 
day, was intercepted by Cus¬ 


toms officials. 

A detailed personal and 
baggage search resulted in 
the recovery of 27 mobile 
phones, 330 watches of dif¬ 
ferent brands and 20 track 
suits among other commer¬ 
cial goods worth £20 lakh 

The goods were seized 
and he was arrested under 
relevant provisions of the 
Customs Act. During ques¬ 
tioning, he confessed to 
have smuggled commercial 
items worth ?85 lakh since 
October 2017. 


Chargesheet against IPS officer 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Police has filed 
the final chargesheet against 
an IPS officer of West Bengal 
cadre, over a year after a 
woman who he befriended 
on Facebook accused him of 
raping her, sources said on 
Sunday. 

The Delhi-based woman 
had in 2018 accused the of¬ 


ficer of raping her after pro¬ 
mising to marry her. 

The chargesheet was filed 
earlier this month, the 
sources said. 

The woman had ap¬ 
proached the police with 
her complaint in May last 
and a case was registered at 
the Barakhamba police sta¬ 
tion. It was later transferred 
to the Crime Branch. 


‘God-men have been rendered politically insignificant in Haryana’ 

Their popularity graph and consequently the power of religious groups has dwindled considerably over the past few years 



Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh with several prominent political 

Leaders. ■ FILE PHOTO: R.V. MOORTHY 


ASHQ K KUMAR 

GURUGRAM 

With a huge number follow¬ 
ers, the god-men in Haryana 
have been integral to the 
State politics for the past sev¬ 
eral years, influencing the vo¬ 
ters to decide the outcome of 
the election, especially the 
Assembly polls which are de¬ 
cided with small margins. 

However, with Dera Sacha 
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh and Sant Ram- 
pal being behind the bars, 
the popularity graph and 
consequently the power of 
these two big religious 
groups in the State have 
dwindled considerably over 
the past couple of years mak¬ 
ing them politically 
impotent. 

Also, the current political 
situation in the State wherein 
the opposition parties, hit by 
splits and infighting, stand 
weakened and the ruling BJP 
seems to have a clear edge 


has also rendered these god- 
men politically insignificant 
during the upcoming As¬ 
sembly election. 

Contrast this to 2014 when 
Dera Sacha Sauda is consi¬ 
dered to have played a pivo¬ 
tal role in establishing the BJP 
government in the State, 
swaying voters in the saffron 
party’s favour in at least a do¬ 
zen seats just a day before the 
polls. 

With the BJP just manag¬ 
ing a simple majority of 47 
seats in the 90-member As¬ 
sembly in 2014, Dera Sacha 
Sauda was, indeed, a decid¬ 
ing factor. 

With its headquarters in 
Haryana’s Sirsa district, Dera 
Sacha Sauda, a “non-profit” 
religious organisation, set up 
in 1948, gradually rose to pro¬ 
minence after Ram Rahim 
took over the reigns in 1990s 
increasing its base in Punjab, 
Haryana and Rajasthan. It is 
estimated that Dera had 


more than six crore followers 
under Ram Rahim at one 
point in time and could in¬ 
fluence the election in Pun¬ 
jab, Haryana and parts of Ra¬ 
jasthan. But with his 
conviction in two rape cases 
in 2017, the popularity and 
the political influence of the 
Dera sharply dipped. 

Political parties silent 

However, it is still too early to 
completely write it off. Per¬ 
haps, this is why the BJP and 


the other political parties in 
Haryana, including INLD and 
Congress, have refrained 
from speaking against the De¬ 
ra and kept mum over Ram 
Rahim recently seeking a bail 
ahead of the Assembly polls. 

Similarly, the popularity 
and the following of Sant 
Rampal, who was arrested in 
2015 after a six-day stand-off 
that claimed six lives and re¬ 
cently convicted for mur¬ 
ders, has also been hit adver¬ 
sely since. Sant Rampal, has 


Helped by the 
Modi factor, a wave 
of nationalism and 
the w eakening of 
the Opposition, the 
BJP seems to be 
comfortably 
placed with no real 
challenge. A close 
electoral contest is 
not expected this 
year unlike 2014. 

RAM KANWAR 
Political analyst 

also been rendered political¬ 
ly insignificant with dip in 
popularity. 

Besides these two, Radha 
Soami Satsang Beas and Ni- 
rankari Mission religious 
groups too have significant 
presence in the State, but the 
two groups are largely be¬ 
lieved to have kept them¬ 
selves away from active invol¬ 
vement in the State politics. 

Sant Nirankari has a large 


number of followers in Am- 
bala and adjoining areas. In 
addition to this, there have 
also been several other god- 
men with local influence. 
One such god-man in Guru- 
gram was in news recently af¬ 
ter his alleged video with a 
woman went viral. 

Political analyst Ram Kan- 
war said: “The god-men have 
been rendered politically in¬ 
significant in these elections 
not only because of their 
dwindled popularity and fol¬ 
lowing, but also the political 
situation in the State. Helped 
by the Modi factor, a wave of 
nationalism and the weaken¬ 
ing of the Opposition, the BJP 
seems to be comfortably 
placed with no real chal¬ 
lenge. A close electoral con¬ 
test is, therefore, not expect¬ 
ed this year unlike in 2014. So 
the god-men are unlikely to 
make any difference to the 
election that seems largely 
one-sided.” 


Pranav Ansal is facing fraud allegations 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The vice-chairman of real es¬ 
tate firm Ansal API, Pranav 
Ansal, who is facing allega¬ 
tions of fraud and diversion 
of money, was on Sunday 
detained at Indira Gandhi 
International Airport. 

Pranav was en route to 
London when he was de¬ 
tained by Immigration De¬ 
partment officials. 

A senior police officer 


said that a case was regis¬ 
tered against Mr. Ansal at 
Vibhuti Khand police station 
in Lucknow and subse¬ 
quently a look out notice 
was issued against him. He 
was accused of cheating pa¬ 
ra military personnel on the 
pretext of providing them 
house. 

“He has been handed ov¬ 
er to the Lucknow police for 
further investigation,” the 
officer said. 
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Is it finally time to ditch your car? 


With the recent notification of the Delhi government’s new parking policy, hundreds of area-specific parking plans will be developed 
over the next four months. Local associations will help officials develop and implement these plans, which experts say will be 
designed to curtail the use of private vehicles and give more space to pedestrians as well as alternative and greener modes of transport 
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Parking 
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CITY MATTERS 


tion. For instance, the three 
municipal corporations, under 
the directions of the Environ¬ 
mental Protection Control Auth¬ 
ority (EPCA), are exploring the 
use of Radio Frequency Identifi¬ 
cation Tags (RFID) tags in park¬ 
ing. This would involve the in¬ 
stallation of infrastructure such 
as CCTVs, RFID readers and dis¬ 
tribution of the tags to private 
vehicles, so as to identify and re¬ 
cord their movement in and out 
of parking zones. Other inter¬ 
ventions involve the use of 
“boom barriers” and “geo-fenc¬ 
ing”, added officials. 

“Manual management of 
parking, whether in residential 
or commercial areas, will not 
work with a plan as large as this. 
The use of automatic TAG cards 
or RFID cards connected to park¬ 
ing slots relaying data about the 
duration of usage can go some 
ways in ensuring success of the 
policy,” said Rejimon C.K. of the 
Dwarka Forum. 


Green credits 

Linking this infrastructure furth¬ 
er to common mobility travel 
cards of individuals could help 
authorities award green credits 
to incentivise the use of public 
transport. 

“The technology is available. 
Common Mobility Cards being 
used by individuals can be 
linked to the same database that 
gathers their use of parking facil¬ 
ities. So, if an individual takes 
the metro or a bus during peak 
commuting hours, he or she can 
be given some discount on their 
use of surface parking. Measures 
like this can incentivise the use 
of public transport by car users,” 
he added. 

The implementation of area- 
wise parking plans will help opti¬ 
mise use of available space in the 
city, said Ms. Chowdhury. 

In drawing up the plans, auth¬ 
orities will have to identify park¬ 
ing requirement of an area, re¬ 
quirement for excess cars, and 
the land-use of the area. 

In doing so, various existing 
infrastructure such as multilevel 
or stack parking, which are be¬ 
ing underutilised can be put to 
use. One such intervention is the 
use of mall parking lot in the 
Kamla Nagar area for overnight 
parking. 


Parking charges 

While the policy does not men¬ 
tion mandatory parking charges 
in residential areas, Ms. Chowd¬ 
hury said that such charges 
would be inevitable down the 
road. 

Once parking is limited and 
rationed, a system will be re¬ 
quired to handle demand, she 
said, adding that basic mainte¬ 
nance such as demarcation of 
parking lines and hiring security 
guards would require funds. 

Ms. Chowdhury said that the 
new plans will make it clear to 
each and every Delhiite that ac¬ 
cumulation of private vehicles 
simply cannot continue. 

“While we might be able to 
salvage the situation now and 
create space, the current rate of 
private car accumulation is un¬ 
sustainable,” she added. 


SIDHARTH RAVI 
JATIN ANAND 

NEW DELHI 


T he Capital in almost its 
entirety is now a no¬ 
parking zone unless 
mentioned otherwise, 
according to the provisions of 
Delhi’s first-ever parking policy, 
which was notified by the city 
government last week. 

Parking in Delhi is set to un¬ 
dergo a major makeover as the 
Delhi Maintenance and Manage¬ 
ment of Parking Places Rules, 
2019, contains provisions for for¬ 
mulating hundreds of area-spec¬ 
ific parking plans. These plans, 
which will be developed over the 
next four months in a first-of-its- 
kind exhaustive exercise, will 
take into account the shape, di¬ 
rection and existing design of 
the city’s streets. 

Calling the new parking rules 
a “big win” for the city, Anumita 
Roy Chowdhury, one of the ar¬ 
chitects of the policy, said that 
the scheme is aimed at curtailing 
demand for private vehicles by 
limiting the space available and 
rationing it. Fewer private vehi¬ 
cles will help bring down not on¬ 
ly congestion but pollution levels 
as well, she added. 

Varsha Joshi, who as former 
Delhi Transport Commissioner 
also worked on the policy and 
currently heads the North Delhi 
Municipal Corporation as Com¬ 
missioner, said the policy’s ob¬ 
jective was not the generation of 
profit by the authorities enforc¬ 
ing it, but ensuring the effective 
utilisation of motorable paths for 
the benefit of all road users - es¬ 
pecially pedestrians. 

Equal participation from all 
stakeholders, whether authori¬ 
ties or citizens, is key to the suc¬ 
cessful implementation of the 
policy, Ms. Joshi added. 

Till now, authorities dealt 
with parking through “spot fix¬ 
ing” of problems, said Ms. 
Chowdhury. 

This meant that commercial 
areas or places with heavy con¬ 
gestion would have some form of 
authorised parking manage¬ 
ment, typically leased out to 
private vendors. But with the 
new policy, legal parking areas 
will have to be identified and de¬ 
marcated across the city, in both 
commercial and residential 
areas. And vehicles parked ille¬ 
gally will be liable to be towed. 

“It is for the first time that the 
city has got a parking policy. Del¬ 
hi has seen many vehicle and 
traffic circulation plans but nev¬ 
er a dedicated policy for park¬ 
ing,” said A.K. Jain, former com¬ 
missioner of the Delhi 
Development Authority. 

“This will be the first time that 
commercially-registered vehi¬ 
cles will be subject to parking 
rules... the rules will take some 
time and much effort to imple¬ 
ment, but it is possible, and it 
will help decongest commercial 
areas and ensure effective utili¬ 
sation of existing stilt parking fa¬ 
cilities in residential areas,” he 
added. 

Without a clear city-wide poli¬ 
cy in place, people parked in any 
public space available and ac¬ 
cumulated vehicles without any 
sense of consequence, Ms. 
Chowdhury said, adding 
that nearly 40% of pollu- 

- - ' 


Against the rules: Cars illegally parked on the main road along Khan Market; (below) vehicles parked illegally under the Barapullah flyover. ■ v.v. krishnan 


Priority to pedestrians, cyclists 


tion in Delhi can be attributed to 
vehicular emissions. 

The new policy clearly lays 
down guidelines for legal park¬ 
ing, including no parking in 
parks, and parking a certain dis¬ 
tance away from curbs. The pol¬ 
icy also directs that one lane 
must always be free for use by 
emergency vehicles. It also 
prioritises movement of pedes¬ 
trians and other modes of tran¬ 
sportation, she added. 


Area-specific plans 

On formulation of area-specific 
plans, senior civic body officials 
said that surveys and mapping of 
area available, vehicular move¬ 
ment patterns, parking require¬ 
ments in neighbourhoods will be 
carried out in coordination with 
local resident welfare and mar¬ 
ket associations. 

Similar to the parking plans 
developed in Lajpat Nagar, Karol 
Bagh, Greater Kailash, Krishna 
Nagar and Kamla Nagar, the 
plans will involve local solutions 


SOURCE: DELHI MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT OF PARKING PLACES RULES, 2019 


The new parking policy aims to improve availability of parking and 
also promote walking, cycling and use of public transport 


A MEANS TO REDUCE PARKING DEMAND 


■ The Master Plan 
for Delhi (MPD) 
2021 provides 
for a Parking 
Management 
District Plan, which 
has been adapted 
to the Parking 
Management Area 
Plan (PMAP) 


■ According to MPD-2021, parking management must 
be used as a tool to reduce demand for parking space 

■ The objective of the ; ■ The plan aims to improve 


PMAP is to provide 
comprehensive 
facilities for 
all modes of 
transport as well 
as road users 


OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY 


availability of on-street 
and off-street parking 
and also promote 
walking, cycling 
and use of public 
transport 


■ On-street road space should be utilised for general 
convenience of users in the following order of priority: 


(i) Movement space for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and the differently abled 

(ii) Movement and parking space 
for emergency vehicles 

(iii) Multimodal integration, 
including bus stops 

(iv) Paratransit pick-up and drop¬ 
off, especially near intersections, 
bus stops and high-footfall areas 


(v) Hawking/vending zones 

(vi) Cycle parking 

(vii) Private vehicle pick-up and 
drop-off zones 

(viii) Electric vehicles 

(ix) Priced private vehicle parking 
(short term) 

(x) Overnight parking (for buses, 
commercial vehicles on arterial roads) 


■ Any area or spot 
not notified and 
physically demarcated 
as a parking site/spot 
should be considered 
a ’no-parking zone’ 


and relevant penalties 
shall be applicable 

■ Under no 

circumstances should 
a vehicle, either 
parked or moving, 


block access route of 
emergency vehicles 

■ Only single row per 
side ’parallel parking’ 
to be permitted on 
roads 


PRICING STRATEGY 


■ Elimination of free parking and 
introduction of "effective parking 
charges" 

■ Personal vehicles must be parked 
on a fully-paid space, based on 
'user pay’ principle as per the 
National Urban Transport Policy 

■ Parking charges should be 
optimal and not be so high as to 


reduce occupancy drastically or too 
low that it induces more demand 

■ Introduction of variable parking 
rates to influence parking demand 

■ Parking rates to be set according 
to peak and non-peak hours, 
duration of stay (higher hourly 
charges for longer duration), 
commercial importance of areas 


and level of connectivity, weekday 
or weekend 

■ Free parking allowed for cycles, 
cycle rickshaws, battery-operated 
vehicles and public transport 
vehicles 

■ Heavy penalty for illegal 
parking - enough to be a long¬ 
term deterrent 


IMPLEMENTATION OF RULES 


RESIDENTIAL AREAS 


blame. The policy will be very 
difficult to implement. Why did 
governments allow the sale of so 
many vehicles when there is 
dearth of parking space? They 
make us pay road tax and many 
other charges while purchasing 
vehicles and now this,” he 
added. 


Enforcing the policy 

The parking plans will also in¬ 
clude measures to enforce them, 
including permission to tow 
away illegally parked vehicles, 
which will be identified as en¬ 
croachments, said officials. In¬ 
volvement of the RWAs in ensur¬ 
ing enforcement will also be 
central, they added. 

Management plans and techn¬ 
ological solutions will be neces¬ 
sary for effective implementa- 


to local problems. While the pi¬ 
lot projects being carried out in 
these areas will help provide a 
framework to build similar plans 
in other neighbourhoods, offi¬ 
cials said that there can be no 
“one size fits all” approach. 

The new parking policy 
frames extensive guidelines for 
developing area-wise plans and 
the role of the local stakeholders 
will be crucial, civic body offi¬ 
cials said, adding that only local 
welfare associations would be 
able to recognise local problems 
and help develop local solutions. 

For instance, market associa¬ 
tions in Lajpat Nagar and Karol 
Bagh have taken the call to set up 
e-rickshaw shuttle services from 
the parking area to the markets 
as one solution for shoppers. 
Apart from this, involvement of 
residents in the planning pro¬ 
cess will help them see the needs 
and limitations of the exercise, 
and understand its importance, 
said Ms Chowdhury. 


“There are already several 
apartment complexes in Patpar- 
ganj and other places that have 
developed such plans on a small¬ 
er scale,” she said. 

Officials said that the north 
and east Delhi civic bodies are 
likely to develop ward-wise 
plans - the north civic body has 
104 wards while the east munici¬ 
pal corporation has 64 wards. 
The South Delhi Municipal Cor¬ 
poration is likely to develop 70 
area-wise plans based on points 
of congestion and their “area of 
influence”, said officials. 

‘Feeling short-changed’ 

B.S. Vohra of the East Delhi 
RWAs Joint Front, however, ar¬ 
gued that the policy was a reve¬ 
nue-generation scheme that 
would short-change citizens who 
had paid various fees and taxes 
for parking space. 

“We are against the provision 


of paid-parking for residents. 
They [the authorities] say our 
streets are public land but that is 
not the case. We have paid for 
the land on which these streets 
exist through various charges, 
both while buying our proper¬ 
ties and over the years. It is com¬ 
mon land and there is an under¬ 
standing between residents 
regarding its usage - in terms of 
parking our vehicles in the vicin¬ 
ity of our homes,” Mr. Vohra 
said. 

“If the policy is enforced, my 
car parked outside my house will 
cost me between 312,000 and 
315,000 to just remain station¬ 
ary. They [the government] just 
want money. Whose fault is it 
that there isn’t enough parking 
in the city? We, the citizens, are 
not at fault. We are not guilty but 
successive governments are to 


■ The policy will translate onto the 
ground through formulation of 
multiple PMAPs 

■ A PMAP is an area-level plan 
prepared by a local body, which will 
demarcate all types of parking spaces 
for all modes of transportation as 
well as essential street amenities 


■ PMAPs will be prepared in consultation 
with local stakeholders, planning bodies/ 
departments and with a team of transport 
planners and urban designers 

■ PMAPs will include traffic circulation/ 
dispersal plan along with road geometry 
and walkability improvements with 
universal accessibility 


(i) The plans will demarcate available road space for requisite uses as well as 
off-street parking facilities, along with numbering, marking and signage plan 


(ii) PMAPs will have detailed designs 
for surface, multilevel and on-street 
parking facilities along with indicative 
location of pedestrian areas, vendors, 
public amenities/toilets/utilities, green 


open spaces 

(iii) The plans will also demarcate 
short-term and Long-term parking 
facilities and their pricing strategy 


■ In residential areas 
and off-street parking 
facilities, regular 
parkers may apply for 
monthly or annual 
passes and stickers 

■ Penalty for illegal/ 
wrong parking, 
especially parking on 
emergency lanes 

COMMERCIAL AREAS 

■ After provision of 
adequate footpaths as 
per codes, demarcation 
of remaining space for 
on-street parking 


■ At Least 25% of the collected parking charges will be used to improve 
and maintain footpaths, public amenities and parking facilities within the 
PMAP area 
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DELHI CfiCTimings 


MONDAY, 

SEPT. 30 


# RISE 

06:13 

SET 

18:09 

C RISE 

07:40 

SET 

19:36 

TUESDAY, 

OCT. 01 



# RISE 

06:14 

SET 

18:08 

C RISE 

08:46 

SET 

20:16 

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 

02 


# RISE 

06:14 

SET 

18:07 

C RISE 

09:52 

SET 

21:00 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

31 

24 

Safdarjang 

31 

24 

Palam 

31 

23 


Delhi Palam Today 

32°C A pleasant morning lies 
ahead. Day will be slightly 
warm. Short spell of light are 
likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Dry and warm weather 
will prevail. A cloudy sky is 
likely to prevail. Night will be 
comfortable. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


Will consider withdrawing plea 
for Shivpafs disqualification: SP 

If he dissolves his party and merges it with SP,’ says Ram Govind Chaudhary 



ShivpaL Yadav and AkhiLesh Yadav. ■ file photo 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BALLIA 

The Samajwadi Party will 
consider withdrawing its ap¬ 
plication for Shivpal Singh 
Yadav’s disqualification as 
an MLA if he agrees to a 
merger with the Akhilesh Ya- 
dav-led party, senior SP lead¬ 
er Ram Govind Chaudhary 
said on Sunday. 

On September 13, the SP 
had moved the application 
seeking Mr. Shivpal’s dis¬ 
qualification from the Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly under the 
anti-defection law. 

Mr. Shivpal was elected 
from the Jaswantnagar As¬ 
sembly constituency on an 
SP ticket in the 2017 elec¬ 


tions. In 2018, he floated a 
new party - Pragatisheel Sa¬ 
majwadi Party (Lohia) - af¬ 
ter falling out with SP chief 
and his nephew Akhilesh 
Yadav. 

“If Shivpal Singh Yadav 
dissolves his party and merg¬ 
es it with the Samajwadi Par¬ 


ty, then the party will con¬ 
sider withdrawing the 
application seeking his dis¬ 
qualification as an MLA of 
U.P. Assembly,” Mr. Chaud¬ 
hary said. 

He said the SP has shown 
utmost patience in dealing 
with Mr. Shivpal. 


“Despite giving state¬ 
ments against party presi¬ 
dent Akhilesh Yadav and the 
feud in the party, he was gi¬ 
ven a ticket in the 2017 As¬ 
sembly elections. In 2019 
Lok Sabha election, he con¬ 
tested against his nephew 
Akshay Yadav from Firoza- 
bad on a PSPL ticket,” Mr. 
Chaudhary said. 

‘Can join party’ 

On September 20, Mr. Akhi¬ 
lesh Yadav had hinted that 
the SP may withdraw the ap¬ 
plication seeking Mr. Shiva- 
pal Yadav’s disqualification. 
“Whosoever wants to come, 
we will include them in the 
party.” 


Urdu is an Indian language: CM 

‘We will take up the issue with Panjab University V-C’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

After Panjab University 
authorities recently pro¬ 
posed to make the Urdu de¬ 
partment part of the School 
of Foreign Languages, Pun¬ 
jab Chief Minister Amarin- 
der Singh on Sunday said he 
would take up the issue with 
the authorities to review the 
decision. 

Great language 

Stressing that Urdu is an In¬ 
dian language, like all the 
great languages of India, 
Capt. Amarinder has decid¬ 
ed to take up the issue with 
the Vice-Chancellor and se¬ 
nators of the university. 

The university adminis¬ 
tration had recently pro¬ 
posed to merge small de¬ 
partments with less than six 



Amarinder Singh, -file photo 


faculty members with each 
other to form one single 
school or centre, as per new 
norms laid down by the Na¬ 
tional Assessment and Ac¬ 
creditation Council. Howev¬ 
er, the Urdu department 
had raised an objection to 
this, pointing out that Urdu 
was not a foreign language 
but an Indian one like Hindi 
and Punjabi. 

As the controversy sur¬ 


rounding the issue came in¬ 
to limelight, Capt. Amarin¬ 
der tweeted “Surprised to 
learn that @OfficialPU has 
proposed to make the Urdu 
Department part of the 
‘School of Foreign Languag¬ 
es’. Urdu is an Indian lan¬ 
guage, like all the great lan¬ 
guages of our country. Will 
speak to the Vice Chancellor 
& Senators to review this de¬ 
cision immediately.” 

Merging departments 

Ali Abbas, coordinator of 
the Urdu department, said 
that PU had proposed to 
make the Urdu department 
a part of the School of Fo¬ 
reign Languages to be set up 
after merging departments 
of German, Chinese, 
French, Tibetan and Rus¬ 
sian languages. 


Uttarakhand BJP removes 
40 office-bearers 


‘They were 
indulging in anti¬ 
party activities’ 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DEHRADUN 

The BJP on Sunday stripped 
40 of its office bearers of 
their organisational posts for 
indulging in anti-party activi¬ 
ties and filing nominations 
for the upcoming panchayat 
elections in the State against 
candidates supported by the 
party. 

The action was taken by 
State BJP president Ajay 
Bhatt on the basis of reports 
by organisational commit¬ 
tees constituted at the dis¬ 
trict level, State BJP general 
secretary Rajendra Bhandari 
said. 

Prima facie 40 office-bear¬ 
ers were found guilty of in¬ 
dulging in anti-party activi¬ 


ties and entering the poll 
fray against BJP-supported 
candidates, he said. 

To be expelled 

“They have been stripped of 
their party posts and their 
expulsion will soon follow,” 
he said. 

Mr.Bhatt had earlier 
threatened to take disciplin¬ 
ary action against such lead¬ 
ers saying they will be ex¬ 
pelled from the party for six 
years. 

The office-bearers ab¬ 
solved of their organisational 
responsibilities are mandal 
general secretaries, mandal 
presidents and district vice 
presidents. 

Panchayat elections are 
scheduled to be held in 12 
districts of the State in three 
phases from October 6 to Oc¬ 
tober 16. The results will be 
announced on October 21. 


Suspended BHU faculty sent 
on compulsory retirement 


A plea to make Bhopal an ‘accessible’ Smart City 

Inclusive structures, safe public spaces remain elusive for disabled 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

In 2012, an international 
child rights agency offered a 
unique opportunity to Poo- 
nam Shroti, who was desper¬ 
ately looking for a break 
from a dull corporate job. 
She excitedly reached the in¬ 
terview spot - a multi-sto¬ 
reyed hotel, with her mother 
pushing the wheelchair. But 
the absence of a ramp as well 
as a lift left her dispirited, 
and she came back home 
feeling rejected. 

“I tell myself it wasn’t 
worth it in the first place. 
This showed they didn’t care 
about disability,” says Ms. 
Shroti, who has osteogenesis 
imperfecta, a bone disorder 
that has rendered her 100% 
disable. “Don’t let a disabled 
feel disabled, and you end 
up empowering them.” 

Incapacitated by pothole- 



Poonam Shroti with former 
President Pranab Mukherjee. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

ridden roads, steep ramps 
and uneven pathways, she is 
now making a fervent pitch 
for a disabled-friendly Bho¬ 
pal Smart City. If there could 
be a ‘Swachh Bhopal’, why 
couldn’t we have an ‘Accessi¬ 
ble Bhopal’, Ms. Shroti, reci¬ 
pient of a President’s Award 
in 2016, explained. 

Even to visit her aunt’s 
place just 50 metres away, 
she is reluctantly pushed to 
negotiate a minefield of 
potholes. And for her dis¬ 


ability, a bump on the road is 
enough to crack her fragile 
bones, and a jerk to trigger 
vertigo. Days ago, when her 
car driver pressed the brakes 
too late while approaching a 
speed breaker, a finger in her 
left hand cracked. 

Double whammy 

“Did the project involve the 
disabled in formulating poli¬ 
cies concerning them? Was 
there a survey?” she asked. 
For her, a Smart City must in¬ 
clude accessible roads, 
washrooms and parking 
spots that are routinely au¬ 
dited. “For disabled women, 
navigating public spaces is a 
double whammy. There is 
the added element of perso¬ 
nal safety.” 

Only Singapore has of¬ 
fered her a workable reme¬ 
dy. During 10 days there, not 
once did she have to get her 


wheelchair lifted - not even 
in buses and metro rails - or 
have people stare at her. 
Thrilled, she could travel the 
city independently. 

“I returned with the 
sombre feeling of being a de¬ 
pendant again,” said Ms. 
Shroti, 38. 

Inaccessible spaces have 
also blocked her profession¬ 
al growth. Though she had 
an MBA in Finance, recrui¬ 
ters hurled a multitude of 
limiting questions at her. In 
essence, corporates shied 
away from making structural 
and attitudinal changes to be 
disabled-friendly. 

Now, Ms. Shroti trains re¬ 
cruiters on inclusive employ¬ 
ment and is also a motiva¬ 
tional speaker and India’s 
only 100% disabled inter¬ 
viewer for a weekly series 
called ‘Super 10’ on New- 
scrust, a website. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VARANASI 

A BHU professor, who was 
accused of sexual miscon¬ 
duct by some students and 
suspended last year, has 
been sent on compulsory 
retirement, sources said on 
Sunday. 

The decision to retire 
Prof. Shai Kumar Chaube of 


the university’s Zoology De¬ 
partment was taken during 
a meeting chaired by the 
Vice-Chancellor in Delhi on 
Friday. 

Woman students had ac¬ 
cused Prof. Chaube of sex¬ 
ual misconduct during an 
excursion to Bhubaneswar- 
Puri in Odisha in October 
last year. 
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Chief Minister 
Madhya Pradesh. India 


Trust... 

3ust a tiny little word 
However, civilizations are built on trust 
Human existence survives on trust 
Every beginning thrives on trust 
Every business relies on trust 

When you invest in Madhya Pradesh, 
you will see for yourself umpteen 
reasons to put your trust in us 

Here, you will experience the 
convenience of smooth processes and 
transparent business practices 

Enjoy the power of uninterrupted 
supply of resources and efficient social 
infrastructure 

Come here to experience 

The power of trust 

The power of a promise 

The power of commitment 
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* Logistically the most attractive state 
in post-GST era 

- Plentiful availability of raw material 
and unmatched access to markets 

* Responsive to investor-specific 
needs 

* Progressive,transparent and 

ahead-of-the-curve industrial policy 

* Timely payment of promised 
incentives 

* 1,20,000 acres of industrial land 
bank at very competitive prices 

* 900 MCM water reserved for 
industry 


MAGNIFICENT MADHYA PRADESH 
INVESTORS'SUMMIT2019 

INDORE, MADHYA PRADESH, INDIA 
I8TH OCTOBER 


MAGNIFICENT 



To invest, visit investmp.gov.in 
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Dalit Christians demand SC status 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

The National Council of Dalit 
Christians (NCDC) has ap¬ 
pealed to the Union govern¬ 
ment to grant Scheduled 
Castes (SC) status to Dalit 
Christians and Muslims. 

The appeal was made dur¬ 
ing a two-day national ma¬ 
naging committee and spe¬ 
cial general body meetings of 
the NCDC held in Odisha’s 
Gopalpur on September 28 


and 29. The meetings were 
attended by 40 representa¬ 
tives of the organisation from 
all over India. NCDC national 
president V.J. George and 
general secretary E.D. Char¬ 
les along with several other 
top activists attended the two 
national level meetings. 

The leaders appealed to 
the Central government to 
file a positive reply to the civil 
writ petition now listed for fi¬ 
nal hearing in the Supreme 


Court. They want removal of 
paragraph 3 of the Constitu¬ 
tion (Scheduled Castes) Or¬ 
der 1950 that denied SC sta¬ 
tus and rights to Dalit 
Christians and Muslims. “Jus¬ 
tice Ranganath Mishra Com¬ 
mission had given positive re¬ 
commendation regarding it 
but the government is yet to 
follow the recommenda¬ 
tion,” said NCDC media coor¬ 
dinator Dhirendra Nath 
Sabhapati. 
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CBI questions IPS 
officer in Narada case 

Agency takes Mirza to BJP leader Mukul Roy’s house 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

The Narada cash-on-camera 
probe is taking dramatic 
turns almost on a daily basis 
ever since IPS officer S.M.H. 
Mirza was arrested late last 
week. On Sunday, Mr. Mirza 
was taken to the central Kol- 
lcata apartment of BJP lead¬ 
er Mulcul Roy and asked to 
demonstrate how he hand¬ 
ed over the money to Mr. 
Roy as claimed by him. The 
process was videographed 
as well. 

On Saturday, Mr. Mirza 
and Mr. Roy were made to 
sit face-to-face and answer 
questions by the CBI 
officers. 

After Mr. Mirza was ar- 



S.M.H. Mirza 

rested on Thursday, the fo¬ 
cus of the probe shifted 
from Trinamool Congress 
leaders to Mr. Roy, BJP’s key 
face in the State. Mr. Mirza 
claimed in the controversial 
video that he gave money to 
Mr. Roy in his apartment. 

Both Mr. Mirza and Math¬ 
ew Samuel, who produced 
the purported videos expos¬ 
ing that a host of TMC and a 
few BJP leaders were accept- 
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ing cash promising various 
benefits in return, claimed 
that Mr. Roy was paid mo¬ 
ney. Mr. Roy has denied the 
allegation. But the scenario 
changed after the arrest of 
Mr. Mirza as the IPS officer 
was considered to be close 
to Mr. Roy. By arresting him, 
the CBI indicated that it was 
keen on zeroing in on Mr. 
Roy. 

“If the CBI was interested 
in probing the TMC leaders, 
they could have easily 
picked any one of about a 
dozen of them who took 
money on camera. But they 
did not do that; the CBI 
picked up an officer known 
for his proximity to Roy,” a 
BJP leader said. 


Four held on charges 
of torture of students 

Lecturer among those arrested 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

Four personnel of a residen¬ 
tial higher secondary insti¬ 
tution, including a lecturer 
and three hostel staff, were 
arrested in Odisha’s Ber- 
hampur on charges of tor¬ 
ture of students. According 
to Santosini Oram, Inspec¬ 
tor in-charge of the Berham- 
pur Sadar police station, the 
misdeeds of the arrested 
persons came to light on Sa¬ 
turday. 

As part of an investiga¬ 
tion into a case related to 
disappearance of a plus 2 
student of the same institu¬ 
tion, a police team had 
reached its hostel. Accord¬ 
ing to police sources, the 
student went missing from 
the hostel on September 26. 


The institution is located in 
the Bhabinipur area of Ber- 
hampur and around 200 
students reside in its hostel.. 

Deep wounds 

During interrogation of hos¬ 
tel inmates, four students 
complained that they had 
been ruthlessly beaten up 
by a lecturer and three staff 
of the hostel. The students 
also had deep wounds. The 
lecturer and the hostel staff 
had resorted to physical tor¬ 
ture of the students alleging 
that they had information 
about their missing 
classmate. 

Later, parents of one of 
the injured students hied an 
FIR that led to arrest of the 
lecturer and the three hostel 
staff of the institution. 


Biryani chain owner among 14 held for gambling 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLICATA 

The owner of a biryani chain 
was among 14 people arrest¬ 
ed during raids at poker 
clubs in the city, a senior 
police officer said on 
Sunday. 

Acting on a tip-off, the an¬ 
ti-rowdy section of the Kol- 
kata police’s Detective De¬ 
partment conducted 


simultaneous raids at poker 
clubs in Park Street and Sha¬ 
kespeare Sarani areas on Sa¬ 
turday evening. Joint Com¬ 
missioner (Crime) Murli 
Dhar said. 

“A total of 14 people were 
arrested from two poker 
clubs during the raids. Poker 
dice and playing cards were 
seized,” he said. 

The owner of the biryani 


chain and six others were ar¬ 
rested during a raid at a club 
on Camac Street, the officer 
said, adding that board mo¬ 
ney amounting to ^94,300 
was seized. 

During the second raid at 
another club on AJC Bose 
Road, seven persons were 
arrested and ^90,000, poker 
dice and playing cards were 
seized, he said. 
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NOTICE is hereby given that HARMEET 
KAUR D/o NARAIN SINGH R/o WZ-4, 
PLOT NO 19 C, 2ND FLOOR, GALI NO 5, 
KRISHNA PARK, TILAK NAGAR, NEW 
DELHI- 110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is 
applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 
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Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 



mama 


PAVAN KUMAR’S IAS 


E(An Academy of General Studies & Public Administration) 


Admissions are on 


Public 

Administration 


1 REGULAR 1 
| BATCH I 


recti 

TEST SERIES (MAINS 2020)IHHifrl 


raMEEmEa: 


ETHICS 

Starts: 10" Octl 


a 


ECONOMY 

■Starts: 10 th Oct. 


[ For more details: www.pavankumarias.com ] 

O 0447412060,0447532310,0011366520 

18/4, First Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar, 0 pp. Aggarwal Sweets, New Delhi-110060 


Results prove over unparallel supremacy 
and leadership in Philosophy 


PHILOSOPHY 


Helpful in G.S. (Papver-IV) & Essay Paper O Highly Logical 

No need of academic background of the subject 

Updated meticulously designed material with new approach. 


Excellent Results in 

Civil Services Examination (CSE) 2018-19 



MARKS in PHILOSOPHY 2018 

Students I E.B. I Marks I Rank 


Garima Agrawal 


Veer Pratap Singh 


Jasleen Kaur 


Sidharth Goyal 


Siddhartha Nahar 


Singhvi R Kundanmal 


Shaikh Md Zaib Zakir 


Alok Kumar Tiwari 


Hari Shankar 


Anuj Pratap Singh 


Sudhambika R. 


B.Tech 


B.Tech 


M.Sc. 


MBA 


B.A. 


B.Sc. (Phy.) 


Mec. Eng. 


B.Tech+MBA 


B.A. 


IIT-ECE 


B.Tech 


274 


306 


296 


298 


276 


286 


283 


270 


295 


288 


301 


40 


92 


152 


153 


182 


202 


225 


332 


428 


441 


624 


FINAL RESULT 22+ 


BATCH BEGINS with OPEN SESSION 

5:30 PM 


OCTOBER 


10 


KAROL BAGH 


ADMISSION OPEN 

First Come First Serve Basis (Limited Seats) 


PATANJALI IAS 

KAROL BAGH, Old Rajendra Nagar, New Delhi 

Mob.: 9811583851, 87501-87505 


SITUATION VACANTlSITUATION VACANT 


GENERAL 


GENERAL 


Chegg 

A Smarter Way to Student 

(-HIRING-) 

L— SUBJECT EXPERTS -J 

Work From Home 

★ ★ ★ 

Earn for Every 
Question Answered 
★ ★ ★ 

Top Experts 
Earn 1 Lac/Month 


—Apply on— 
experts.cheggindia.com 


PHOTONS IAS 


CAREER CONCLAVE (VACANCIES) 


Applications are invited for post of Professor-3 
Associate Professor-5, Assistant Professor-8 
Receptionist-2, Content Developer-10 


GENERAL STUDIES,CSAT 


History , Geography, Economics, Ethics, I.R 
Current Affairs, Maths, Reasoning,English 


INTERVIEW ON OCT 2, 2019 


Send your resume along with experience 
documents upto 1st October 2019 
at iasphotons@gmail.com 


www.photonsias.com 


981 0478303,8837407092 


GEOGRAPHY OPTIONAL, www. 

rajendraias.com, Best Quality at GEETHA IAS Academy offers the best 
Less FEE, Contact for FREE Demo, coaching to Civil Services’ Aspi- 
99 90 34 79 69 rants on General Studies- Prelims 

& Mains, CSAT & Optional. PI. con- 

^ —- 1 tact:—9958229904, 8800224496 & 

JE Tl 9971850620. 

i 

I 

I 

I 
l 

I 

i 

I 

I 


© 






Z 

s 

< 

a 

to 



NEW BATCHES 



I 



73, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR 1 73, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR 

011-45090051,9818333201 





GEOGRAPHIA IAS INSTITUTE 

92, 1st Floor, Old Rajender Nagar, Main Market 
Back Side Entry, Near Kotak Mahindra Bank, New Delhi-60 

+9198616 488321 +917912037821 


EDUCATIONAL 



only! 

Enroll today for 

GS (Pre+Main) 
Program 

1,000 Hours 

of Live Classes 

Hurry! Limited period offer. 

AIR 1 

in UPSC 1 
Civil Services | 

2017, 2015 & 2013! 1 


$ 8882-120-120 

| www.careerlauncher.com/upsc 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that Mr. Kewal Krishan 
Oberoi & Mr. Gulshan Kumar Oberoi both S/o Late 
Mr. Ishar Dass Oberoi “ Seller ” who claims to be 
owner and in possession of Property No. B-1/13 
with Terrace rights, Situated at Rana Partap Bagh, 
Delhi, (hereinafter called the said property) by 
virtue of Relinquishment Deed executed by Mr. 
Joginder Lai Oberoi Mr. Agia Ram Oberoi, Mrs. 
Parvesh Sablok, Mrs. Satya Rani, Mr. Rajesh 
Oberoi, Mrs. Alka Malhotra & Mrs. Rachna Bhalla 
and Partition Deed executed between Mr. Kewal 
Krishan Oberoi & Mr. Gulshan Kumar Oberoi 
Registration No. 5479 at SR VIA has agreed to 
sell the said property to DAVINDER BAHL and 
Said DAVINDER BAHL has agreed create 
mortgage of the said Property in favour of our 
clients, IDFC First Bank Limited, having its office at 
ITO. All person/s /Institution/s having any claim 
against or in respect of the said Property, or any 
part thereof, by way of sale, exchange, mortgage 
(equitable/registered or otherwise), gift, trust, 
inheritance, lien or otherwise howsoever, are 
hereby requested to notify the same in writing to us 
with supporting documentary evidence at the 
address mentioned below within 15 days from the 
date hereof, failing which the claim or claims, if any, 
of such person or persons will be considered to 
have been waived and/or abandoned and our 
client shall proceed with the disbursement of loan 
against the said property and subsequent creation 
of mortgage in respect thereof. 

Vishal Diwan (Advocate) 
For Diwan and Company LLP 
Advocates and Solicitors 
HNo.2 (LGF), NRI Complex N. D.-19 
Mob. No. 9818399999 
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Barring a few, Cong, fields party 
bigwigs in first candidate list 

Ashok Chavan back in the Assembly fight; Thorat, Vadettiwar named too 


In the fray 






Ashok Chavan 

- Bhokar, 

Nanded district 

Balasaheb Thorat 

- Sangamner, 
Ahmednagar district 

Vijay Vadettiwar 

- Brahmapuri, 
Chandrapur district 

(^j) 



Vishwajeet Kadam 

- Palus-Kadegaon, 
Sangli district 

Amit Deshmukh 

- Latur city, 

Latur district 

Praniti Shinde 

- Solapur Central, 
Solapur district 

(j^| 

€1 


Nitin Raut 

- Nagpur North, 
Nagpur district 

Varsha Gaikwad 

- Dharavi, Mumbai 

City district 

Amin Patel 

- Mumbadevi, 
Mumbai City district 


Satara bypoll: suspense over 
Chavan contesting continues 

Supporters want Congressman to fight Karad Assembly seat 



Home turf: Prithviraj Chavan was the Karad MP thrice before 
being elected as MLAfrom Karad South in 2014. -filephoto 


Pro-tribal 
outfit to fight 
Assembly 
elections 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

THANE 

The Shramjeevi Sanghata¬ 
na, an outfit working for 
tribal welfare, which sup¬ 
ported the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in past elec¬ 
tions, has decided to con¬ 
test some seats on its own 
in the Maharashtra As¬ 
sembly polls next month. 

Despite the Sanghatana, 
led by former MLA Vivek 
Pandit, having supported 
the BJP all along, the party 
has “not done anything for 
tribals,” the outfit’s general 
secretary, Balaram Bhoir, 
told reporters on Sunday. 
“We will contest all six As¬ 
sembly seats in Palghar dis¬ 
trict and at least four seats 
in Thane,” he said. 

At a meeting of the of¬ 
fice-bearers of the Shram¬ 
jeevi Sanghatana from 
Thane, Palghar, Nashik, 
Raigad and Mumbai held 
here on Saturday, there 
was a unanimous demand 
that this time it should con¬ 
test elections on its own, 
Mr. Bhoir said. 

“The members were of 
the opinion that the Sang¬ 
hatana should neither sup¬ 
port anyone nor take sup¬ 
port from anyone,” he said. 
They also pointed out that 
most of the demands of tri¬ 
bals had been pending for 
years, with the ruling party 
only giving assurances. 

“It was on account of 
our support that the BJP 
nominees could get elected 
to Parliament from Thane 
and Palghar, but this time 
we are sure to win at least a 
couple of seats and even 
ensure defeat of candi¬ 
dates put up by the ruling 
party in some constituen¬ 
cies,” Mr. Bhoir said. 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The All India Congress Com¬ 
mittee (AICC) on Sunday 
announced its first list of 51 
candidates for the Maharash¬ 
tra Assembly polls, naming 
party bigwigs from the State 
and repeating most of its 
sitting MLAs. 

Interestingly, the list does 
not include former chief mi¬ 
nister Prithviraj Chavan, 
who represents the Karad 
South Assembly constituen¬ 
cy. The senior leader is being 
urged by the Congress and 
ally Nationalist Congress Par¬ 
ty (NCP) to contest the Satara 
Lok Sabha bypoll against 
Udayanraje Bhosale. Mr. 
Bhosale, who won the Lok 
Sabha seat on an NCP ticket 
in May, has resigned as MP 
and defected to the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party (BJP). 

Prominent names in the 
list include former chief mi¬ 
nister and ex-State unit chief 
Ashok Chavan. Mr. Chavan 
lost the 2019 Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion on his home turf in 
Nanded and has now decid¬ 
ed to contest from Bhokar 
Assembly segment, held by 
his wife, Amita, since 2014. 
He will file his nomination 
on September 30. 

State unit chief Balasaheb 
Thorat will be contesting the 
Sangamner seat in Ahmed- 
nagar district, while Leader 
of Opposition Vijay Vadetti¬ 
war will contest from Bram- 
hapuri seat in Chandrapur 
district. Congress’s lone Lok 
Sabha MP Suresh Dhanorkar 
from Chandrapur has man¬ 
aged to secure a ticket for his 
wife, Pratibha, from Warora 
in the same district. 

The list also includes, sit¬ 


ting MLAs ICC. Padvi from 
Akkalkuwa (ST) in Nandur- 
bar, Yashomati Thalcur from 
Tivsa in Amaravati, Amit 
Deshmukh from Latur city, 
Basavraj Patil from Ausa in 
Latur, Praniti Shinde from 
Solapur Central, and Vishwa- 
jeet Kadam from Palus-Kade- 
gaon in Sangli to name a few. 
The party’s all-India Sche¬ 
duled Caste cell president Ni- 
tin Raut will contest from 
Nagpur North (SC). 

While the senior-most 
MLA of the Congress, Mad- 
hukrrao Chavan, has been gi¬ 
ven another chance from 
Tuljapur in Osmanabad dis¬ 
trict, Ruturaj Patil from Kol¬ 


hapur South is the newcom¬ 
er on the list. 

The Purandar Assembly 
constituency had become a 
bone of contention between 
the Congress and NCP, with 
each claiming it had the 
strongest candidate. The 
NCP has finally relented, and 
decided to support Congress 
candidate Sanjay Jagtap for 
this seat. 

Mumbai and around 

In Mumbai, meanwhile, the 
Congress announced candi¬ 
dates for nine seats, includ¬ 
ing MLAs Amin Patel from 
Mumbadevi, Varsha Gaik- 
wad from Dharavi and Na- 


seem Khan from Chandivli. 

Former MLAs Ashok Jad¬ 
hav and Chandrakant Han- 
dore will contest from Andh- 
eri West and Chembur 
respectively, while MLC Ash¬ 
ok alias Bhai Jagtap will be 
the party candidate from Co- 
laba. Former MLA Baba Sid- 
diqui’s son Zishan will con¬ 
test from Bandra East, while 
Mumbai corporator Suresh 
Koparkar is in the fray in 
Bhandup West. 

Youth congress leader Ga- 
nesh Yadav will contest from 
Sion-Koliwada, former MLA 
Muzaffar Hussain will be 
fielded from Mira-Bhayan- 
der, and Rohit Salve will be 
the party’s face in the Am- 
bernath (SC) constituency. 

Interestingly, the party 
has not announced names 
for the Wadala and Malad 
constituencies, which it won 
in 2014. Wadala MLA Kalidas 
Kolambkar has already 
joined the BJP, while Malad’s 
Aslam Sheikh is reportedly 
in talks to defect to either the 
BJP or Shiv Sena. 

The party is also facing in¬ 
fighting over the Kalina seat, 
with allegations of senior 
party leaders trying to delib¬ 
erately field a weak 
candidate. 

Apart from Aslam Sheikh, 
the first list has also not 
named D.S. Ahire in Sakri 
(ST) and Kashiram Pawar 
from Shirpur (ST), both in 
Dhule district. Rahul Bondre 
from Chikhli in Buldhana dis¬ 
trict, Siddharam Mhetre of 
Akkalkot and Bharat Bhelke 
of Pandharpur, both in Sola¬ 
pur district, also don’t figure 
in the list. These six MLAs are 
reportedly in talks to switch 
to the ruling coalition. 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Senior Congress leader 
Prithviraj Chavan, who is be¬ 
ing pressed by the top brass 
of both the Sharad Pawar-led 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) and the Congress to 
contest the Satara Lok Sabha 
by-election, on Sunday said 
he would announce his deci¬ 
sion in a day or two, even as 
his supporters urged him to 
contest the Assembly polls 
instead. 

“We will come to a deci¬ 
sion in one or two days by 
taking into account your 
wishes, by respecting the 
high command’s opinion as 
well as my own survey,” the 
former chief minister said at 
massive gathering of his sup¬ 
porters in Karad. 

The meeting had been 
called to discuss the opi¬ 
nions of Mr. Chavan’s 
supporters. 

Earlier, in emphatic re¬ 
presentations, the Congress¬ 
man’s ardent followers un¬ 
animously urged him not to 
contest the Satara by-elec¬ 
tion but fight and win the Ka¬ 
rad South seat in the As¬ 
sembly polls. “Karad does 
not wish to be indebted to 
the ‘kindnesses’ of Chief Mi¬ 
nister Devendra Fadnavis 
and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) State chief Chandra¬ 
kant Patil,” was the refrain of 
Mr. Chavan’s supporters. 

Mr. Chavan said, “My firm 
bond with Karad began in 
1991 ... today, our democra¬ 
cy, our Congress party is in 
danger as the BJP govern¬ 
ment is out to destroy 
democracy.” 

Mr. Chavan represented 
Karad thrice as MP before 
being elected as MLA from 


Karad South in the 2014 As¬ 
sembly polls. 

Mr. Chavan accused the 
State government of break¬ 
ing opposition parties by 
either misusing probe agen¬ 
cies or by buying out opposi¬ 
tion leaders and MLAs. “The 
BJP’s plan is impose a dicta¬ 
torship of a single party. 
They want to destroy the 
ideology of the Congress, 
but ours is the party of ideals 
... Karad shall be the centre 
of the renaissance of a new 
Congress,” Mr. Chavan said. 

According to a close aide, 
Mr. Chavan would be entire¬ 
ly dependent on the NCP for 
help if he chose to contest 
the Satara by-election, as on¬ 
ly the Karad seat is with the 
Congress at the moment and 
the district is predominantly 
an NCP bastion. 

“Furthermore, Mr. Cha¬ 
van’s work is prominent in 
his Assembly constituency, 
and people have immense 
respect for him as a person,” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, speaking in 


Mumbai, NCP State presi¬ 
dent Jayant Patil, too, ack¬ 
nowledged Mr. Chavan’s re¬ 
luctance to contest the 
Satara Lok Sabha 
by-election. 

“It appears that he [Mr. 
Chavan] and his supporters 
are not very enthusiastic 
about him contesting the by¬ 
poll. We are holding discus¬ 
sions with the Congress 
leaders and will reach a deci¬ 
sion soon, perhaps by Mon¬ 
day afternoon,” Mr. Patil 
said. 

The Satara Lok Sabha by¬ 
poll has been necessitated 
by the resignation of former 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) MP from Satara, 
Udayanraje Bhosale, who re¬ 
cently switched alliances to 
join the BJP. The Election 
Commission has announced 
October 21 as the date of the 
by-election, the same day as 
the Assembly polls. 

NCP chief Sharad Pawar, 
who suggested Mr.Chavan’s 
name, does not wish to con¬ 
test the bypoll. 




PM wrong, Buddha’s teachings 
of no use, says Sambhaji Bhide 

Hindutva leader criticises Modi’s speech at UNGA 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Devendra Fadnavis rank 
among Sambhaji Bhide's admirers. ■ file photo 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Hindutva leader Sambhaji 
Bhide, who was booked for 
allegedly orchestrating the 
Bhima-Koregaon clashes in 
2018, has stirred up contro¬ 
versy yet again by objecting 
to a part of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s speech at 
the 74th United Nations Gen¬ 
eral Assembly. 

Mr. Bhide, who heads the 
fringe right-wing Sangli- 
based outfit Shiv Pratishthan 
Hindustan, said the PM was 
“wrong” to say that India 
has given “Buddha and not 
yuddha (war) to the world.” 

Remarking that the teach¬ 
ings of the Buddha were of 
no use, the octogenarian, 
known for his provocative 
claims, said it was the ideals 
and principles of Maratha 
warrior kings Chhatrapati 
Shivaji and his son, Sambha¬ 
ji, that were required to keep 
peace in the world. 

“The PM says that India 
has given the Buddha to the 
world ... that may be so, but 
the Buddha’s teachings are 
of no use ... The PM has spo¬ 
ken erroneously. The right 
code of conduct and beha¬ 
viour [dharma need ] were 
demonstrated by Shivaji and 
Sambhaji. But Maharashtra 
can rectify this error [in the 
PM’s address] by perpetuat¬ 
ing the tradition of Shiv 
Jayanti [celebrating Shivaji’s 
birth anniversary] which is 
our work,” Mr. Bhide said at 
an event in Sangli on 
Saturday. 

Both Mr. Modi and Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
rank among Mr, Bhide’s big¬ 
gest admirers, regarding him 
as an exemplar of simple liv¬ 
ing and an “inspirational 
teacher”. Mr. Modi had visit¬ 
ed Mr. Bhide’s home in San¬ 
gli to seek his blessings dur¬ 
ing the 2014 Lok Sabha 
election campaign. 

Opposition hits out 

Mr. Bhide’s remarks dubbing 
the Buddha as “irrelevant” 
drew a storm of criticism 
from the opposition, as well 
as from pro-Maratha outfits 
like the Sambhaji Brigade. 


“The Buddha has shown 
India and the world the path 
of peace ... but while the PM 
talks about the Buddha at 
world forums, his guru 
[Sambhaji Bhide] says so¬ 
mething altogether diffe¬ 
rent,” State Congress chief 
Balasaheb Thorat said in 
Mumbai. 

NCP leader Jitendra 
Awhad said that to under¬ 
stand the teachings of the 
Buddha, one first ought to 
have some buddhi (brains). 
“It was Gautam Buddha, 
who, through his teachings, 
introduced the world to sa- 
matajnana (knowledge of 
equality) ... Unfortunately, 
in Maharashtra, after Nathu- 
ram Godse, we now have his 
successor in the form of 
Sambhaji Bhide,” Mr. Awhad 
said. 

Sambhaji Brigade leader 
Santosh Shinde said Mr. 
Bhide was deliberately at¬ 
tempting to sow discord bet¬ 
ween the Maratha and Dalit 
communities as the latter 
had embraced Buddhism. 

“All through the after- 
math of the Bhima-Koregaon 
clashes, Mr. Bhide was re¬ 
peatedly given a clean chit 
by the Devendra Fadnavis 
government. He was not 
even probed for his role in 
stoking hatred between two 
communities despite an FIR 
being lodged against him. 
Even now, he is carrying on 
with his divisive comments,” 
Mr. Shinde said. 

A long-time member of 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), Mr. Bhide left 


the organisation to found his 
own outfit in the 1980s. He 
has a formidable following 
in the sugar belt districts of 
Sangli, Satara and Kolhapur. 

Legal trouble 

FIRs were lodged on January 
2, 2018, a day after the Bhi¬ 
ma-Koregaon clashes, 
against Mr. Bhide and Milind 
Ekbote, who heads the fringe 
outfit Samasta Hindu 
Aghadi. 

An FIR in Pimpri-Chinch- 
wad against the two was re¬ 
gistered by Anita Ravindra 
Salve, a member of the Ba- 
hujan Republican Socialist 
Party, and Anjana Gaikwad. 
The Shikrapur police, too, 
had lodged a case against 
Mr. Ekbote under Section 
307 (attempt to murder) and 
other sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and the Maha¬ 
rashtra Property Damage 
Act. 

While Mr. Bhide has never 
been questioned by the pol¬ 
ice in connection with the 
clashes, Mr. Ekbote is out on 
conditional bail. 

Earlier this month, Mr. 
Bhide again raised eyebrows 
with his remarks after the lu¬ 
nar craft Vikram of the 
Chandrayaan 2 mission 
failed to land on the moon 
minutes before its descent. 
He claimed that the 39th at¬ 
tempt by the National Aero¬ 
nautics and Space Adminis¬ 
tration to send a spacecraft 
to the moon was successful 
because it was launched on 
Ekadashi day as per the In¬ 
dian system of time. 


Rhythm and beats 



BJP MLA sues 
opponents for 
defamation + 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

GONDIA 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) MLA Sanjay Puram 
has filed a defamation case 
against his opponents, ac¬ 
cusing them of maligning 
his image. This comes soon 
after a video, which pur¬ 
portedly showed him danc¬ 
ing with a bar girl, went vi¬ 
ral on social media. 

In the video, Mr. Puram, 
who represents Amgaon- 
Deori seat in Gondia dis¬ 
trict, is seen holding the 
hand of a bar girl and a li¬ 
quor bottle while dancing 
on a Bollywood number. 

However, the legislator 
has claimed the video was 
“doctored” and featured 
his “lookalike”. Talking to 
reporters in Deori, he al¬ 
leged that it was a “conspi¬ 
racy” by his opponents to 
malign his image ahead of 
the State polls. He said the 
opposition was doing so as 
it was “scared of defeat”. 


‘Economic slowdown 
a man-made disaster’ 


Japanese tourists complain of 
bad roads, bumpy ride to Ajanta 


Cong, blames govt, for ‘wrong’ policies 


‘Will recommend caves back home, but warn of bad roads’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PANAJI 

Congress spokesperson 
Gaurav Vallabh has hit out at 
the Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi-led government 
for the economic slowdown 
in the country, dubbing it a 
“man- made disaster”. 

He said the economy is 
being run on emotions, false 
stories and gaudy explana¬ 
tions rather than on logic 
and facts. “The current eco¬ 
nomic crisis is a man-made 
disaster, with demonetisa¬ 
tion, hasty implementation 
of the GST, wrong policies 
and very often policy roll¬ 
backs, which caused the dis¬ 
astrous economic crisis that 
India is facing today,” he 
said on Saturday. 

He was in Goa to deliver a 
keynote address on the ‘Cur¬ 
rent state of economic crisis’ 
organised by the Goa Pra¬ 
desh Congress Committee. 


“If the informal economy 
is into the negative, where 
will the shortfall in the 
growth rates come from?” 
he asked. He claimed the ac¬ 
tual growth rate will be in 
negative, if the negative 
growth of informal sector is 
accounted for. “The Naren¬ 
dra Modi-led government 
has converted India’s demo¬ 
graphic dividend into demo¬ 
graphic disaster,” the Con¬ 
gress leader alleged. 

On the issue of the crisis- 
hit Punjab and Maharashtra 
Cooperative (PMC) Bank, he 
demanded that an FIR be re¬ 
gistered immediately 
against all its directors. He 
said one of the bank’s direc¬ 
tors is the son of a BJP MLA 
from Mumbai. 

“We demand safety and 
refund of people’s hard- 
earned money. Depositors 
should be allowed to with¬ 
draw their funds.” 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AURANGABAD 

The famous Ajanta Caves are 
beautiful, but the journey to 
the site is “very painful”, 
tourists from Japan have 
complained. 

A group of six Japanese 
nationals visited the caves 
on Friday, located around 
100 km from the district 
headquarters, where footfall 
has been going down due to 
poor condition of the key 
connecting road. 

“Once we go back, we will 
surely recommend to our 
countrymen to visit the 
Ajanta Caves, but we will al¬ 
so let them know about the 
bad condition of the Auran- 
gabad-Ajanta road. We will 
ask them to check the road 
conditions before planning 
the trip,” tourist Sakai Hi¬ 
roshi told PTI. 

“It took us just about two 
hours to see the caves. 


which are beautiful, but we 
spent eight-long hours on 
our journey, which gave us 
body pain,” he said, speak¬ 
ing through translator Daya- 
nand Upadhyay. 

Mr. Hiroshi said he would 
like to visit the caves again, 
but only after the main road 
is smoothly operational. 
“Our government is also 
spending money here and 
tourism is a key area for that. 
The Indian government 
should check this and re¬ 
solve the bad road issue 
fast,” he said. 

Oda Yaoyi, a Tokyo-based 
woman who was part of the 
tourist group, said, “During 
the entire journey on the Au- 
rangabad-Ajanta road, we 
couldn’t find a toilet facility 
till we reached near the 
caves.” “The buses are big 
and tourists (arriving early) 
need to wait for a sufficient 
number of passengers be¬ 


fore these vehicles start,” 
she said. Instead, they can 
operate smaller vehicles 
which will help visitors save 
some time, she suggested. 

Mr. Upadhyay, a Delhi- 
based guide, said earlier 
when the road was not so 
bad, he would visit once or 
twice every a month with Ja¬ 
panese tourists. “But this 
year, this is just my second 
trip to the caves,” he said. 

An official of the Public 
Works Department here said 
last week that the work or¬ 
der for repairing two lanes 
of the Aurangabad-Jalgaon 
road with paved shoulders 
was given in June 2017 and 
was supposed to be complet¬ 
ed by June this year. In the 
meantime, this work was ex¬ 
panded to four lanes in Janu¬ 
ary this year. “Now, a new 
deadline of January 2021 has 
been set up for completion 
of the work,” he had said. 
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Residents of Maradu flats start moving out 

Authorities turn down request for more time; evacuation to be completed by October 3 

Builders own a good 
number of houses 



Residents of Alfa Serene apartments loading household 
goods in a mini truck on Sunday. 



Mar Abimalek Timotheus 
proclaimed as Saint 


THRISSUR 

Mar Abimalek Timotheus, 
former Metropolitan of 
Malabar and India (1878- 
1945), was officially 
proclaimed as saint by 
Catholicos Patriarch Maran 
Mar Gewargis III Sliwa at a 
function held here on 
Sunday. A holy synod of the 
Assyrian Church of the East 
held at Erbil, Iraq, in May 
2019, decided to canonise 
Mar Abimalek Timotheus. 

Ankurarpanam festival 
celebrated in Tirumala 

TIRUMALA 

Ankurarpanam festival, a 
prelude to all events in 
Tirumala, was celebrated on 
Sunday at the sacred abode of 
Lord Venkateswara. With the 
annual Brahmotsavams 
scheduled to start on 
Monday, the festival was 
ceremoniously observed at 
the hill temple. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

Residents of the Maradu 
apartments began moving 
out of their homes on Sun¬ 
day as the authorities turned 
down their request for more 
time for evacuation. The 
evacuation process will have 
to be completed by October 
3, as submitted by the Kerala 
government in the Supreme 
Court. 

The State plans to begin 
demolition of the buildings, 
as ordered by the Supreme 
Court, on October 11. The Su¬ 
preme Court had ordered 
the Kerala government to 
pull down the structures af¬ 
ter they were found have to 
violated the Coastal Regula¬ 
tion Zone guidelines. 

Though the residents 
launched a hunger strike at 
H20 apartments in the 
morning demanding more 
time and financial aid for 
moving household goods, 
the district administration 


refused to budge, forcing 
them to withdraw the prot¬ 
est by the afternoon. Citing 
the time-line approved by 
the Supreme Court, the 
authorities said the evacua¬ 
tion process would have to 
be completed as per 
schedule. 

The authorities promised 


■THULASI KAKKAT 

to take up the demand for ^1 
lakh each for the residents 
towards shifting expenses. 
They also wanted the go¬ 
vernment to pay the rent for 
the apartments that have 
been identified for rehabili¬ 
tating them. The govern¬ 
ment should not act as a real 
estate broker but a facilitator 


K.S. S UDHI 

ICOCHI 

The builders and promoters 
of the four apartment 
complexes in Maradu have 
been found holding a 
significant number of 
housing units in each 
building, which are being 
readied for demolition. 

A preliminary estimate 
showed that the builders 


for supporting the apart¬ 
ment owners who have lost 
their homes, said Shamsud- 
heen Karunagappally, conve¬ 
nor of the action council. 

The representatives of 
apartment owners raised the 
demands at a meeting with 
District Collector S. Suhas 
and Sub-Collector Snehil Ku- 


owned around 10% of the 
total number of apartments 
in each complex. 

The exact number of 
apartment units owned by 
the builders and other 
individuals will be known 
shortly as the Maradu 
municipality has started 
drawing up the list of 
owners as entered in its 
records. 


mar Singh. District police 
chief (Kochi City) Vijay Sakre 
was also present. 

However, a senior govern¬ 
ment official said such de¬ 
mands could not be accept¬ 
ed, and that the expenses for 
shifting goods and rent of 
apartments would have to be 
borne by the residents. 


Girish Karnad’s last play 
is ready to be staged 


War of words over alleged 
tapping of seer’s phone 

Fresh round of duel begins between the JD(S) and the BJP 


K.V. A DITYA BHARADWAJ 

BENGALURU 

Girish Karnad's last play 
Ralcshasa Tangadi/Crossing 
to Talikota, which depicts 
the fall of the Vijayanagara 
empire, will premiere on 
stage this week in Kannada 
and English. Mr. Karnad 
passed away in June this 
year. 

While Rohini and Nandan 
Nilekani Philanthropies will 
present a lavish mega pro¬ 
duction in English, directed 
by noted director Arjun Saj- 
nani, the Kannada produc¬ 
tion is part of the Ninasam 
Tirugata, performed by stu¬ 
dents of the Heggodu-based 
theatre school. 



Girish Karnad 


Mr. Sajnani, who has ear¬ 
lier produced three of Kar¬ 
nad's plays - Tughlaq, Fire 
and Rain and Bali - was in¬ 
itially overwhelmed by the 
play and its scale when Kar¬ 
nad gave him the manu¬ 
script for production. “The 


main challenge was its scale, 
to give the play the platform 
it deserved. My forte has 
been big productions, but 
even to me, this was big,” he 
said, adding that funding by 
Rohini and Nandan Nilekani 
Philanthropies made it 
possible. 

The play is a nuanced take 
on the fall of the Vijayanaga¬ 
ra empire in a war with the 
Sultans, often painted in 
communal colours. 

Karnad had, in an inter¬ 
view, told The Hindu that he 
researched the subject for 
three years and he “invented 
very little in the play as eve¬ 
rything was very much 
there”. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

A fresh verbal duel has be¬ 
gun between the Janata Dal 
(Secular) and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party after leaders of 
the saffron party accused 
former Karnataka Chief Mi¬ 
nister H.D. Kumaraswamy of 
tapping the phone of Adi- 
chunchanagiri Mutt seer Nir- 
malanandanatha Swami. 

Revenue Minister and BJP 
leader R. Ashok had alleged 
that the seer’s phone had 
been tapped. 

The BJP had mounted an 
attack on Mr. Kumaraswamy 
with Deputy Chief Minister 


C.N. Ashwath Narayan too 
taking serious exception to 
the alleged phone-tapping. 

Concerned over this, Mr. 
Kumaraswamy took to Twit¬ 
ter on Sunday and said, “My 
name is being unnecessarily 
dragged into the 
controversy.” 

“The media reports that 
the seer’s phone had been 
tapped during my regime as 
Chief Minister and the state¬ 
ments of political leaders in 
this regard have caused un¬ 
bearable pain in my heart. 
More than anything else, the 
hurt it could have caused to 
the seer has increased my 


pain,” Mr. Kumaraswamy 
tweeted. 

Demands apology 

But the war of words did not 
stop there as Karnataka 
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu- 
rappa’s son B.Y. Vijayendra 
joined the issue by demand¬ 
ing that Mr. Kumaraswamy 
should apologise to the seer 
“if he is left with some mo¬ 
rality”. 

Referring to a media re¬ 
port, he even alleged that 
the seer’s telephone number 
had been included among 
those who were smuggling 
red sanders logs. 



Priests belonging to the Orthodox group entering the 
St. Mary's Church at Piravom on Sunday, -special arrangement 


Orthodox group holds 
mass at Piravom church 


Jacobite faction marks ritual on road 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

The Orthodox faction of the 
Malankara church celebrat¬ 
ed mass inside the St. Mary's 
Church at Piravom on Sun¬ 
day morning under police 
protection as per a court or¬ 
der. The mass was led by vi¬ 
car of the parish Fr. Scariah 
Vattakkatti. He was accom¬ 
panied by two of his assis¬ 
tants. 

Meanwhile, the Jacobite 
group, which has been hold¬ 
ing the church until the pol¬ 
ice forcibly evicted them 
from its premises in accor¬ 
dance with a High Court di¬ 
rective, celebrated mass 
near the busy Piravom junc¬ 
tion at a cupola as thou¬ 
sands gathered along the 
road. The mass was led by 
Fr. Varghese Panachiyil. No 
untoward incidents have 
been reported. 

The celebration of the 
mass by the Orthodox group 
inside the Piravom church is 
the culmination of a process 
that started with the Su¬ 
preme Court verdict of July 
2017, which ended parallel 
administration and holding 
of services in the parishes 
under the Malankara 
church. Until now, the two 


factions celebrated mass 
taking weekly turns as de¬ 
cided by the district 
administration. 

The stand off between 
the two groups for rights ov¬ 
er the church had led to ugly 
scenes on Thursday. The 
police had to intervene and 
forcefully remove hundreds 
of Jacobite adherents, who 
had occupied the church for 
about two days. 

While the Jacobite group 
occupied the church, the 
Orthodox group had put up 
a tent outside the church to 
hold prayers to protest the 
violation of the Supreme 
Court verdict. 

‘Justice denied’ 

The Jacobite group de¬ 
scribed the action on Sun¬ 
day as denial of justice. The 
group has maintained that it 
was being expelled from the 
church where it had a ma¬ 
jority in terms of numbers. 

However, the Orthodox 
group has maintained that it 
was not expelling any one 
from the church and that 
anyone, who believed in the 
1934 constitution of the Ma¬ 
lankara church, could at¬ 
tend the services and rituals 
at the church. 


End uranium 
mining, says 
A.P. Opposition 

STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

Opposition parties have, in 
one voice, opposed the on¬ 
going exploration for ura¬ 
nium in Andhra Pradesh, 
and demanded that the 
YSRCP government pass a 
resolution in the Assembly 
making it clear that it will 
not support mining for the 
mineral in the State. 

At a roundtable on ‘Ura¬ 
nium Mining - Disaster’ or¬ 
ganised by the A.P. State 
Council of the CPI here on 
Sunday, a resolution was 
unanimously passed seek¬ 
ing Chief Minister Y.S. Ja- 
gan Mohan Reddy’s cate¬ 
gorical assurance in this 
regard on the Floor of the 
House, on the lines of the 
promise made by his coun¬ 
terpart K. Chandrasekhara 
Rao in Telangana. Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Left par¬ 
ties, the TDP, the Congress, 
the Jana Sena Party and the 
AAP participated. 


Floral festival 



Women celebrating Bathukamma - a flower stack arranged with different unique seasonal flowers - at Kukatpally in 
Hyderabad. The festival represents the spirit of Telangana and is celebrated for nine days during Dasara. ■ k.v.s. gir 


Flood victims worried as 
relief centres close down 

‘My house was washed away and I have nowhere to go’ 



File photo of flood victims at a relief centre in Gokak. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BELAGAVI 

Flood-affected families in 
some villages of Belagavi dis¬ 
trict in Karnataka are com¬ 
plaining that officials are 
closing down relief centres 
without making adequate al¬ 
ternative arrangements for 
them. 

In Ramdurg and Gokak, 
around 150 families have pe¬ 
titioned the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner saying they had 
nowhere to go once the 
centre is closed. “Officials 
have told us to vacate the re¬ 
lief centres by Monday. My 
house was washed away and 
I have nowhere to go,” said 
Pandappa Choudaki, a vic¬ 
tim from Ramdurg. 

“Someone from the tah- 
sildar’s office told me that 
the NDRF guidelines do not 
support opening of relief 
centres for more than 60 


days. They say our relief 
centre was operating for two 
months and that we have to 
move now. This is difficult as 
I don’t have a house. We 
should be allowed to stay 
here at least till a temporary 
shelter is built,” said Gopan- 
na Rathod from Gokak. 

Deputy Commissioner 
S.B. Bommanahalli said al¬ 
ternative arrangements 
were being made for the 
flood victims. “The first in¬ 


stalment of ?1 lakh for those 
who want to rebuild their 
houses and a rent of 
^50,000 have been paid to 
almost all the affected fami¬ 
lies. If there are some fami¬ 
lies who are yet to receive re¬ 
lief, we will ensure that they 
will get it soon,” he said. “In 
some villages, we have even 
provided bamboos and tin 
sheds to families who want 
to build temporary shelters,” 
he added. 


Bhyrappa takes on writers denying religion 


Nizam-era aerodrome cries out for repairs 


Kannada author questions perception that litterateurs should eschew faith 


Heavy vehicles using it as a thoroughfare are damaging it with impunity 



Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja Wadiyar conducting the 
Khas Durbar in Mysuru on Sunday. ■ m.a. sriram 



Sad sight: A heavy duty tipper and an RTC bus stuck at the 
distant end of the aerodrome in Adilabad. -harpalsingh 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MYSURU 

Kannada writer and winner 
of Saraswati Samman S.L. 
Bhyrappa has questioned 
the perception that littera¬ 
teurs should eschew religion 
and be atheists while reiter¬ 
ating his stance that literary 
works should reflect deve¬ 
lopments in society. 

Speaking after inaugurat¬ 
ing the Dasara festival atop 
Chamundi Hills here on Sun¬ 
day, Dr. Bhyrappa took pot¬ 
shots at writers denying the 
existence of god, saying their 
opinions were astonishing 
when viewed in the light of 
admission by scientists and 
astronomers that their 
knowledge of the universe 
was limited and they were 
still learning. 

He said the Vedas and 
Upanishads declared that 



god could not be described 
nor could it be comprehend¬ 
ed and it was without cause 
or effect. Scientists too ad¬ 
mitted to their limitations in 
understanding the vast un¬ 
iverse, but a few writers had 
spread the view that to be a 



litterateur one had to profess 
atheism, said Dr. Bhyrappa. 
“By that yardstick I am not a 
litterateur,” he added. 

In the context of the Saba- 
rimala temple contoversy 
and the legal dispute over 
discrimination against wo¬ 



men, Dr. Bhyrappa said he 
did not agree with the views 
of certain writers that wo¬ 
men in Indian society had 
been suppressed. The an¬ 
cient traditions of India ac¬ 
corded as much importance 
to women as to men so much 
so that it was not rigid about 
the gender of god, he said. 

Navarathri at Palace 

The private Dasara celebra¬ 
tions by the erstwhile royal 
family of Mysuru also com¬ 
menced at the palace on 
Sunday in a tradition inherit¬ 
ed from the rulers of Vijaya- 
nagar empire. The titular 
head of the royal family Ya¬ 
duveer Krishnadatta Chama¬ 
raja Wadiyar ascended the 
throne at the Durbar Hall of 
the Amba Vilas Palace here 
to mark the beginning of 
Navarathri celebrations. 



S. HA RPAL SINGH 

ADILABAD 

The Nizam-era aerodrome 
on the outskirts of Adilabad 
town is now a sad sight. Its 
old-fashioned and compara¬ 
tively smaller runway is be¬ 
ing damaged with impunity 
by heavy duty tippers, bus¬ 
es, garbage shifting tractors 
and cars from local motor 
driving schools. 

The 369 acres of this open 
ground with a metalled run¬ 
way was turned into an aero¬ 
drome and a refuelling facili¬ 
ty in 1933-34 during the 
period of the Nizam of Hyde¬ 
rabad. It came under the 
control of the Indian Air 
Force in 1948 soon after the 
accession of the princely 
State of Hyderabad into the 
Indian Union. 

It was during the 1980s 
that the ground faced threat 



of being encroached upon as 
the demand for housing 
grew in urban areas in the 
erstwhile united Adilabad 
district in united Andhra 
Pradesh. 

A barbed wire fence was 
erected all along the perime¬ 
ter but was eventually van¬ 
dalised. The ground, howev¬ 


er, was saved from 
encroachments. 

As more urbanisation 
took place, the demand for 
open spaces also grew in 
Adilabad. As a first, fitness 
freaks began using it for 
their exercises. Today, it is 
used by at least 100 locals for 
walking and jogging. There 


would have been more of the 
health-conscious using the 
aerodrome had the Indira 
Priyadarshini Stadium not 
been constructed in town. 

The ground was later used 
by the municipality to dump 
garbage at the end which 
runs parallel to the Ankoli- 
Thantoli road. 

Since the fencing on this 
side was vandalised long 
ago, local motor training 
schools started using it, re¬ 
sulting in giant potholes eve¬ 
rywhere along the runway. 

And now, the ground has 
become something of a tho¬ 
roughfare. As the road to 
Anukunta village which cuts 
through Khanapur locality is 
being laid afresh, heavy duty 
vehicles transporting con¬ 
struction material and RTC 
buses have been redirected 
through the aerodrome. 


• • 
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Obesity and undernutrition coexist, finds study 

Delay in release of first-ever nutrition survey conducted by the Centre causes concern among health experts 


Nutrition woes 

Tamil Nadu and Goa had the highest num¬ 
ber of adolescents (aged 10-19 years) who 
were either overweight or obese. The latter 
had the most obese adolescents 

10% children 7% children and 
and adolescents adolescents have risk of 
are pre-diabetic chronic kidney disease 

4% adolescents 5% adolescents were 
have high found to have high 

cholesterol blood pressure 


NO. OF DEVIATIONS* 




Kerala 

10 


Tamil Nadu 

14 


*lt measures how 
many standard devi¬ 
ations a State's count 
of overweight and 
obese adolescents 
is from the mean 
Body Mass Index. 

This is referred to as 
z-scores. Higher the 
z-score, more the 
number of over¬ 
weight and obese 
adolescents 


JAGRI TI CHANDRA 

NEW DELHI 

Nearly 10% of children in the 
age group of 5-9 years and 
adolescents in the age group 
of 10-19 years are pre-diabet¬ 
ic, 5% are overweight and 
another 5% suffer from blood 
pressure. These are among 
the key findings of the first- 
ever national nutrition sur¬ 
vey conducted by the 
Centre, yet to be made pu¬ 
blic, providing for the first 
time hard evidence of the 
coexistence of obesity and 
undernutrition, among 
school going children. 

The Comprehensive Na¬ 
tional Nutrition Survey con¬ 
ducted by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 
and UNICEF between Febru¬ 
ary 2016 and October 2018 is 
the first study undertaken to 
measure malnutrition, in¬ 
cluding micronutrient defi¬ 
ciencies through biochemi¬ 
cal measures such as blood 
and urine samples, anthro¬ 


pometric data as well as de¬ 
tails of non-communicable 
diseases such as diabetes, hy¬ 
pertension, cholesterol and 
kidney function in children 
and adolescents. 

The National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS), ho¬ 
wever, collects anthropomet¬ 
ric data (weight for age, 
height for age, weight for 
height, mid-upper arm cir¬ 
cumference) to measure pre¬ 
valence of stunting, wasting 
and underweight and house¬ 
hold dietary intake to mea¬ 
sure deficiencies. 

Moreover, these are col¬ 
lected for children in the age 
group of 1-5 years and adults, 
but not for school going chil¬ 
dren between the age of 5 
and 19 years. 

The study exclusively ac¬ 
cessed by The Hindu found 
prevalence of indicators of 
non-communicable diseases 
alongside indicators of un¬ 
dernutrition shown by va¬ 
rious NFHS surveys such as 


stunting, wasting and 
underweight. 

A quarter of 5-9 and 10-19 
year-olds were thin for their 
age, one in five children 5-9 
years’ old were stunted. A to¬ 
tal of 1.12 lakh children and 


adolescents (0-19 years) were 
surveyed for height and 
weight measurements and 
51,029 children (1-19 years) 
for biological samples. 

Due to the seriousness of 
these findings, there has 


been concern expressed by 
medical practitioners and 
nutrition experts on the de¬ 
lay by the government in re¬ 
leasing the study. On Sep¬ 
tember 3, the Ministry held a 
video-conference with Na¬ 


tional Health Missions of all 
States to discuss the study 
and many have been waiting 
for it to be released. 

An official of the Directo¬ 
rate General of Health Servic¬ 
es said the report is likely to 
be made public any day. Ho¬ 
wever, many closely involved 
with the study said the delay 
by the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare is inexplica¬ 
ble as the findings have been 
known for nearly six months 
and both NITI Aayog and the 
Prime Minister’s Office had 
given their assent for making 
them public. With Septem¬ 
ber being observed as Posh- 
an Maah or Nutrition month, 
many argued that not all 
findings may be palatable to 
the Centre, forcing it to post¬ 
pone releasing the study. 

Health policy experts said 
the study showed that the go¬ 
vernment will have to focus 
on obesity alongside under¬ 
nutrition as part of its Nutri¬ 
tion Mission. 



Navlakha moves SC 
against arrest order 

NEW DELHI 

Activist Gautam Navlakha has 
moved the Supreme Court 
against the Bombay High 
Court decision to not quash 
the FIR against him in the 
Bhima Koregaon case. On 
September 13, the High Court 
had granted him protection 
from arrest for two 
weeks.The FIR by the Pune 
police accuses Mr. Navlakha 
of links with Naxal groups. 

Amit Shah to flag off 
Vande Bharat Express 

NEW DELHI 

The maiden commercial run 
of the Delhi-Katra Vande 
Bharat Express will be on 
October 5, and the booking of 
tickets has begun. Home 
Minister Amit Shah will flag 
off the train from Delhi. The 
high-speed train will bring 
down the travel time 
between Delhi and Katra, the 
last station on the way to 
Vaishno Devi temple, to eight 
hours from the 12 hours, pti 


OHRC calls police officers 
over botched case 

BHUBANESWAR 

The Odisha Human Rights 
Commission has summoned 
two senior police officers, 
who had botched up an 
investigation by charging two 
persons with the murder of a 
boy who was still alive. The 
two police officers have been 
asked to be present before 
the Commission on October 
30. 

Woman Naxal killed in 
police encounter 

RAIPUR 

A woman Naxal was gunned 
down in an encounter with 
security forces in 
Chhattisgarh on Sunday. The 
skirmish took place near 
Suratiya village around 1 p.m. 
when a team of the District 
Reserve Guard was out on a 
counter-insurgency 
operation, a police official 
said, pti 


18 dead as rain batters Bihar for third day 



Towards safety: A team of NDRF personnel rescuing flood- 
affected people in Patna on Sunday, ■ranjeet kumar 


Trains cancelled, 
diverted due to 
water-logging 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA 

Battered by heavy rainfall for 
the third consecutive day, Bi¬ 
har recorded at least 18 
deaths on Sunday and suf¬ 
fered due to inundated 
streets, water-logged railway 
tracks and marooned busi¬ 
ness establishments. 

The State capital conti¬ 
nued to be among the worst 
affected, with some parts 
submerged in water levels 
rising up to the chest and re¬ 
sidents being rescued with 
the help of municipal vehi¬ 
cles normally used for mov¬ 
ing earth. 


“It is nature’s fury before 
which man is often helpless. 
We are, however, trying our 
best. The problem is we have 
no idea how long the down¬ 
pour which caps a prolonged 
dry spell causing a drought¬ 
like situation is going to last. 
Even the weather depart¬ 


ment seems clueless, making 
different predictions at diffe¬ 
rent points of time,” Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar told 
reporters. 

He was speaking after 
holding a meeting with offi¬ 
cials, including those of the 
disaster management de¬ 


partment. He also interacted 
with officials in the other dis¬ 
tricts through video 
conferencing. 

He later drove through the 
water-logged streets and the 
worst-affected localities issu¬ 
ing instructions to officials. 

The earth movers turned 
saviours as these were used 
to pick up people - many of 
them girls and boys from far- 
off districts who came here 
for studies and put up at hos¬ 
tels - stranded in places ren¬ 
dered inaccessible through 
normal modes of transport. 

Business has been hit bad¬ 
ly as even drug stores were 
forced to keep the shutters 
down for fear of the stocks 
getting damaged and even 
swept away by the gushing 
water. 

The East Central Railway, 


headquartered in Hajipur 
and covering most parts of 
the State, said many trains 
had been cancelled, short- 
terminated or diverted on 
account of water-logging and 
damage caused to bridges. 

Air traffic has also been af¬ 
fected as GoAir announced 
on Twitter that it had divert¬ 
ed its flights from Mumbai to 
Lucknow and those from 
Delhi to Varanasi. 

The air carrier, along with 
IndiGo, issued advisories to 
passengers from the city to 
leave for the airport well in 
advance, apprehending traf¬ 
fic snarls. 

Spicejet also urged pas¬ 
sengers to “keep a check on 
flight status” since move¬ 
ment of flights could get af¬ 
fected “due to bad weather 
in Patna”. 


‘Desertion cannot be a 
reason to deny alimony’ 


Hany Abu-Assad to head 2019 
MAMI international jury 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A man who claimed his wife 
deserted him and divorced 
her, cannot later deny her 
grant of maintenance on the 
ground that she was unwill¬ 
ing to live with him, the Su¬ 
preme Court reasoned in a 
judgment recently. 

“The husband cannot 
urge that he can divorce his 
wife on the ground that she 
has deserted him and then 
deny maintenance which 
should otherwise be paya¬ 
ble to her on the ground 
that even after divorce she is 
not willing to live with him,” 
a Bench of Justices Deepalc 
Gupta and Aniruddha Bose 
observed. 

Once the relationship of 
marriage comes to an end, 
the woman obviously is not 
under any obligation to live 
with her former husband. 
Justice Gupta, who wrote 
the verdict for the Bench, 
observed. 

The deeming fiction of 
the divorced wife being 


treated as a wife can only be 
read for the limited purpose 
for grant of maintenance 
and the deeming fiction can¬ 
not be stretched to the illog¬ 
ical extent that the divorced 
wife is under a compulsion 
to live with the ex-husband, 
the court held. 

The court was interpret¬ 
ing Section 125 (4) of the 
Code of Criminal Proce¬ 
dure. The provision deals 
with maintenance from a 
husband to a wife. 

The husband, in this case 
evoked sub section (4), 
which says “no wife shall be 
entitled to receive an allo¬ 
wance for the maintenance 
from her husband if they are 
living separately by mutual 
consent.” 

The couple in the case di¬ 
vorced in 2000. The hus¬ 
band claimed that the wife 
had deserted him in 1987. 

The husband got remar¬ 
ried within a year of the di¬ 
vorce. Only after that, the 
woman filed for grant of 
maintenance. 


KENN ITH ROSARIO 

MUMBAI 

Academy award-nominated 
Palestinian-Dutch filmmak¬ 
er, Hany Abu-Assad will 
head the international com¬ 
petition jury at the forth¬ 
coming Jio MAMI 21st Mum¬ 
bai Film Festival with Star. 
Tamil filmmaker-writer Vetri 
Maaran, Oscar bound film¬ 
maker-writer Zoya Akhtar, 
Executive Director of the 
Telluride Film Festival Julie 
Huntsinger, and Artistic Di¬ 
rector of the Edinburgh In¬ 
ternational Film Festival 
Mark Adams, are the other 
members of the high-profile 
jury this year. 

Bringing out the human 
dimension of conflict in his 
work, Nazareth-born Mr. 
Abu-Assad, who later immi¬ 
grated to the Netherlands, is 
best known for showcasing 
Palestinian cinema globally 
with films like Paradise Now 
(2005) and Omar (2013). En¬ 
tering the world of cinema 



Hany Abu-Assad 


as a producer with the fea¬ 
ture film, Curfew (1994), the 
57-year-old filmmaker has in 
the last two decades brought 
out the hopes, aspirations as 
well as helplessness of Pales¬ 
tinian people with empathy, 
insight and intimacy. 

He first caught interna¬ 
tional attention with Rana’s 
Wedding (2002), one of the 
earliest Palestinian films to 
play at the Cannes Film Fes¬ 
tival, in the International 
Critics’ Week. Detailing the 
everyday lives of two suicide 


bombers in Tel Aviv, Para¬ 
dise Now became the first 
Palestinian film to be nomi¬ 
nated for the Academy 
Award for Best Foreign Lan¬ 
guage Film; it won the Gol¬ 
den Globe that year in the 
same category. 

Eight years later, Omar 
dealing with a young man 
caught in the murder case of 
an Israeli soldier, became 
the second film from Pales¬ 
tine to compete for the Os¬ 
cars. 

MAMI’s international 
competition foregrounds 
new cinematic voices and is 
open to debut filmmakers 
from around the world who 
have made films within one 
calendar year of the festival. 

Last year American film¬ 
maker Sean Baker headed 
the jury, awarding the top 
honour to Manta Ray - Thai 
filmmaker Phuttiphong 
Aroonpheng’s artistic take 
on the plight of the Rohin- 

gya- 


IAU names asteroid after Pandit Jasraj 



Pandit Jasraj, seen performing here, now belongs to a group 
that includes Johann Bach and Beethoven. 


Assam man drowns 
daughter for cure, arrested 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The International Astronom¬ 
ical Union (IAU) has named 
an asteroid, discovered in 
2006, after Indian classical 
singer Pandit Jasraj. 

The asteroid, or more for¬ 
mally known as a minor pla¬ 
net, is located between Mars 
and Jupiter, and was disco¬ 
vered on November 11,2006, 
by the Cataline Sky Survey, 
whose telescopes are based 
in Arizona in the United 
States. The privilege of nam¬ 
ing a planet is first given to 
discoverers, who have 10 
years to propose a name. 

The discoverer or team is 
expected to write a short ci¬ 
tation, explaining the rea¬ 
sons for assigning the name, 
according to the IAU’s 
guidelines. 

All names proposed are 
judged by the 15-member 



Working Group for Small Bo¬ 
dy Nomenclature (CSBN) of 
the IAU, comprising profes¬ 
sional astronomers with re¬ 
search interests in minor 
planets and/or comets from 
around the world. The Hin¬ 
du could not immediately as¬ 
certain who proposed Pan¬ 
dit Jasraj’s name. 

Pandit Jasraj told The Hin¬ 
du on the phone that he was 



delighted with the honour. 
“It’s the proximity of this 
named planetoid to Jupiter, 
or Guru, that strikes a chord. 
What I have today is due to 
the blessings and grace of 
my gurus and I dedicate this 
honour to Bharat.” 

Durga Jasraj, his daughter, 
said the news “came out of 
the blue” and it was a “privi¬ 
lege” that her father was 



named along with Johann 
Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven 
and Rabindranath Tagore, 
who also have minor planets 
named after them. 

As of September, there are 
5,41,131 numbered minor 
planets of a total of 7,97,078 
observed bodies, with the 
rest being unnumbered mi¬ 
nor planets. 

“Sangeet Martand Pandit 
Jasraj (b. 1930) is an expo¬ 
nent of Indian classical vocal 
music. Jasraj is the recipient 
of numerous awards, ho¬ 
nours, and titles, including 
the prestigious Padma Vib- 
hushan and the Sangeet Na- 
talc Akademi Award. His dis¬ 
tinctive voice traverses a 
remarkable four-and-a-half 
octaves,” reads an IAU cita¬ 
tion available on the Califor¬ 
nia Institute of Technology’s 
database on small planetary 
bodies. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The police in northwestern 
Assam’s Baksa district have 
arrested a man for drown¬ 
ing his infant daughter in or¬ 
der to be cured of an un¬ 
known disease from which 
he was suffering. 

Birbal Boro, a resident of 
Lahapara village, was arrest¬ 


ed on Saturday after his wife 
registered a complaint at 
the local police station, ac¬ 
cusing him of killing their 
daughter. 

Locals said the man was 
ill for almost a month and 
had visited a quack, who ad¬ 
vised him to sacrifice one of 
his three children if he want¬ 
ed to be cured. 




RAJIV GANDHI UNIVERSITY OF KNOWLEDGE TECHNOLOGIES 
RGUKT-NUZVID 

NUZVID, KRISHNA DISTRICT, ANDHRA PRADESH-521 202 


Ref. No: RGUKT/NZD/E-Proc/Caterinq/ET 16 & ET17/2019. Dt:30-9-2019 

E-Procurement Tender Notice 

Online Tenders are invited from reputed registered agencies/contractors for providing 
the following services:- 

1. Catering Services including Maintenance of Kitchen and Dining Halls for the six 
messes of RGUKT- Nuzvid. 

2. Maintenance of Food court on rental basis at RGUKT - Nuzvid 


Interested bidders can download and submit the bids online from 30.09.2019 to 
21.10.2019 up to 05:00 PM through https://tender.aDeprocurement.aov.in 
(AP Portal). For further details please visit our website: www.rauktn.ac.in or 
https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in 


Sd/- Administrative Officer(i/c) 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 




TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, eastern Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pra¬ 
desh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, western Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Tripura and Kerala 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..32.4.. 

..25.6 

Kozhikode. 

.2.4.. 

..34.0.. 

..25.0 

Ahmedabad.... 

... 14.9.. 

..30.4.. 

..24.7 

Kurnool. 


..34.0.. 

..25.1 

Aizawl. 


..26.2.. 


Lucknow. 

.2.3.. 

..26.2.. 

..22.8 

Allahabad. 

131.2.. 

..27.9.. 

..24.2 

Madurai. 


..33.7.. 

..25.2 

Bengaluru. 


..30.2.. 

..21.1 

Mangaluru. 


..32.1.. 

..24.2 

Bhopal. 

.4.5.. 

..29.7.. 

..22.8 

Mumbai. 

.O.2.. 

..32.6.. 

..25.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..31.7.. 

..23.8 

Mysuru. 


..30.8.. 

..20.0 

Chandigarh .... 

... 20.4.. 

..30.4.. 

..20.8 

New Delhi. 

.O.3.. 

..31.2.. 

..24.2 

Chennai. 


..33.1.. 

..26.4 

Patna . 

, 151.9.. 

..23.8.. 

..23.1 

Coimbatore.... 


..32.8.. 

..23.6 

Port Blair. 


..31.7.. 

..25.6 

Dehradun. 

.0.1.. 

..27.7.. 

..19.6 

Puducherry. 

.4.5.. 

..32.2.. 

..23.6 

Gangtok. 

... 14.8.. 

..16.5.. 

..14.7 

Pune. 


..29.3.. 

..19.0 

Goa. 


..32.3.. 

..24.4 

Raipur. 

.9.3.. 

..30.2.. 

..23.5 

Guwahati. 

.. 18.2.. 

..30.2.. 

..22.1 

Ranchi. 

... 66.4.. 

..23.7.. 

..18.8 

Hubballi. 


..28.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.1.0.. 

..20.3.. 

..14.5 

Hyderabad. 


..30.7.. 

..23.8 

Shimla. 

... 18.0.. 

..15.8.. 

..13.0 

Imphal. 


..29.6.. 

..19.5 

Srinagar. 

.0.4.. 

..26.8.. 

..14.5 

Jaipur. 


..30.0.. 

..23.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

... 23.9.. 

..32.1.. 

..24.2 

Kochi. 

... 39.2.. 

..31.2.. 

..23.8 

Tiruchi. 

. 

..33.7.. 

..25.4 

Kohima. 

.1.6.. 

..22.4.. 

..15.5 

Vijayawada. 

.4.2.. 

..31.7.. 

..25.8 

Kolkata . 

... 37.3.. 

..28.5.. 

..23.7 

Visakhapatnam. 

...45.2.. 

..31.0.. 

..25.4 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 108 101 117 ...42 ...49 ....■ 

Bengaluru.8 .92 .95 - .159 ....■ 

Chennai.8 .15 .55 ...55 - ....■ 

Delhi.5 .61 .26 ...52 .204 ....■ 

Hyderabad.16 .37 .20 ...61 ...90 ....■ 

Kolkata.6 .26 .13 ...45 ...42 ....■ 

Lucknow.3 .38 .51 ...72 - ....■ 

Mumbai.4 .24 .19 ...27 ...53 ....■ 

Pune.86 ...8 .67 ...36 ...36 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam .17 .39 .49 ...37 ...62 ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat recorded an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 114 
indicating a moderate 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Damoh, Uttar 
Pradesh recorded a 
healthy AQI score of 16 


‘Sugar factories were 
sold below reserve price’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The complainant in the 
^25,000 crore scam in the 
Maharashtra State Co-oper¬ 
ative (MSC) Bank has alleged 
that its directors intentional¬ 
ly sold 11 Sahakari Sakhar 
Karkhanas (cooperative su¬ 
gar factories) at rates below 
the reserve prices, in viola¬ 
tion of rules. 

“The directors gave ap¬ 
proval to such sale only with 
a view to avail wrongful gain 
to the purchasers,” activist 
Surinder Arora told the 


Mumbai police. 

The ED is conducting mo¬ 
ney laundering investiga¬ 
tions into the allegation. 

According to Mr. Arora, 
decisions were taken only to 
extend benefit to the 
buyers, who were having 
personal or political nexus 
with the Board of Directors. 
“Not only the SSKs [Sahaka¬ 
ri Sakhar Karkhanas] were 
sold below the reserve 
price, but also no consent of 
the borrowing units were 
sought before resorting to 
such an action,” he alleged. 


BSF personnel feared 
drowned along border 

Jammu 

A 54-year-old sub inspector 
of the BSF is suspected to 
have drowned in a swollen 
river along the International 
Border in Jammu, officials 
said on Sunday. The Border 
Security Force has launched a 
massive search operation and 
also intimated their Pakistani 
counterparts, pti 



CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF 
IMAGING TECHNOLOGY (C-DIT) 

Thiruvananthapuram-27 
Ph: 0471-2380910/912 

TENDER NOTICE 

Sealed tenders are invited for 

the binding of Registers in 
various Sub Registrar offices in 
Kerala 

For details visit www.cdit.org 

Last date of submission of bids: 

11.10.2019, 03.00 PM. Tender 
will be opened on the same day 
03.30 PM 

28.09.2019 Registrar, C-DIT 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 

INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
(CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP) 

H ISRO TELEMETRY TRACKING AND COMMAND NETWORK (ISTRAC) 
mM Plot No. 12 & 13, 3rd Main, 2nd Phase, 

PEENYA INDUSTRIAL AREA, Bengaluru-560 058 

Ph: 080-28094182, 4541 Fax: 080-28094180 

BRIEF E-TENDER NOTICE 

On behalf of President of India, item rate E-Tender is invited from Contractors of 
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electrification works) 
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E-Tender 

Period of Completion 

Two months 

Period during which tender 
document can be downloaded 

30.09.2019 to 11.10.2019 

Bid Clarifications 

01.10.2019 to 12.10.2019 

Last date of reply to Bid Clarification 

Upto 16.30 hrs. on 14.10.2019 

Last date & time for receipt of tenders 

Upto 14.30 hrs. on 16.10.2019 

Due date and time of opening 
of tenders 

11.30 hrs. onwards 18.10.2019 

Earnest money deposit (EMD) 

Rs.4,85,000/- 

Interested Tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) for eligibility 
criteria and other details in website: www.isro.aov.in and download the tender 
documents from www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO CROUP HEAD CMC ISTRAC 
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Home and abroad 


India must take its place in the world by 
privileging universal rights everywhere 

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech at the UN- 
GA catalogued welfare and development 
schemes that he had initiated. He sounded like a 
seer in his call for unity of humanity, but it was his em¬ 
phasis on Indian diversity that stood out for its remar¬ 
kable departure from the sort of domestic politics he 
and his party, the BJP, have come to be associated with 
lately. India’s achievements in housing, sanitation, 
health care, banking and education are significant, as 
the PM noted. His tenacious public campaign on issues 
such as water conservation, environment and girls’ 
education has brought these issues to the centre of the 
development discourse and he deserves full credit for 
it. Mr. Modi has consistently presented material deve¬ 
lopment as an end in itself, sometimes ignoring that it 
might be at the cost of other markers of progress such 
as expansion of freedoms and equity. This idea is also 
the explanation of his government’s policy on Jammu 
and Kashmir, as reflected in his own pronouncements 
and those of other officials, during their diplomatic out¬ 
reach in the U.S. A Prime Minister’s use of a global pul¬ 
pit to showcase India’s progress and diversity to a world 
that is divided, and deliver a message of unity, would 
have been inspiring for all Indians. But his UNGA 
speech sits at odds with his campaign speeches at 
home, and corresponding administrative measures. 

The claim that there can be a neat insulation of inter¬ 
nal issues of a country from global concerns is antithet¬ 
ical to the rationale of all global institutions, particular¬ 
ly the UN. Populist politics around the world has sought 
to privilege national sovereignty over universal values 
and commitments, slacking off efforts to tackle critical 
challenges that are transnational. Human rights, de¬ 
mocracy and liberty are as much global questions as cli¬ 
mate change, health and terrorism. Selective globalisa¬ 
tion is difficult to sustain or defend. India cannot aspire 
to meet global best practices in governance, infrastruc¬ 
ture and investment climate on the one hand and on 
the other, choose to overlook soft power attributes such 
as tolerance, pluralism and diversity. Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s bluster on Kashmir and the im¬ 
plied threat of a nuclear war were irresponsible and ov¬ 
er the top, but that is beside the point. India cannot 
wish away questions regarding Kashmir at international 
fora. The best - and the only way - to keep domestic is¬ 
sues domestic is to resolve them through internal dia¬ 
logue and accommodation. Tamil poet Kaniyan Pun- 
gundranar’s verse Yaadhum Oore Yaavarum Kelir - all 
places are our own, everyone is our kin - that Mr. Modi 
cited to underscore India’s ancient faith in universalism 
is a tenet far from fulfilment, but worth striving for. De¬ 
viation from it could be detrimental, and would have 
consequences at home and abroad. 


Trust deficit 

Failures such as PMC Bank’s must be 
pre-empted to retain public faith in the system 

I t has been a nightmare of a week for thousands of 
customers of the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-opera¬ 
tive Bank (PMC), who were told last Tuesday by the 
Reserve Bank of India that no more than H,000 could 
be withdrawn from their accounts for a period of six 
months. The 35-year-old lender may not be the first but 
is certainly one of the largest urban co-operative banks 
facing this clampdown. The resultant distress is also 
more widespread as the bank, with a large footprint in 
Maharashtra, is also present in Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, and 
Karnataka. Strikingly there was no ostensible sign of 
distress to trigger the bank’s virtual collapse, following 
the regulator’s intervention. Things were going swim¬ 
mingly as per its latest annual report, with deposits 
growing nearly 17% year-on-year to HI,617 crore by 
March 2019, with long-tenure savings accounting for the 
largest chunk. Profits, in a tough year for banks, were 
flat, and while bad loans more than doubled, their pro¬ 
portion was far lower at PMC than at most public sector 
banks. Given this backdrop, the bank’s depositors, who 
ironically include the RBI’s own employees’ co-opera¬ 
tive, are understandably perturbed about the fate of 
their savings. The RBI has said it is acting in depositors’ 
interests after ‘financial irregularities, failure of internal 
control and systems of the bank and under-reporting of 
exposures’ came to its notice and on Thursday, raised 
the withdrawal limit to H0,000 per account, stressing 
this should allow 60% of its depositors to recover their 
entire savings. The RBI must still explain what made it 
increase the withdrawal limit ten-fold within 48 hours, 
lest it be seen as a politically weighted move ahead of 
the Maharashtra election. 

Questions have been raised on the bank’s large expo¬ 
sure to Housing Development and Infrastructure Limit¬ 
ed (HDIL) which is itself undergoing insolvency pro¬ 
ceedings. The bank’s chairman had served on the board 
of the HDIL for ten years between two long stints at the 
bank, and any irregularities in loans to the firm would 
be an indictment of the quality of oversight on banks. 
That the RBI shares regulatory responsibilities over 
such banks with States’ Registrar of Co-operative Socie¬ 
ties further mires the problem. With over 1,500 urban 
co-operative banks operating in the country, and a few 
of them already under RBI-imposed restrictions, a new 
road map is essential for their future course. Perhaps 
the only major gain from demonetisation was the de¬ 
ployment of public savings into the formal financial sec¬ 
tor. But failures like PMC Bank can quickly erode that. 
Time-bound, transparent action to fix the PMC mess 
and a systemic overhaul is necessary to prevent cash 
from moving back below household mattresses. 



Strictures in the name of security 

The curfews, detentions and lockdown in Kashmir have only made the border, and our forces, more vulnerable 



T he Narendra Modi adminis¬ 
tration has used a number of 
arguments - security, eco¬ 
nomic and welfare - to justify its 
new Kashmir policy. While the 
economic and welfare arguments 
have been shown to be based on 
little or false information, and the 
Modi administration’s actions 
have been challenged on both hu¬ 
man rights and constitutional 
grounds, there has been relatively 
little discussion, let alone analysis, 
of the security argument. 

This lacuna is surprising given 
how often the security argument 
is parroted, especially on our tele¬ 
vision channels, and accepted as 
beyond question. Indeed, national 
security is a critical concern, not 
only for policymakers, but also for 
us ordinary citizens. That is why 
official assertions regarding secur¬ 
ity need to be examined and, if ne¬ 
cessary, questioned. 

Placing limits on rights 

The key question is whether, and 
at which point, security impera¬ 
tives can supersede democratic 
and human rights. Some will argue 
‘never’, though it is generally ac¬ 
cepted by most democracies that 
there might be occasions when se¬ 
curity threats require some limits 
to rights. The issue has been hotly 
debated in the U.S. and Europe, 
generally in relation to surveil¬ 
lance and privacy rights. Whichev¬ 
er side those governments and 
their institutions come down on. 


the debate is vociferous, public 
and subjected to scrutiny in terms 
of the nature and scale of the se¬ 
curity threat. Where do we stand 
in comparison? 

On Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), 
the official argument is that the di¬ 
lution of Article 370 and demotion 
of the State to two Union Territo¬ 
ries will enable better security. It is 
also argued that preventive deten¬ 
tions, curfews and a communica¬ 
tions lockdown are necessary to 
prevent a security deterioration. 
The two appear contradictory: if 
the first slew of measures enables 
better security, what was the need 
for the second slew of measures? 
Conversely, if the second leads to 
better security then what was the 
need for the first? 

Ironically, the figures that the 
Modi administration presented in 
their submission to the Supreme 
Court against humanitarian relief 
petitions actually belie the securi¬ 
ty claim. From a high of 5,938 inci¬ 
dents of terrorist violence in J&K in 
1995, with 2,600 casualties, vio¬ 
lence has steadily declined to 365 
incidents in the first nine months 
of this year, with 237 casualties. 
Surely, these figures do not sug¬ 
gest a major or even imminent se¬ 
curity threat. Nor has the Modi ad¬ 
ministration presented any 
evidence of a planned attack that 
might constitute so serious a 
threat that it could only be thwart¬ 
ed by the lockdown of over six mil¬ 
lion people. 

In fact, the Modi administration 
acknowledges that the lockdown 
was necessary because wides¬ 
pread protests against its new J&K 
policy were anticipated. The go¬ 
vernment’s submission argues 
that “it was clear” that Kashmiri 
politicians would oppose the Modi 


administration’s decisions, “and 
they would not hesitate to attempt 
to ensure that the law and order 
situation deteriorates”. In other 
words, our government foresaw 
that there would be such enor¬ 
mous opposition to these deci¬ 
sions that it could only be quelled 
by tens of thousands of additional 
troops, hundreds of preventive de¬ 
tentions and a massive communi¬ 
cations blockade. 

Widespread resentment 

If that is the case, two questions 
arise. First, if the administration 
knew their new J&K policy would 
be widely, even violently, protest¬ 
ed, why did they adopt it? Second, 
has this new policy made our se¬ 
curity more rather than less vul¬ 
nerable and, if so, in which ways? 

Certain facts are inescapable, 
and pose an immediate challenge 
for our forces. The Modi adminis¬ 
tration may not be able to keep the 
current lockdown in force for any 
length of time, though it was ear¬ 
lier rumoured it could last for as 
long as 18-24 months. Even with 
the lockdown, security forces have 
not been able to plug the gaps 
along the border with Pakistan: 60 
terrorists have reportedly infiltrat¬ 
ed in the past month. Given the wi¬ 
despread resentment not only at 
what has been done but also the 
way in which it was done, even the 
scant support our troops received 
from local communities may evap¬ 
orate - indeed the threat of at¬ 
tacks from the rear is likely to rise 
exponentially. 

Beginning 10 years ago, cross- 
border militants had started be¬ 
coming unwelcome in the Valley 
and their sanctuaries were drying 
up. They might now have renewed 
sustenance. Moreover, with the 



suspension of mobile telephony, 
intelligence on militancy will be 
more difficult to collect. 

These are formidable challeng¬ 
es for our security forces who 
have, unfortunately, been pushed 
back into the line of fire. The Modi 
administration is trying to com¬ 
pensate with better housing and 
allowances and there is some dis¬ 
cussion within the Army about set¬ 
ting up integrated battle groups, 
but these would be for cross-bor¬ 
der action rather than internal de¬ 
ployment. As defence and strateg¬ 
ic analysts have long known, our 
security forces lack the range of 
protective equipment needed to 
deal with internal security, and 
their spans of duty are so long as 
to increase the stress that makes 
so many trigger-happy. We are yet 
to hear how the Modi administra¬ 
tion plans to deal with these chal¬ 
lenges. Perhaps we never will. 

Cost to the taxpayer 

In the meantime, there are other 
aspects of the security argument 
to consider. In the past month, at a 
conservative estimate, Kashmiri 
industry has lost hundreds of 
crores of rupees, and the Modi ad¬ 
ministration has spent hundreds 
of crores, if we add the costs of 


sending and maintaining 40,000 
plus additional troops, enforcing 
the lockdown and apple purchases 
and transport. A slew of further 
measures has been announced, 
such as 50,000 jobs, scholarships 
and internships, which will cost 
the Indian taxpayer several thou¬ 
sand additional crores per annum, 
and will most likely be unsuccess¬ 
ful in the goal of appeasing Kash¬ 
miri resentment. As violence 
mounts, so will our security costs, 
both human and economic. Is this 
a price we are willing to pay for 
what may turn out to be a self-gen¬ 
erated security threat? 

The biggest cost, of course, is to 
the security of our democracy. 
Several millions of our citizens in 
J&K have been denied their funda¬ 
mental rights of freedom of move¬ 
ment, commerce and expression 
for six weeks already, with no 
clear end in sight. In the U.S. and 
Europe, when security is allowed 
to trump democracy, it is for days, 
not weeks. The question is rarely if 
ever debated in relation to preven¬ 
tive detention, banning dissent, or 
blocking Internet and mobile 
phones - because in most democ¬ 
racies these concern fundamental 
rights that cannot be brushed 
aside in the name of security. 

We appear to have exited this 
group of democracies. More gall¬ 
ing still, we appear to have done so 
over an issue. Article 370, which is 
held by the Modi administration to 
have had little substance left in it 
anyway. What then is this alleged 
public celebration about? Have we 
become a people who exult in the 
humiliation of our own, as so ma¬ 
ny Kashmiris believe? 


Radha Kumar’s latest book is ‘Paradise at 
War: A Political History of Kashmir’ 


Seeking harmony and moderation in Ayodhya talks 

Now that both parties have expressed faith in mediation, the emphasis must be on healing minds and hearts 



A. FAIZUR RAHMAN 


I n a significant move, the Su¬ 
preme Court earlier this month 
permitted mediation to resume 
in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid dispute after its three-mem¬ 
ber mediation panel informed that 
some Muslim and Hindu parties 
were keen on going back to the ne¬ 
gotiating table to find an amicable 
way out of the imbroglio. 

This is a welcome development, 
considering the fact that there was 
widespread scepticism among the 
same parties when the Supreme 
Court mooted the idea in March. 
While many Hindu groups op¬ 
posed mediation, the Muslim side 
questioned the neutrality of one of 
the mediators, Sri Sri Ravishankar, 
but agreed to join the process. Un¬ 
fortunately, despite its best efforts, 
the panel could not get the parties 
to come to an agreement. 

A pragmatic realisation 

Yet, the court immediately grant¬ 
ed the parties’ request to restart 
mediation and let it proceed con¬ 
currently with the day-to-day¬ 
hearing. For this, it deserves 
praise. But the biggest takeaway 
for the peaceable majority of this 
country is the eagerness shown by 
the contending parties in resum¬ 
ing mediation. It subtly points to a 
pragmatic realisation that exces¬ 
sive reliance on theology may not 
bring about an amicable resolu¬ 
tion to the conflict. 

However, the ongoing hearing 


in the Supreme Court appears to 
be meandering around the uncer¬ 
tain pathways of dogmatic certi¬ 
tude eliciting exasperated expres¬ 
sions of sufferance from the 
advocate for one of the Muslim 
parties, Rajeev Dhavan. During a 
recent hearing, he indirectly ac¬ 
cused the Court of entertaining ar¬ 
guments based on theology rather 
than legality and concrete proof. It 
may be recalled that in March, the 
court was quoted in the media as 
suggesting that the case was not 
about a portion of disputed land 
but “about religious sentiments”. 

The question here is: Would 
delving deep into conflicting theo¬ 
logical positions in a title dispute 
be conducive to the apex court’s 
genuine desire to “heal minds and 
hearts” of the disputants, especial¬ 
ly when the parties themselves 
have renewed their faith in the me¬ 
diation process? 

In the Ismail Faruqui case, a 
Constitution Bench of the apex 
court refused to answer a Presi¬ 
dential Reference under Article 
143 asking for its opinion on 
whether any Hindu religious struc¬ 
ture existed prior to the construc¬ 
tion of the Babri Masjid. Re¬ 
nowned jurist Nani Palkhivala is 
also on record stating: “Courts can 
decide only questions of fact or of 
law. They cannot decide, and 
should never be called upon to de¬ 
cide, questions of opinion or belief 
or political wisdom.” 

The seeming intractability of 
this doddering mandir-masjid case 
lends credence to the view that an 
adversarial court process ground¬ 
ed in religious sentimentalism 
may not be the best alternative to a 
negotiated agreement. A quarter 
of a century ago, the judges in the 



Ismail Faruqui case presciently un¬ 
derscored this reality. They fer¬ 
vently hoped that “moderate opi¬ 
nion shall find general expression 
and that communal brotherhood 
shall bring to the dispute at Ayod¬ 
hya an amicable solution long be¬ 
fore the courts resolve it.” Now 
that several Muslim and the Hindu 
parties have exhibited their mod¬ 
erateness by renewing their faith 
in the process of mediation, to 
taste success they must see to it 
that the process is kept free of de¬ 
liberations purely based on faith. 

Truth and reconciliation 

The Hindu parties, notwithstand¬ 
ing their unshakeable views on the 
exact birthplace of Lord Rama, 
must try to “heal the minds and 
hearts” of the Muslims by accept¬ 
ing that what happened on De¬ 
cember 6,1992 was a gross viola¬ 
tion of law. Such a gesture would 
emulate the restorative process 
mandated in the South African 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis¬ 
sion and would go a long way in as¬ 
suaging hurt Muslim feelings. Oth¬ 
er confidence-building measures 
may include a legally enforceable 
assurance to Muslims that, after 
the peaceful resolution of this is¬ 
sue, no Hindu organisation would 


stake claim to any other “disput¬ 
ed” Muslim place of worship in In¬ 
dia. The Muslim side too must real¬ 
ise that thwarting a negotiated 
settlement on the basis of religious 
beliefs would amount to losing an 
opportunity to strengthen the en¬ 
tente cordiale. 

Neither the Koran nor the auth¬ 
entic statements of the Prophet 
lend credence to the perception 
among some Muslims that a mos¬ 
que, once constructed, will always 
remain a mosque and cannot be 
shifted. Such a belief is held only 
by the followers of a certain Mus¬ 
lim legal school. Many other 
schools do not subscribe to this 
idea although they all endorse the 
fundamental doctrine of the es¬ 
sentiality of mosques in Islam. 

The Majmu al Fatawa of Hanbali 
scholar Ibn Bazz contains a fatwa 
which mentions the shifting of a 
mosque in Kufa by Caliph Umar 
“for a particular benefit that called 
for that.” And Ibn Taymiyyah in his 
Majmu al Fatawa states: “It is per¬ 
missible in public interest to re¬ 
place a mosque by another one be¬ 
cause in some cases such a change 
can be more useful and beneficial 
even when the mosque is not fully 
in a state of disrepair.” 

With the help of legal devices 
such as takhayyur (selecting from 
different opinions) and talfiq al 
mazaahib (fusing different legal 
opinions) Muslim jurists can easily 
harmonise the doctrines of va¬ 
rious Islamic schools to formulate 
reformist interpretations that are 
capable of addressing any emer¬ 
gent issue. In fact, Ibn Ashur, one 
of the great Islamic scholars of the 
20th century, argues in his legal 
treatise Maqasid al Shariah al Isla- 
miyyah that “It is a shariah imper¬ 


ative to seek to achieve what is be¬ 
neficial ( masalih ) and avoid what is 
harmful ( mafasid ) for the com¬ 
munity under all circumstances, 
especially when faced with unpre¬ 
cedented problems and pressing 
adversity.” 

For a win-win outcome 

As for those Muslims who feel that 
a negotiated agreement with the 
Hindus would amount to conced¬ 
ing defeat, they should under¬ 
stand that when the Prophet 
signed the Treaty of Hudaibiyah, 
several of his close companions, 
including Hazrat Umar, consi¬ 
dered the agreement to be a humi¬ 
liating surrender to the Meccans. 
But the Koran called it “manifest 
victory” (fathan mubeen ) and ulti¬ 
mately the treaty proved to be of 
great benefit to the Muslims. 

Therefore, in the interest of 
peace and communal harmony, if 
the Muslims come to a negotiated 
agreement with the Hindus which 
results in a win-win situation for 
both sides, they would not have 
gone against the shariah. 

The Hindu side, on its part, 
must realise that for India to 
prosper, it must listen to Swami Vi- 
vekananda, who pointed out more 
than a century ago: “For our own 
motherland, a junction of the two 
great systems, Hinduism and Is¬ 
lam - Vedanta brain and Islam bo¬ 
dy - is the only hope. I see in my 
mind’s eye the future perfect India 
rising out of this chaos and strife, 
glorious and invincible, with Ve¬ 
danta brain and Islam body.” 


A. Faizur Rahman is the secretary-general 
of the Islamic Forum for the Promotion of 
Moderate Thought. E-mail: 
a.faizur.rahman@gmail.com 
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Riposte to Imran 

A perfect riposte was 
delivered by the First 
Secretary in India’s 
Permanent Mission at the 
UN, Vidisha Maitra, who 
lambasted Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s 
views. (Front page, “India 
slams Imran’s ‘hate speech’ 
at UN,” Sept. 29). Throwing 
caution to the winds, Mr. 
Khan talked in terms of 
‘bloodbath’ in Jammu and 
Kashmir and also referred 
to the nuclear weapons in 
Pakistan’s arsenal. It is high 
time the world community 
takes notice of the 
belligerence being 
exhibited by the country. 

C.V. Aravind, 

Bengaluru 



With respect to 

Contrary to what Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
claimed, India, as the 
largest democracy, has 
always been held in high 
esteem by countries around 
the world (News page, 
“World respects India more 
now: Modi, Sept. 29). But 
the success of a diplomatic 
tour depends on the 
achievements made and 
not on the ‘respect’ earned. 
As a large contingent of 
officials, led by the Prime 
Minister himself, went to 
the U.S., expectations were 
high. However, from the 
thunderous ‘Howdy, Modi!’ 
event to the UNGA session, 
no tangible progress seems 
to have been made. That 



even a limited trade 
agreement could not be 
reached with the U.S. 
government, and that Mr. 
Modi’s appeal for India’s 
entry to the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group as a 
member country also went 
unheeded, betray failure of 
the Indian mission. 
Manoharan Muthuswamy, 
Nabadwip, West Bengal 

■ Mr. Modi’s claim that “the 
honour of the country has 
increased in the eyes of the 
international community” is 
not based on ground reality. 
The International Monetary 
Fund expressed its concern 
about the downturn in the 
economy. Was that in honour 
of the country? GDP growth 



rate has touched a low 5%. 
Dividing the nation on the 
basis of languages and 
religion is on the rise. For 
nearly two months, voices of 
Kashmiris have been gagged. 
Should the international 
community honour India for 
any of these? 

A. JAINULABDEEN, 

Chennai 

A capital waterlogged 

It is not new for Patna to be 
waterlogged. For the past 
five years, the Ganges has 
been crossing the danger 
mark. This year, it has been 
giving us more trouble as it 
has rained incessantly over 
the last three days. A fresh 
debate has started on how 
safe Bihar’s capital actually 


is. It is a matter of fact that 
Patna is a badly planned city. 
Most of its areas are 
congested. Concrete roads 
have weakened soil stability. 
Now we have boats floating 
on the busiest roads of the 
city and water entering 
households. What makes the 
situation more tragic is that 
we are not even getting 
coverage in the ‘national 
media’ (Nation page, 

“Watery way,” Sept. 29). 

Pawan Raj, 

Patna 

Not a foreign tongue 

I was appalled to read about 
the Panjab University’s 
proposal to treat Urdu as a 
‘foreign language’ as part of 
its School of Foreign 


Languages. Even the Indian 
Constitution recognises Urdu 
as an Indian language. Its 
history and importance to 
our freedom struggle, and 
our films and literature, is 
known to all. I myself have 
studied Urdu for over 
seventeen years after my 
retirement and, for the past 
four years, have been 
translating Urdu short 
stories, including those by 
writers like Rajinder Singh 
Bedi and Gulzar, into Marathi 
- my mother tongue. The 
university should forthwith 
discard its absurd, if not 
mischievous, proposal. 

SUKUMAR SHIDORE, 

Pune 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 
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Two Asian powers and an island 

Unlike China, India has not accomplished much in Sri Lanka in the Sirisena years 


FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR 

Breaking silos, regaining trust 


■ 



A Chinese construction worker stands on Land that was reclaimed from the 
Indian Ocean for the Colombo Port City project. ■ ap 



T. RAMAKRISHNAN 


The imposing Lotus Tower in Colom¬ 
bo, which was opened to the public 
recently, is considered to be the lat¬ 
est symbol of Sri Lanka-China ties. 
An agreement to build this structure, 
which is to serve as a multi-function¬ 
al telecommunication tower, was 
signed by the two countries in 2012. 

It may look ironical that much of 
the project’s execution took place 
under a regime which came into of¬ 
fice at a time when there was a 
“strong anti-China mood”. In the 
run-up to the 2015 presidential elec¬ 
tion, Ranil Wickremesinghe, who 
was backing Maithripala Sirisena, 
had assured people that another Chi¬ 
nese project, the $1.4 billion Colom¬ 
bo Port City, would be scrapped. 
Soon after Mr. Sirisena became the 
President, work on the Port City 
came to a grinding halt. Then, there 
was also uncertainty over the fate of 
the Hambantota port, the develop¬ 
ment of which was originally offered 
to India by Mahinda Rajapaksa on be¬ 
coming Sri Lankan President in No¬ 
vember 2005. (India was said to have 
examined Hambantota purely from 
the point of view of economics, over¬ 
looking the strategic angle.) 

Two different records 

However, all of this is now history, as 
Colombo-Beijing ties have stood the 
test of time. China has been able to 
resolve all the controversies over 
these projects. The Port City’s execu¬ 
tion is underway without any major 
hitch. When it becomes a reality, it 
will stand beside the Colombo port, 
which serves as a major transship¬ 
ment hub for India. A Chinese com¬ 
pany has got Hambantota on lease 
for 99 years along with associated 
land of 15,000 acres. More impor¬ 
tantly, Sri Lanka is a member-coun¬ 
try of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

Notwithstanding an argument by 
some international experts that eco¬ 
nomic ties with China are driving Sri 
Lanka into a “debt trap”, the bilateral 
relationship on the economic front is 
only becoming stronger. According 
to the 2018 annual report of the Cen¬ 


tral Bank of Sri Lanka, imports from 
China accounted for 18.5%, just a lit¬ 
tle less than the 19% from India. 

On the other hand, India cannot 
claim to have accomplished much in 
the Sirisena years, despite its “neigh¬ 
bourhood first” policy since May 
2014. Apart from clinching a joint 
venture deal in May with Japan and 
Sri Lanka to develop the East Con¬ 
tainer Terminal at the Colombo Port, 
India cannot boast of having taken 
up any major infrastructure project 
in Sri Lanka. Not much is known 
about the status of a project to reno¬ 
vate the Kankesanthurai harbour in 
the Northern Province, for which In¬ 
dia provided over $45 million in early 
2018. There seems to be little pro¬ 
gress in India’s proposals to develop 
the Palaly airport in the North, 
(where commercial flight services in 
a limited way are expected to be 
launched shortly) and acquire a con¬ 
trolling stake in the Mattala Rajapak¬ 
sa International Airport. And for all 
practical purposes, the Economic 
and Technical Cooperation Agree¬ 
ment, an improved version of the ex¬ 
isting bilateral Free Trade Agree¬ 
ment, has been shelved. 

In recent years, only a couple of 
social sector projects of the Indian 
government - building 60,000 
homes for Tamils of the civil war- 
torn Northern and Eastern Provinces 
as well as those in the hill country re¬ 
gion, and the provision of ambulance 
services all over the island - gath¬ 
ered momentum. Both these are be¬ 
ing carried out using grants of the In¬ 
dian government. In July, an 
agreement was signed to upgrade a 


key railway segment, connecting the 
north and the south, at $91 million. 

However, given its potential and 
willingness to do more in develop¬ 
ment cooperation, India cannot re¬ 
main satisfied with such a modest 
track record. When Mr. Wickremes¬ 
inghe visited New Delhi about a year 
ago. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
expressed concern over delays in 
projects proposed by India. The joint 
development of an oil storage facility 
in Trincomalee is one such project 
which has been discussed for years. 
What can be a matter of consolation 
for New Delhi is that Colombo, about 
a year ago, reversed a decision to 
award a $300-million housing pro¬ 
ject, meant for the North, to Beijing. 

Stronger ties 

China-funded infrastructure projects 
in Sri Lanka may look great, but In- 
dia-Sri Lanka ties are deeper and 
more complex. As Mr. Modi said, “In 
good times and bad, India has been 
and will always be the first responder 
for Sri Lanka.” India’s assistance dur¬ 
ing the 2004 tsunami and Mr. Modi’s 
visit to Colombo in June (the first fo¬ 
reign dignitary to do so) in the after- 
math of the Easter Sunday attacks 
show India’s sincerity of approach. 

Despite these deep ties, it is true 
that India and Sri Lanka have seen 
some unpleasantness in bilateral re¬ 
lations in contemporary times. The 
anti-Tamil pogrom of 1983 dragged 
India into the Sri Lankan Tamil ques¬ 
tion. Events such as the withdrawal 
of the Indian Peace Keeping Force in 
March 1990 and the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 


in May 1991 made New Delhi adopt a 
“hands-off approach” towards Co¬ 
lombo till the final phase of the civil 
war. In the last five months of the war 
that ended in May 2009, India re¬ 
peatedly conveyed to Sri Lanka that 
the rights and welfare of the civilian 
population should not get enmeshed 
in hostilities against the LTTE. But 
this was not considered sufficient by 
protagonists of the proscribed organ¬ 
isation and some others who have 
been accusing the Indian govern¬ 
ment of having played a role in the 
LTTE’s defeat. 

However, with all their shortcom¬ 
ings, the Rajiv Gandhi-Jayawardene 
Accord of 1987 and the 13th Amend¬ 
ment to the Sri Lankan Constitution, 
envisaging devolution of powers for 
provinces, still provide a solid frame¬ 
work to address the ethnic question. 
Apart from a political settlement, the 
Northern and Eastern provinces, 
which account for less than 10% of 
Sri Lanka’s GDP, require economic 
development as there are signs of the 
youth there getting distracted from 
the pursuit of greener pastures. The 
Indian government is willing to walk 
the extra mile in this area, but what is 
wanting is a proper response from 
the Tamil political leadership. 

When Sri Lanka gets a new Presi¬ 
dent in two months, India must sit 
with that leader not just to get expe¬ 
ditious approvals for all the pending 
infrastructure projects but also con¬ 
tribute to a holistic development of 
Sri Lanka’s youth. Also, New Delhi 
should sustain its interest on deve¬ 
lopmental issues concerning the hill 
country Tamils, regarded as the most 
backward in Sri Lanka. It will also be 
worth making one more attempt to 
encourage the voluntary repatriation 
of nearly 95,000 refugees who live in 
Tamil Nadu back to Sri Lanka. As a 
step towards this direction, the auth¬ 
orities should resume ferry services 
between Talaimannar and Rameswa- 
ram at the earliest. 

As once stated by the High Com¬ 
missioner of India to Sri Lanka, Ta- 
ranjit Singh Sandhu, “Our aid is not 
to raid or invade”. A benign and com¬ 
prehensive approach, backed by the 
sincerity of purpose, will not only 
earn India greater respect of Sri Lan¬ 
kans, but also send a message to oth¬ 
er international players about the 
strength of its ties with Sri Lanka. 


ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in 


With propaganda growing on social media, it is time for people 
to come out of their comfort zones and talk to one another 



Researchers from the Oxford Internet Insti¬ 
tute, a multidisciplinary research and teach¬ 
ing department of the University of Oxford, 
have been monitoring the digital space over 
the last three years to study the organised 
manipulation of social media. Their latest 
findings, published in a study titled ‘The Glo¬ 
bal Disinformation Order’, is very disturb¬ 
ing. The study shows evidence of organised 
social media manipulation campaigns that 
have taken place in 70 countries, up from 48 
countries in 2018 and 28 countries in 2017. In 
each country, there is at least one political 
party or government agency using social me¬ 
dia to shape public attitudes domestically. 

The findings further state that social me¬ 
dia has been co-opted by many authoritarian 
regimes. In 26 countries, computational pro¬ 
paganda is being used as a tool of informa¬ 
tion control in three distinct ways: to sup¬ 
press fundamental human rights, discredit 
political opponents, and drown out dissent¬ 
ing opinions. The study explains how a 
handful of sophisticated state actors use 
computational propaganda for foreign in¬ 
fluence operations. Facebook and Twitter at¬ 
tributed foreign influence operations to se¬ 
ven countries. It is important to remember 
that India is among the seven countries. The 
others are China, Iran, Pakistan, Russia, Sau¬ 
di Arabia and Venezuela. The study is partic¬ 
ularly damning of Facebook. It reads: “Des¬ 
pite there being more social networking 
platforms than ever, Facebook remains the 
platform of choice for social media manipu¬ 
lation. In 56 countries, we found evidence of 
formally organised computational propa¬ 
ganda campaigns on Facebook.” 

Good information 

Former editor of The Guardian Alan Rus- 
bridger’s reflection on the current Brexit 
mess in the U.K. seems not only to endorse 
the study but also points out a new lurking 
danger. He wrote: “Most foot soldiers in jour¬ 
nalism do the job because they absolutely 
believe in the role of good information in 
good democracies. Something is stopping 
them: and the sooner we can fix that the bet¬ 
ter.” Rusbridger has a simple proposition: 
“good democracy relies on good informa¬ 


tion.” He defines good information as the 
one “that is not only true but also believed”. 
His short article, “End front-page falsehoods 
and regain the public’s trust”, explains how 
we stopped trusting: “We’re no longer very 
willing to believe almost anybody. Most sur¬ 
veys of trust find very little faith in what go¬ 
vernment or politicians tell us. But there are 
also extraordinarily low levels of trust in 
most media. Nearly two-thirds of people say 
they can no longer tell good journalism from 
rumour or falsehoods.” 

I became a journalist in an era of certain¬ 
ty. Everyone in the profession loved to quote 
the famous playwright Arthur Miller: “A 
good newspaper, I suppose, is a nation talk¬ 
ing to itself.” Digital disruption has created 
many silos in our public discourse. Instead 
of dialogue we have been reduced to becom¬ 
ing recipients of the noise generated by echo 
chambers. They have become so powerful 
that they deny the space to even give the oth¬ 
er person the benefit of the doubt. 

Initiating dialogue 

The time has come to break out of these si¬ 
los. There is a need to talk to people outside 
our comfort zones and initiate dialogues. 
Prime-time television debates have no dia¬ 
logue; they may be best termed as concur¬ 
rent monologues. The Readers’ Editor, as an 
interlocutor between the newspaper and its 
readers, has a moral obligation to support in¬ 
itiatives that bring back the sprit of the “na¬ 
tion talking to itself” not just among journal¬ 
ists but also among citizens. 

In the U.S., the Society of Professional 
Journalists (SPJ) and the SPJ Foundation 
launched a project in Casper, Wyoming, be¬ 
cause it wanted to get “a deep understanding 
of the reasons so many people distrust news 
organisations and their reporting.” The SPJ 
made it clear that its fundamental assump¬ 
tion was that journalism plays an important 
role in a democracy, so it is of concern when 
citizens don’t trust the media’s news cover¬ 
age, particularly reporting that holds elected 
officials accountable for actions that can im¬ 
pact the public. For six months, a small 
group of residents in Casper, Wyoming, set 
aside two hours every few Tuesdays to dis¬ 
cuss the press. Though the study was not a 
scientific one, there was tremendous value 
in hearing participants honestly and it paved 
the way for a mutual exchange of ideas. 

Next week, I will share some of the initia¬ 
tives at The Hindu aimed at strengthening 
trust. 


readerseditor@thehindu.co.in 


The doyen of a diplomatic dynasty 

A tribute to former Foreign Secretary 
ICRS. Menon (Jr.) 


T.P. S REENIVASAN 

A diplomatic dynasty which domi¬ 
nated Indian diplomacy for three 
generations, not by birth, but by stiff 
competition, lost its doyen when 
K.P.S. Menon (Jr.) passed away on 
September 28. As the Indian envoy to 
China, Japan, Bangladesh, Egypt and 
Hungary, KPS (Jr.) built a reputation 
for diplomatic finesse, extreme cour¬ 
tesy, sharp intellect, warm hospitali¬ 
ty and good humour. He left Delhi the 
day he retired to Thiruvananthapu- 
ram, to live in his wife’s home, as ev¬ 
ery Nair does. He was active in va¬ 
rious circles till very 
recently, visiting 
Chennai every year to 
enjoy music and 
dance. He rarely visit¬ 
ed Delhi as though he 
wanted his successors 
to make their own 
mistakes rather than 
follow his advice. 

The stars had fore¬ 
told many years ago 
that K.P.S. (Jr.) would 
be Foreign Secretary 
one day. It was writ¬ 
ten in the horoscope 
of his father, K.P.S. Menon (Sr.), that 
his son and grandson would occupy 
the same position that he occupied in 
the government. 

A disciplined diplomat 

When K.P.S. Menon (Jr.) was packing 
his bags for his retirement from Beij¬ 
ing, his mother thought that the as¬ 
trologer had got it wrong, but a few 
days before he retired, Rajiv Gandhi 
summoned him to New Delhi to re¬ 
place A.P. Venkateswaran, who left in 
a huff when the then Prime Minister 
announced publicly that he would 
appoint a new Foreign Secretary 
soon. He had least expected it and 
hesitated, but in the commotion 
created by the dismissal of Venkates¬ 
waran, appointment of any other 
person as Foreign Secretary would 
have led to speculation that the 
Prime Minister had removed Venka¬ 
teswaran to appoint a favourite. 
K.P.S., as the senior most IFS officer 
with a lily-white reputation, was a 
life-saver for Rajiv Gandhi. He served 
for two years with distinction at a dif¬ 
ficult time. He had some disagree¬ 



ments with Rajiv Gandhi’s policies, 
but he soldiered on as a disciplined 
diplomat. He was a pillar of support 
for me during the Fiji crisis, which 
led to my expulsion as the High 
Commissioner. 

When I returned to Thiruvanan- 
thapuram, the city was called “a 
three ambassador city” as only two 
other retired diplomats, K.P.S. and 
Thomas Abraham had settled down 
here. Most others from Kerala re¬ 
mained in Delhi or moved to Benga¬ 
luru or Chennai. The three of us got 
together to establish a think tank, the 
Kerala International Centre. Both of 
them were not only 
highly inspirational, 
but also active trustees 
giving me directions to 
run the Centre. Both of 
them came to our meet¬ 
ings regularly and 
created an internation¬ 
al study culture in the 
city. K.P.S. often sur¬ 
prised us with his un¬ 
conventional views, 
such as his opposition 
to nuclear weapons and 
his conviction that go¬ 
vernment service was 
not a desirable vocation. He would 
not advise youngsters even to join the 
IFS. But we learnt much from him 
and he was also keen to learn more 
about international affairs. With both 
of them gone, I feel orphaned. 

It was sad to see K.P.S. Menon (Jr.) 
lose his memory, but his devoted 
wife, Lalitha, helped him to jog his 
memory and keep him interested in 
various things. The wife of K.P.S. (Sr.) 
also used to support him in the even¬ 
ing of his life, even reminding him of 
his favourite jokes and laughing 
when he haltingly repeated them. 
K.P.S. Menon (Jr.) had a full and fruit¬ 
ful life, which must be celebrated. 

The mantle of this exceptional dy¬ 
nasty now falls on Shivshankar Me¬ 
non, who also became Foreign Secre¬ 
tary and National Security Adviser 
and is now in great demand national¬ 
ly and internationally as an excep¬ 
tional analyst of past and current in¬ 
ternational affairs. 


T.P. Sreenivasan is a former Ambassador of 
India and currently Director General, Kerala 
International Centre, Thiruvananthapuram 





DATA POINT 


Know your 
onions 


After a gap of three years, onion prices are on the rise again. An analysis of retail prices 
shows that prices usually rise in the last few months of the year. The trend is mostly 
dependent on weather conditions, with floods and droughts contributing to price spikes. A 
month-wise, city-wise comparison of onion prices in this decade by Vignesh Radhakrishnan 


Largely seasonal 

The graph shows the average retail price of onions every 
month in the last decade across 18 cities. The deeper the shade 
of green, the cheaper the onion. The deeper the shade of red, 
the costlier. Grey shades show moderate prices (in all graphs) 
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High in September 

The graph shows the average monthly retail price of onions 
in 2019. The prices were highest in Hyderabad, followed by 
Delhi and Kolkata 
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Weather-related aberrations 

The graph depicts the retail price of onions in the month of 
September in the last decade. Prices rose exponentially only 
in three years - 2013, 2015 and 2019 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 30, 1969 

Foreign Ministry: An ivory tower 

In spite of the humiliation it has brought to 
India, the Rabat rebuff could serve as a va¬ 
luable experience in the art of diplomacy if 
only the policy-makers in Delhi are prepared 
to treat it as a case study for determining 
what has really gone wrong with India’s fo¬ 
reign policy in recent years. Such a study 
would help the Government to identify the 
basic gaps in the present system of policy¬ 
making and implementation by the External 
Affairs Ministry. According to some critics, 
one of the great disservices done by Mr. Ja- 
waharlal Nehru was to build up the present 
External Affairs Ministry into an ivory tower 
- as a natural successor to the old Foreign 
and Political Department - which tended to 
function under him as a Government within 
a Government, taking public opinion for 
granted and making no effort at all to edu¬ 
cate the people about the fundamentals of 
the country’s foreign policy or the philoso¬ 
phy behind it. It became a charmed circle 
manned by a superior service drawing its in¬ 
spiration directly from an omniscient Prime 
Minister and answerable only to him. 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 30, 1919. 

Smoking. 

(Letter to the Editor: An Excerpt) 

Sir, - Now a days smoking has become a 
practice among youth irrespective of caste 
or creed. The various articles of smoking are 
(1) Cigars (2) Cigarettes and (3) Beedies. The 
last two are in great prominence throughout 
India. There are a number of factories manu¬ 
facturing beedies throughout India in all im¬ 
portant towns and a large quantity of ciga¬ 
rettes also is imported from foreign 
countries. So much so it can be said that 
there is not even a single shandy or village or 
railway station where these cigarettes and 
beedies are not sold. 

The Cigarette companies even go to the 
length of encouraging smoking by making a 
free distribution of cigarettes as samples to 
the public especially to youngsters. It is only 
in the youth the character building of our 
boys takes place. If a boy is trained in good 
ways up to his 18th year be leads a happy life 
throughout his life. Similarly if he is allowed 
to go astray as he pleases up to his 18th year 
he turns up into a vagabond and leads a mis¬ 
erable life throughout his life although he re¬ 
pents for the mistakes committed by him in 
his youth. 

T.N. Umapathi Aiyar, Chittoor. 
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Questions cloud 
Petronet-Tellurian deal 


Coal dependence, and the 
lack of regasification plants 
and pipeline infrastructure 
in India are other issues of 
concern with the deal. 

“The timing of the deal 
will be crucial, when the 
supply of gas will start for 
India,” National Head of 
Energy and Natural Re¬ 
sources at KPMG India An- 
ish De said. 

“In the next two to three 
years, the Indian market 
will be over-supplied, and 
the current spot prices are 
such that getting into any 
long term deals will not be 
easy.” 

In 2011, another PSU, 
GAIL had entered into 20- 
year contracts with Ameri¬ 
can companies Cheniere 
Energy and Dominion Ee- 
nergy to buy 5.8 million 
tonnes of LNG a year with 
fixed annual fees. It has 
since been reselling much of 
it to other markets due to 
lack of demand. 

Same protagonists 

Disquiet has also been grow¬ 
ing over an ongoing lawsuit 
between Cheniere and its 
former CEO and Chairman 
Cherif Souki, who founded 
Tellurian Inc. after he was 
dismissed by the Cheniere 
board in 2015. 

At the time, the board 
had questioned his plans to 
build the same Driftwood 
LNG project, which includes 
a liquefaction plant and 96 
km pipeline, terming them 
“too ambitious”. 

For the current project. 
Tellurian is looking at a 
number of investors includ¬ 
ing Petronet India to help fi¬ 
nance construction for 
Driftwood, offering lmillion 
tonnes per year of offtake 
for every $500 mn of invest¬ 
ment. 



Tellurian is Looking at 
different investors for the 

project. ■THULASI KAKKAT 


Significantly, both Mr. 
Souki in his previous capac¬ 
ity at Cheniere Energy, and 
Petronet LNG India CMD 
Prabhat Singh, as Director, 
Marketing for GAIL had 
helped negotiate the former 
U.S. deal in 2011 as well. 

Prestige project 

Both U.S. and Indian offi¬ 
cials say the Petronet-Tellur¬ 
ian deal is now a prestige 
project for India-U.S. rela¬ 
tions that are otherwise fac¬ 
ing headwinds over trade is¬ 
sues, and both Prime 
Minister Modi and President 
Donald Trump have hailed 
the deal publicly. 

On Friday, State depart¬ 
ment Acting Assistant Secre¬ 
tary for South and Central 
Asia Alice Wells said the 
deal was “so important” to 
the relationship because it 
showed that investment was 
a two-way street where “In¬ 
dia is investing and creating 
jobs in America” with the 
Petronet investment result¬ 
ing in an estimated 50,000 
jobs and $60 billion in 
exports. 

Much will depend on 
how quickly the two sides 
can negotiate the agree¬ 
ment, and at what cost to 
Petronet. 


EC cuts short Sikkim CM’s 
disqualification term 


The case pertained to his te¬ 
nure as Animal Husbandry 
Minister. Mr. Tamang was 
convicted for misappro¬ 
priating funds in the pro¬ 
curement of cows. 

“...Commission needs to 
tread its path carefully so 
that a person attracting mi¬ 
nimum punishment under a 
particular Act should not 
face the same disqualifica¬ 
tion as is applied to those 
who are convicted for lon¬ 
ger or maximum period un¬ 
der the statute,” the ECI or¬ 
der said. 

The ECI also said it need¬ 
ed to exercise the power 
“taking all material facts 
and circumstances into 
consideration”. 

Citing “legislative intent” 
of Section 11 of the RP Act, 
the ECI said: “The legisla¬ 
ture has, in its wisdom, 
deemed it necessary to vest 
this Commission with this 
power with the understand¬ 
ing that socio-economic- 
political factors may, in cer¬ 
tain peculiar circumstances, 
warrant that the general dis¬ 
qualification prescribed by 
statutory rule should be re¬ 
moved/reduced by exercis- 



Prem Singh Tamang 


ing this extraordinary 
power.” 

The order went on to say 
that Mr. Tamang had not 
contested the elections or 
moved the ECI. 

Responding to the the 
ECI order, Jagdeep S. Chho- 
kar, of the Association for 
Democratic Reforms, said 
the order was “not condu¬ 
cive to reducing criminalisa- 
tion of politics”. He added 
that the issue of Mr. Tamang 
not contesting elections and 
the ECI citing socio-eco¬ 
nomic-political factors were 
“not germane to the issue”. 


As prices soar, Centre 
bans onion exports 


The buffer stocks are main¬ 
tained through the National 
Agricultural Cooperative 
Marketing Federation of In¬ 
dia (NAFED). 

Supplies to Delhi, Harya¬ 
na, and Andhra Pradesh are 


being sent at regulated rates 
using these stocks. 

Other States have also 
been asked to use this buffer 
and indicate their demand 
to the Department of Con¬ 
sumer Affairs or NAFED. 


E-cigarettes a new menace: PM 

Modi explains reason for ban, talks about ‘Fit India Plogging Run’ on October 2 


4^ E -cigarette has been 
* banned so that this 
new form of intoxication 
does not destroy our 
demographically young 
country. It does not trample 
on the dreams of a family and 
waste the lives of our children 


NARENDRA MODI, 

PRIME MINISTER 



This Puja, PM, Sonia seek 
celebration of women 

Political rivals adopt a similar theme 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Explaining the reason for the 
Union Cabinet’s decision to 
ban e-cigarettes. Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said the government 
wanted to prevent “a new 
form of intoxication destroy¬ 
ing a demographically young 
country”. 

He was delivering his 
monthly radio speech, Mann 
Ki Baat. Delving into the 
health hazards of e-ciga- 
rettes after the Cabinet 
banned its commercial pro¬ 
duction and import on Sep¬ 
tember 18, Mr. Modi said a 
“myth” had been created 
that these were less harmful 
than ordinary cigarettes. 

‘Health hazard’ 

He said that like convention¬ 
al cigarettes, it did not 
spread an odour as fragrant 
chemicals are added to it but 
they were harmful and 
posed a health hazard. 

“...E-cigarette has been 
banned so that this new 
form of intoxication does not 
destroy our demographical¬ 
ly young country. It does not 


trample on the dreams of a 
family and waste the lives of 
our children. This scourge 
and this obnoxious habit 
should not become rooted in 
our society,” he said. 

Unlike a regular cigarette, 
an e-cigarette is an electron¬ 
ic device where the heating 
of nicotine-containing fluids 
creates a type of chemical 
smoke and this is the path¬ 
way through which nicotine 
is consumed, the Prime Mi¬ 
nister said. 

“There is little awareness 
of e-cigarettes among peo¬ 
ple. They are also complete¬ 
ly unaware of its danger and 
for this reason, sometimes e- 
cigarettes sneak into the 
house out of sheer 
curiosity.” 


Talking about his govern¬ 
ment’s effort to curb single¬ 
use plastic, he said, “130 
crore Indians have pledged 
to fight the menace of 
plastic.” 

‘Plogging’ 

The Prime Minister high¬ 
lighted the efforts of Ripuda- 
man Belvi who has started 
the movement of plogging, a 
combination of jogging and 
picking up litter. 

“In view of the kind of 
lead that India has taken to¬ 
wards environmental pro¬ 
tection, today the countries 
of the entire world are look¬ 
ing towards India as a mo¬ 
del,” Mr. Modi said. 

While speaking to Mr. Bel¬ 
vi, the Prime Minister in¬ 


formed him that the Sports 
Ministry had organised the 
“Fit India Plogging Run” on 
October 2 in which partici¬ 
pants from across India 
would plog for 2 km. 

Talking about sportsman¬ 
ship, the Prime Minister 
praised 23-year-old Daniil 
Medvedev, who lost the U.S. 
Open Tennis championship 
finals to 19-time grand slam 
winner Rafael Nadal, for his 
“simplicity and maturity” in 
handling the situation. 

Birthday greetings 

Mr. Modi said he had extend¬ 
ed birthday greetings to Lata 
Mangeshkar before embark¬ 
ing on his week-long visit to 
the U.S. as he made his tele¬ 
phonic conversation with 
the legendary singer public 
on his radio address. 

Ms. Mangeshkar turned 
90 on September 28. 

During the conversation, 
Mr. Modi described Ms. Man¬ 
geshkar as an elder sister 
while the singer heaped 
praise on him, saying the 
picture of India has started 
changing ever since he be¬ 
came Prime Minister. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Wishing citizens on the oc¬ 
casion of Navrathri, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday asked people to 
launch a campaign to cele¬ 
brate the achievements of 
their daughters. 

During his Mann Ki Baat 
broadcast, Mr. Modi said 
that on Deepavali, just as 
Goddess Lakshmi is wel¬ 
comed to every home to 
bring in prosperity and hap¬ 
piness, every daughter 
should be considered an 
embodiment of the 
goddess. 

The Prime Minister asked 
people to start a social me¬ 
dia campaign with the hash- 
tag “Bharat Ki Lalcshmi”. 

“There are several 
daughters and daughters-in- 
law who are doing excep¬ 
tional work. Society should 
identify such daughters and 
honour them across India,” 
the Prime Minister said. 

Greeting citizens on the 
occasion of Shardiya Navra- 
tras and Durga Puja, Con¬ 
gress president Sonia Gand- 



Sonia Gandhi 


hi said that more effort was 
required to protect and en¬ 
sure the rights of women. 

“In the coming days, nine 
forms of the goddess are 
worshipped. This worship 
of strength shows the im¬ 
portant place of women in 
society. In the present cir¬ 
cumstances, we need to 
make more efforts to pro¬ 
tect the honour and rights 
of women”, the Congress 
president said in a state¬ 
ment. 

“I hope that worshippers, 
by fasting and worshipping, 
strengthen their will and de¬ 
feat negative forces,” she 
said. 


PM to take aerial route to IIT-M 

Heavy security posted around campus, but traffic will be hassle-free, say police 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Like the last time. Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi has 
opted to fly in and out of the 
Indian Institute of Technolo¬ 
gy-Madras (IIT-M) on 
Monday. 

The Prime Minister is ex¬ 
pected to arrive at the city 
airport at 9.10 a.m. From the 
airport, he will take a heli¬ 
copter to the IIT-M campus. 
At 9.45 am, he will address 
the Singapore India Hack- 
athon 2019 at the IIT-M Re¬ 
search Park. He will deliver 
the 56th Convocation ad¬ 
dress at the institutes’s Stu¬ 
dents Activity Centre at 11 
a.m. 

Since he will be arriving 
and leaving the campus by a 
helicopter, there will be no 
traffic snarls on roads, say 
police. He is expected to 
leave the city by 1.15 p.m. 

“We can assure that there 
will be no traffic congestion 
around IIT-Madras or on 
GST Road as he is travelling 
by a chopper. Besides, all 
the VIPs have been asked to 
arrive by 8 a.m. and entry 
will be restricted after 8.30 
a.m. So before the peak- 



Police personnel at IIT-M 
ahead of Prime Minister's 

Visit. "M. KARUNAKARAN 


hour, all the VIPs will be in¬ 
side the campus,” said a se¬ 
nior police officer. 

Traffic police will also be 
deployed inside the IIT-M 
campus. “The helipad will 
be in the cricket ground and 
he has to travel 3 km by road 
inside the campus to reach 
the first venue. From there, 
another 1.3 km to the second 
venue. So we have our men 
managing traffic inside,” 
said another officer. 

CCTV cameras 

More than 1,000 policemen 
have been deployed inside 
and outside the campus in 
connection with Mr Modi’s 
visit. “Our men are patroll¬ 
ing the campus and the com¬ 


mandos are combing the for¬ 
est area. We have installed 
over 50 CCTV cameras apart 
from the existing ones in the 
premises,” said a senior pol¬ 
ice officer. 

As a precaution, the pol¬ 
ice have also deployed over 
600 traffic police personnel 
from the airport to IIT-Ma¬ 
dras to manage the situation 
in case the PM’s convoy has 
to take the road for some 
reason. “This is highly un¬ 
likely,” added the officer. 

This is the second time 
the Prime Minister has cho¬ 
sen to use helicopter, and 
not take the road, to reach 
the IIT-M. In April 2018, he 
opted for the aerial route as 
a few opposition parties and 
Tamil outfits planned to 
show black flags to protest 
against the Centre for not 
constituting the Cauvery 
Management Board despite 
the Supreme Court order. 
Some protesters even re¬ 
leased black balloons when 
he arrived. 

Though there has been no 
announcement of any kind 
of protests this time, the 
Prime Minister has chosen 
to use the chopper. 


In tweet, Modi 
asks ideas 
for speech 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Ahead of his visit to IIT-M, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi tweeted on Sunday 
seeking ideas for his 
speech. 

“Tomorrow I will be in 
Chennai for the 
convocation ceremony of 
@iitmadras. I look forward 
to being with some of 
India’s brightest minds. I 
also call upon all of you, 
especially IITians and IIT 
alumni, to share their 
ideas for my speech. Do so 
on the ‘Open Forum’ on 
the NaMo App.” 

In another tweet, he 
said he will take part in the 
prize distribution 
ceremony of the Singapore 
India Hackathon in the 
city tomorrow, “which 
brings together the finest 
minds finding long lasting 
solutions to the problems 
we face.” 


Kashmir curbs only in 
‘certain minds’: Shah 

He says situation will be normal soon 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Sunday that Kashmir 
would be normal soon. He 
said there was no blockade 
in Jammu and Kashmir and 
restrictions existed only in 
“certain minds”. 

“There is no curfew 
anywhere in 196 police sta¬ 
tions in J&K. Restrictions un¬ 
der Section 144 Cr.PC, that 
prohibits assembly of more 
than four people and politi¬ 
cal processions, are im¬ 
posed in eight police sta¬ 
tions. Landlines are 
functional, in fact after Au¬ 
gust 5, as many as 6,200 
new PCOs were opened,” 
Mr. Shah said. He said J&K 
would be the most deve¬ 
loped State in the next 10 
years. 

He was addressing a func¬ 
tion organised by the Sam- 
kalp Former Civil Servants 
Forum at Nehru Memorial 
Museum and Library 
(NMML) here. 

‘Himalayan blunder’ 

Accusing former Prime Mi¬ 
nister Jawaharlal Nehru of 


mishandling the Kashmir is¬ 
sue, Mr. Shah said that he 
had committed a “Hima¬ 
layan blunder” by ap¬ 
proaching the United Na¬ 
tions on the subject. 

“No telephone is not vio¬ 
lation of human rights, the 
death of more than 41,000 
people in J&K due to Article 
370 is. Why can’t the cham¬ 
pions of human rights see 
the pain of the widows of se¬ 
curity forces who were 
killed in J&K all these years,” 
Mr. Shah said. 

Severe restrictions, in¬ 
cluding a communication 
blockade, continue in Kash¬ 
mir Valley since August 5 
when Mr. Shah moved two 
Bills in the Rajya Sabha to 
revoke the special status of 
J&K under Article 370 and 
bifurcate the State into Un¬ 
ion Territories. 

He said “8-10-year-old 
girls” were married off in 
Kashmir as the Child Mar¬ 
riage Act which prohibits 
marriage for girls before 18 
was not applicable in J&K 
due to Article 370. “As many 
as 106 Central laws were not 
applicable in J&K,” he said. 


BJP names 32 candidates for bypolls 

Constituencies spread over various States such as Assam, Bihar, M.P. and UP. 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi flanked by Home Minister Amit 
Shah and BJP working president J.P. Nadda in New Delhi. - pti 


Aaditya 
Thackeray to 
contest polls 

STAFF REPORTER 

MUMBAI 

Shiv Sena leader Aaditya 
Thackeray will be the first 
member of the Thackeray 
family to enter the electo¬ 
ral fray. 

Sources in the party told 
The Hindu that he had 
been given an AB form and 
he would contest from the 
Worli Assembly seat in 
South Mumbai. Mr. Aaditya 
is the president of the Yuva 
Sena and son of party chief 
Uddhav Thackeray. 

Last week, Mr. Thacke¬ 
ray had slammed the Op¬ 
position for promoting ne¬ 
potism in politics. 

Since the time of Sena 
founder late Bal Thackeray, 
none of the members of 
the family had contested 
elections but chose to con¬ 
trol the government from 
outside, giving rise to the 
term “remote control”. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

With byelections to several 
Assembly seats scheduled 
for October 21, the BJP on 
Sunday named its candi¬ 
dates for 32 constituencies 
spread over Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pra¬ 
desh, Kerala, Madhya Pra¬ 
desh, Meghalaya, Odisha, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, 
Telangana and Uttar 
Pradesh. 

For Assam, the BJP named 
Bijay Malakar as its candi¬ 
date for the Ratabari seat, 
Towfiqur Rahman for Jania, 
Rajen Borthakur for Rangap- 
ara and Nabanita Handique 
for Sonari. 

The party named Switi 
Singh as its candidate for 
Kishanganj in Bihar and 
Lachuram Kashyap for Chi- 
tralcot in Chhattisgarh. 

For Dharamshala and 
Pachhad in Himachal Pra¬ 


desh, the names of Vishal 
Nehriya and Reena Kashyap 
were announced. 

Kerala candidates 

In Kerala, the party named 
Raveesh Thantri Kumar for 
Manjeshwar, C.G. Rajagopal 
for Ernakulam, K.P. Prakash 
Babu for Aroor, K. Suren- 
dran for Konni and S. Suresh 


for Vattiyoorkavu. 

Bhanu Bhuriya was 
named the candidate for Jha- 
bua in Madhya Pradesh and 
Joshua Wajri for Sheila in 
Meghalaya. Sanat Gadtia was 
named for the Bijepur seat in 
Odisha. 

The party announced the 
names of Rajesh Bagga for 
Phagwara and Jangi Lai Ma- 


hajan for Mukerian in Pun¬ 
jab. Sushila Seegda was 
named the candidate for 
Mandawa in Rajasthan. 

For Sikkim’s Martam- 
Rumtek and Gangtok seats, 
the party named Sonam 
Tshering Venchungpa and 
Yong Tshering Lepcha, res¬ 
pectively. 

Kota Rama Rao was 
named for Huzurnagar in 
Telangana. 

U.P. candidates 

For the bypolls in Uttar Pra¬ 
desh, the party named Kirat 
Singh (Gangoh seat), Bharat 
Bhushan Gupta (Rampur), 
Rajkumar Sahyogi (Iglas), Su¬ 
resh Tiwari (Lucknow 
Cantt.), Surendra Maithani 
(Govindnagar), Anand Shulc- 
la (Manikpur), Ambarish Ra- 
wat (Zaidpur), Rajesh Singh 
(Jalalpur), Saroj Sonlcar (Bal- 
ha) and Vijay Rajbhar (Gho- 
si). 


BSP releases 
first list for 
Haryana 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP) on Sunday released 
its first list of 41 candidates 
for the Haryana Assembly 
election scheduled for Oc¬ 
tober 21. 

The party had said it 
would contest alone in all 
90 seats, having called off 
its alliance with Dushyant 
Chautala’s Jannayak Janata 
Party after disagreement 
over seat-sharing. 

The list was released by 
party State president Pra¬ 
kash Bharti. 

Only two of the candi¬ 
dates are women: Shakun- 
tala Bhatti nominated for 
Shahbad (reserved) and 
Sunita Dhull for Pundri. 

Raj Kumar Saini, former 
BJP MP from Kurukshetra, 
who floated the Loktantra 
Suraksha Party, an¬ 
nounced 16 candidates. 


6 civilians injured as Pak. violates ceasefire 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAMMU 

Six persons, including a 12- 
year-old boy, were injured as 
Pakistan violated the cease¬ 
fire for the second consecu¬ 
tive day by targeting forward 
posts and villages with mor¬ 
tar shelling and small-arms 
firing in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir’s Poonch district on Sun¬ 


day, an official said. 

While four of the injured 

- three women and the boy 

- were rushed to a hospital, 
efforts were on to shift the 
other two, District Develop¬ 
ment Commissioner of 
Poonch Rahul Yadav said. 

A Defence spokesperson 
said the firing and shelling 
from across the border in the 


Balakote sector along the 
Line of Control (LoC) started 
at about 3.15 p.m. The Indian 
Army retaliated strongly and 
a heavy exchange of fire was 
going on when the last re¬ 
ports were received, he 
added. 

“Three women and a boy 
have received splinter inju¬ 
ries in the Pakistani shelling 


on their villages. They were 
evacuated and taken to a 
hospital. Their condition is 
stated to be stable,” Mr. Ya¬ 
dav said. He added that two 
more persons were also in¬ 
jured but continuous firing 
from Pakistan was hamper¬ 
ing their evacuation. “Efforts 
are on to shift them to a hos¬ 
pital,” he said. 


Case against IT major 
for rule violation 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Labour Commissioner’s 
office in Assam has filed a 
case against information 
technology major Wipro for 
executing the National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens (NRC) exer¬ 
cise without obtaining a 
contract labour licence. 


Wipro allegedly violated 
the Contract Labour (Regu¬ 
lation & Abolition) Act of 
1970 while handling the dig¬ 
ital part of the project 
through a Guwahati-based 
firm. 

The case was filed at the 
court of the chief judicial 
magistrate. 


APPEAL 

Name of Patient: Pari Rathore, 3 years. Hospital 
Name: Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute and Research 
Centre. Diagnosis: Thalassemia Major & is currently 
under treatment at Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute and 
Research Center vide Cr No. 230713. He Requires 
Alogenic Stem Cell Transplant.The approximate cost of 
treatment will be Rs. 15,00,000/- 
We request Kind Hearted Philanthropists to save 
him. Kindly send donation by Cheque/DD/M.O 
favouring Save Poor Lives A/c Pari Rathore S/B 
Account No. 20000913487, State Bank of India, Raja 
Annamalaipuram Branch, IFSC CODE: SBIN0001855, 
which is exempted under 80G of I.T. ACT. 

Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC 
CHARITABLE TRUST, (ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A4, Ceebros Garden, Ground 
floor, Old No.76 Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai - 600 028. 
Ph: 044-42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail:savepoorlives@gmail.com. Our 
website: www.savepoorlives.com 

DONATION GIVEN TO PATIENTS UPTO MARCH 2019 FOR RS. 4,26,89,335/-AND 
SCHOLARSHIP 7,30,800/- 

Save Poor Lives 
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Amarinder, Sukhbir hail decision to release Sikh prisoners to mark Guru Nanak birth anniversary 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Punjab Chief Minister Ama¬ 
rinder Singh has appreciated 
the Centre’s decision to ac¬ 
cept the State government’s 
plea for the release of prison¬ 


ers convicted under the Ter¬ 
rorist and Disruptive Activi¬ 
ties (Prevention) Act who 
had completed their sen¬ 
tence and whose release was 
not perceived to be prejudi¬ 
cial to the peace and security 


of the State or the country. In 
a letter dated September 14, 
the Chief Minister urged Un¬ 
ion Home Minister Amit 
Shah to accept the State go¬ 
vernment’s formal proposal 
as a “goodwill gesture” on 


humanitarian grounds on 
the occasion. 

Eight Sikh prisoners, 
lodged in different jails in the 
country for committing 
crimes during the militancy 
phase in Punjab, will be re¬ 


leased by the government on 
the occasion of the 550th 
birth anniversary of Guru Na¬ 
nak Dev in November. 

Besides, through a special 
remission, the death sen¬ 
tence of another Sikh prison¬ 


er has been commuted to life 
imprisonment. 

Shiromani Akali Dal presi¬ 
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal 
said the government’s ges¬ 
ture was a fitting tribute to 
the atmosphere of religious 


zeal and harmony generated 
by celebrations of the birth 
anniversary of Guru Nanak 
Dev. 

“We are very sure that this 
is just the starting point of 
the process to review and re¬ 


lease all Sikh prisoners who 
had either served their full 
term or had been forced into 
unlawfulness under exten¬ 
uating religious and emo¬ 
tional circumstances,” Mr. 
Badal said. 


Nearly 600 prisoners 
to walk free on Oct. 2 


To mark Gandhiji’s birth anniversary 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Several hundred prisoners, 
convicted of offences other 
than murder, rape and cor¬ 
ruption, will be released 
from jails across India on Oc¬ 
tober 2 to mark the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi, officials said on 
Sunday. 

The number could be 
nearly 600, and the final list 
is being prepared by the Un¬ 
ion Home Ministry in close 
coordination with the State 
governments and the admi¬ 
nistrations of the Union 
Territories. 

Third phase 

A Home Ministry official said 
that under the scheme for 
special remission to mark 
the birth anniversary, pri¬ 
soners had been released on 
October 2, 2018 and April 6, 
2019. The third phase is due 
on the coming Gandhi 
Jayanthi. 

Women convicts aged 55 
and above and men of 60 
years or more who have 
completed half their sen¬ 
tence, and a few other cate¬ 
gories of prisoners will be re¬ 
leased under the amnesty 
scheme, the official said. 

Transgender convicts 
aged 55 and above who have 
completed half their actual 
sentence without counting 



the period of general remis¬ 
sion earned by them and 
those prisoners with at least 
70% disability who have 
completed half their actual 
sentence period will be eligi¬ 
ble for release. 

Several exclusions 

The special remission is not 
granted to persons convict¬ 
ed of an offence for which 
the sentence is the death pe¬ 
nalty or whose death sen¬ 
tence has been commuted to 
life imprisonment. 

The other categories of 
prisoners who will not be 
considered for amnesty in¬ 
clude persons convicted of 
an offence for which punish¬ 
ment of death has been spec¬ 
ified as one of the punish¬ 
ments and persons 
convicted of an offence for 
which punishment of life im¬ 
prisonment has been speci¬ 
fied as one of the 
punishments. 


Modi-Trump meet a 
failure, says Congress 

But party backs PM’s stance on Pak. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A day after BJP workers gave 
a rousing welcome to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
his return from the U.S., the 
Congress on Sunday said 
Mr. Modi’s meeting with 
President Donald Trump 
had “failed” to meet India’s 
expectations despite the dis¬ 
play of bonhomie and 
friendship at the “Howdy 
Modi!” event. 

Congress leader Anand 
Sharma said the “euphoria” 
over the Prime Minister’s 
UN visit was misplaced, and 
asked the government to fo¬ 
cus on real issues and not 
deflect attention by engag¬ 
ing in “boastful campaign 
propaganda”. 

He, however, said the 
Congress was in complete 
agreement with the stand 
taken by Mr. Modi on Pakis¬ 
tan and the continuing 
threat of terrorism, and ad¬ 
ded that “Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s lan¬ 



guage was unbecoming of a 
Prime Minister and has no 
place in a civilised dis¬ 
course.” 

“There were no tangible 
outcomes of the visit which 
would justify the BJP cele¬ 
bration. The Prime Minister 
was unsuccessful in per¬ 
suading President Trump to 
restore the Generalized Sys¬ 
tem of Preference for Indian 
exports to U.S. markets, 
withdrawal of reduction in 
number of Hl-B visas for In¬ 
dian professionals and the 
steep hike in fees,” he said. 


Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla to visit Russia 

He will meet Chairman of the Duma 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Russia is gearing up to inten¬ 
sify legislative cooperation 
with India in the coming 
months. As part of this pro¬ 
cess, Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla is likely to visit Moscow 
in November, a source said. 

During the visit, Mr. Birla 
will hold meetings with 
leading Russian figures in¬ 
cluding the Chairman of the 
Russian Duma, Viacheslav 
Volodin, the source said. 

The visit to Moscow is be¬ 
ing viewed as part of Rus¬ 
sia’s continued efforts to 
promote ties between the 
legislative organs of both 
sides. 

The focus on inter-parlia¬ 
mentary exchanges was 
part of the joint statement 
that was issued during 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Vladivostok in 




Om Birla 


the Russian Far East in the 
first week of September. 

The joint statement indi¬ 
cated that Mr. Birla would 
soon visit Russia. 

Moscow’s Ambassador 
Nikolay Kudashev met Mr. 
Birla in July. The Chairman 
of the Duma and its defence 
committee play a significant 
role in India-Russia ties tra¬ 
ditionally. Mr. Volodin visit¬ 
ed India last December and 
met Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi. 
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This is a public announcement for information purposes only and is not a prospectus announcement. This does not constitute an invitation or offer to acquire, purchase or subscribe for securities. 

Not for publication or distribution, directly or indirectly outside India. 

INDIAN RAILWAY CATERING AND TOURISM CORPORATION LIMITED 


Our Company was incorporated as "Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited" on September27,1999, as a public limited company underthe Companies Act, 1956 and was granted a certificate of incorporation by the Deputy Registrar of Companies, N.C.T. 
of Delhi and Haryana. Our Company received its certificate for commencement of business from the Deputy Registrarof Companies, N.C.T. of Delhi and Haryana on December 2,1999. For details of changes in the registered office of our Company, see "History and Certain 
Corporate Matters " on page 156 of the red herring prospectus dated September 24,2019, read with the corrigendum dated September 28,2019 ("RHP"). 

Registered Office: 11th Floor, B - 148, Statesman House, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110 001, Delhi, India. Contact Person: Suman Kalra, Company Secretary and Compliance Officer; 

Telephone: +91 11 2331 1263 / 64; E-mail: ipo@irctc.com; Website: www.irctc.com; Corporate Identity Number: U74899DL1999GOI101707 


OUR PROMOTER: THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA ACTING THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF 20,160,000 EQUITY SHARES OF FACE VALUE OF ^ 10 EACH (“EQUITY SHARES”) OF INDIAN RAILWAY CATERING AND TOURISM CORPORATION LIMITED (OUR “COMPANY” OR THE “ISSUER”) THROUGH AN OFFER FOR 
SALE BYTHE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, ACTING THROUGH THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (THE “SELLING SHAREHOLDER”), FOR CASH AT A PRICE OF ^ [•] PER EQUITY SHARE (INCLUDING A SHARE PREMIUM OF ? [•] PER EQUITY 
SHARE) (THE “OFFER PRICE”), AGGREGATING TO ^ [•] MILLION (THE “OFFER”). THE OFFER COMPRISES OF A NET OFFER OF 20,000,000 EQUITY SHARES AND EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION OF UPT0160,000 EQUITY SHARES. THE OFFER LESS 
EMPLOYEE RESERVATION PORTION IS REFERRED TO AS THE NET OFFER. THE OFFER AND THE NET OFFER SHALL CONSTITUTE 12.60% AND12.50%, RESPECTIVELY OF THE POST-OFFER PAID-UP EQUITYSHARE CAPITAL OF OURCOMPANY. 

QIB Category: Not more than 50% of the Offer 
Retail Category: Not less than 35% of the Offer 
Non Institutional Investor Category: Not less than 15% of the Offer 
Employee Reservation: 160,000 Equity Shares for Eligible Employees 

Price Band: X 315 to ^ 320 per Equity Share of face value of ^ 10 each. 

Retail Discount and Employee Discount: ^ 10 per Equity Share on Offer Price. 

The Floor Price is 31.5 times the face value of the Equity Shares and the Cap Price is 32.0 times the face value of the Equity Shares. 
Bids can be made for a minimum of 40 Equity Shares and in multiples of 40 Equity Shares thereafter. 

*Applications Supported by Blocked Amount (ASBA) is a better way of applying to issues by simply blocking 
the fund in the bank account. For details, check section on ASBA below. 

Mandatory in public issues. No cheque will be accepted. 


UPl-Now available in ASBA for Retail Individual Bidders applying through Registered Brokers, DPs & RTAs. Retail Individual Bidders also have the 
options to submit the application directly to the ASBA Bank (SCSBs) or to use the facility of linked online trading, demat and bank account. 

UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE 


ASBAhas to be availed by all the investors. UPI may be availed only by Retail Individual Bidders. 

For details on the ASBA and UPI process, please referto the details given in ASBA Form and abridged prospectus and also please referto the section "Offer Procedure" beginning on page 307 of the Red Herring Prospectus. The process is also available on the 
website ofAIBI and Stock Exchanges in the General Information Document. 

ASBA Forms can be downloaded from the websites of BSE andNSEand can be obtained from the list of banks that is displayed on the website ofSEBI at www.sebi.gov.in. List of banks supporting UPI is also available on the website ofSEBIat www.sebi.gov.in. 
ICICI Bank Limited has been appointed as Sponsor Bank for the Offer, in accordance with the requirements of the SEBI Circular dated November 1,2018. For UPI related queries, investors can contact NPCI at the toll free number-18001201740 and Mail Id- 
ipo.upi@npci. org. in. For the list ofUPIApps and Banks live on IPO, please referto the link https://www. npci. org. in/upi-live-ipo. 


Risks to Investors: 

• The three Book Running Lead Managers associated with the Offer have handled 25 public issues in the past 3 years out of which 11 
closed below the issue price on listing date. 

• The Price/ Earnings ratio based on diluted EPS for Fiscal 2019 for the Issuer at the upper end of the Price Band is as high as 18.78. 

• The average cost of acquisition per Equity Share for our Promoter is ^ 1.25 per Equity Share. The Offer Price at the upper end of the 
Price Band is ^320. 



ASBA 


Simple, Safe, Smart way of Application 
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IPO Applicants shall ensure that the bank accounts are updated with their PAN 


BID/OFFER PROGRAMME 


BID/OFFER OPENS TODAY 


BID/OFFER CLOSES ON OCTOBER 3, 2019 


In case of any revision in the Price Band or in the case of force majeure, banking strike or similar circumstances, our Company may, for 
reasons to be recorded in writing, extend the Bid / Offer Period for at least three additional Working Days following such event, subject 
to the total Bid / Offer Period not exceeding ten Working Days. Any revision in the Price Band, and the revised Bid / Offer Period, if 
applicable, shall be widely disseminated by notification to the Stock Exchanges by issuing a press release and also by indicating the 
change on the websites of the BRLMs and at the terminals of the Syndicate Members, and by intimation to Self-Certified Syndicate 
Banks (“SCSBs”), the Sponsor Bank, and other Designated Intermediaries, as applicable. 

The Offer is being made in terms of Rule 19(2)(b) of the Securities Contracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957, as amended (“SCRR”), read 
with Regulation 31 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Issue of Capital and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2018, 
as amended (“SEBI ICDR Regulations”). The Offer is being made through the Book Building Process in terms of Regulation 6(1) of 
the SEBI ICDR Regulations, wherein not more than 50% of the Net Offer shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to 
Qualified Institutional Buyers (“QIBs”) (“QIB Portion”). 5% of the QIB Portion shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis 
to Mutual Funds only and the remainder of the QIB Portion shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to all QIB Bidders, 
including Mutual Funds, subject to valid Bids being received from them at or above the Offer Price. Further, not less than 15% of the Net 
Offer shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Non-lnstitutional Bidders and not less than 35% of the Net Offer shall 
be available for allocation to Retail Individual Bidders in accordance with the SEBI ICDR Regulations, subject to valid Bids being 
received from them at or above the Offer Price. Further, up to 160,000 Equity Shares shall be offered for allocation and Allotment on a 
proportionate basis to the Eligible Employees Bidding in the Employee Reservation Portion, subject to valid Bids being received from 
them at or above the Offer Price. All Bidders shall only participate in the Offer through the Application Supported by Blocked Amount 
(“ASBA”) process by providing details of their respective bank account (including UPI ID for RIBs using UPI Mechanism) (UPI ID, RIBs 
and UPI Mechanism are defined in the RHP) wherein the Bid Amounts will be blocked by the SCSBs or under the UPI Mechanism, as 
the case may be, to the extent of respective Bid Amounts. For details, see “Offer Procedure” on page 307 of the RHP. 
Bidders/Applicants should ensure that DP ID, PAN and the Client ID and UPI ID (if applicable, in case RIBs) are correctly filled 
in the ASBA Form. The DP ID, PAN and Client ID provided in the ASBA Form should match with the DP ID, PAN, Client ID 
available in the Depository database, otherwise, the ASBA Form is liable to be rejected. Bidders/Applicants should ensure 
that the beneficiary account provided in the ASBA Form is active. Bidders/Applicants should note that on the basis of the 
PAN, DP ID and Client ID as provided in the ASBA Form, the Bidder/Applicant may be deemed to have authorized the 
Depositories to provide to the Registrar to the Offer, any requested Demographic Details of the Bidder/Applicant as available 
on the records of the depositories. These Demographic Details may be used, among other things, for giving Allotment Advice 
or unblocking of ASBA Account or for other correspondence(s) related to the Offer. Bidders/Applicants are advised to update 
any changes to their Demographic Details as available in the records of the Depository Participant to ensure accuracy of 
records. Any delay resulting from failure to update the Demographic Details would be at the Bidders/Applicants’ sole risk. 
CONTENTS OF THE MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION OF OUR COMPANY AS REGARDS ITS OBJECTS: For information on 
the main objects of our Company, investors are requested to see “History and Certain Corporate Matters” on page 156 of the RHP and 
Clause 3 of the Memorandum of Association of our Company. The Memorandum of Association of our Company is a material 
document for inspection in relation to the Offer. For further details, see "Material Contracts and Documents for Inspection" on page 376 
of the RHP. 


LIABILITY OF THE MEMBERS OF OUR COMPANY: Limited by shares. 

AMOUNT OF SHARE CAPITAL OF OUR COMPANY AND CAPITAL STRUCTURE: As on the date of the RHP, the authorised share 
capital of our Company is ^ 2,500,000,000 divided into 250,000,000 Equity Shares of ^ 10 each. The issued, subscribed and paid-up 
share capital of our Company is ? 1,600,000,000 divided into 160,000,000 Equity Shares of 1 10 each. For details of the capital 
structure, see “Capital Structure” on page 67 of the RHP. 

NAMES OF THE SIGNATORIES TO THE MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION OF OUR COMPANY AND THE NUMBER OF 
EQUITY SHARES SUBSCRIBED BY THEM: The President of India and his nominees signed our Memorandum of Association, 
following which an initial allotment of one Equity Share was made to each of V. K. Aggarwal, Shanti Narian, P. V. Vasudevan, V. K. 
Agnihotri, D. P.Tripathi, M. Ananthand Swaroop K. Gupta (as nominees of the President of India). 

LISTING: The Offered Shares offered through the Red Herring Prospectus are proposed to be listed on BSE and NSE. Our Company 
has received in-principle approvals from BSE and NSE for listing of the Equity Shares pursuant to their letters dated September 6, 
2019 and September 5,2019, respectively. For the purposes of this Offer, BSE shall be the Designated Stock Exchange. Asigned copy 
of RHP has been and a copy of the Prospectus shall be delivered to the Registrar of Companies, N.C.T. of Delhi & Haryana (“RoC”) in 
accordance with Section 26(4) of the Companies Act, 2013. For details of the material contracts and documents that will be available 
for inspection from the date of Red Herring Prospectus upto the Offer Closing Date, please see “Material Contracts and Documents for 
Inspection” on page 376 of the RHP. 

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (“SEBI”): SEBI only gives its observations on the 
offer documents and this does not constitute approval of eitherthe Offer orthe specified securities orthe offer document. The investors 
are advised to refer to page 283 of the RHP for the full text of the Disclaimer Clause of SEBI. 

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF BSE (The Designated Stock Exchange): It is to be distinctly understood that the permission given by 
BSE Limited should not in any way be deemed or construed that the Red Herring Prospectus has been cleared or approved by BSE 
Limited nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the Red Herring Prospectus. The investors are 
advised to referto the page 287 of the Red Herring Prospectus forthefull text of the Disclaimerclause of the BSE Limited. 
DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF NSE: It is to be distinctly understood that the permission given by NSE should not in any way be deemed 
or construed that the Offer Document has been cleared or approved by NSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any 
of the contents of the Offer Document. The investors are advised to refer to page 287 of the RHP for the full text of the 'Disclaimer 
Clause of NSE'. 

GENERAL RISKS: Investments in equity and equity-related securities involve a degree of risk and investors should not invest any 
funds in this Offer unless they can afford to take the risk of losing their investment. Investors are advised to read the risk factors 
carefully before taking an investment decision in this Offer. For taking an investment decision, investors must rely on their own 
examination of our Company and the Offer, including the risks involved. The Equity Shares in this Offer have not been recommended 
or approved by the Securities and Exchange Board of India ("SEBI"), nor does SEBI guarantee the accuracy or adequacy of the 
contents of this Draft Red Herring Prospectus. Specific attention of the investors is invited to "Risk Factors" on page 24 of the RHP. 


BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS 


IDBI capital 


IDBI Capital Markets & Securities Limited 

6th Floor, IDBI Tower, WTC Complex, Cuffe Parade 

Mumbai 400 005 Maharashtra, India 

Tel: +91 22 2217 1700 

Email: ipo.irctc@idbicapital.com 

Investor grievance E-mail: redressal@idbicapital.com 

Website: www.idbicapital.com 

Contact Person: Sumit Singh/ Apurva Bholay 

SEBI Registration No.: INM000010866 


■mn I 

Ur-M r 


SBI Capital Markets Limited 

202, Maker Tower “E”, Cuffe Parade 
Mumbai 400 005 Maharashtra, India 
Tel: +91 22 2217 8300 
E-mail: ipo.irctc@sbicaps.com 

Investor grievance E-mail: investor.relations@sbicaps.com 
Website: www.sbicaps.com 
Contact Person: Aditya Deshpande 
SEBI Registration No.: INM000003531 


YES//SECURITIES 


YES Securities (India) Limited 

IFC, Tower 1 & 2, Unit No. 602 A, 6th Floor 
Senapati Bapat Marg, Elphinstone (West) 

Mumbai 400 013 Maharashtra, India 
Tel: +91 22 3012 6776; E-mail: irctc.ipo@ysil.in 
Investor Grievance E-mail: igc@ysil.in 
Website: www.yesinvest.in 

Contact Person: Nikhil Bhiwapurkar/ Pratik Pednekar 

SEBI Registration No.: INM000012227 


REGISTRAR TO THE OFFER 

CdfeHJut 

Health & Wealth, We Manage Both 

Alankit Assignments Limited 

205 - 208, Anarkali Complex, Jhandewalan Extension 

New Delhi 110 055, Delhi, India 

Tel: 011 42541954/933/ 022 4348 1293 

E-mail: kamalarora@alankit.com/ abhijitd@alankit.com 

Investor grievance E-mail: irctcigr@alankit.com 

Website: www.alankit.com 

Contact Person: Kamal Arora/ Abhijit Deb/ Virender Sharma 

SEBI Registration No.: INR000002532 


COMPANY SECRETARY AND COMPLIANCE OFFICER 
Mrs. Suman Kalra, Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited 

11th Floor, B- 148, Statesman House, Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110 001, Delhi, India. Telephone: +91 11 2331 1263/64; E-mail: ipo@irctc.com; Website: www.irctc.com 


Investors can contact the Company Secretary and Compliance Officer and/or the Registrar to the Offer, in case of any pre-Offer or post-Offer related problems, such as non-receipt of letters of Allotment, non-credit of Allotted Equity Shares in the respective 
beneficiary account, non-receipt of refund orders or non-receipt of funds by electronic mode. 


AVAILABILITY OF RHP: Investors are advised to refer to the RHP and the “ Risk Factors" beginning on page 24 of the RHP before applying in the Issue. A copy of the RHP is available on the website of the SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in, the websites of the BRLMs at 
www.idbicapital.com,www.sbicaps.com and www.yesinvest.in and the Stock Exchanges atwww.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com. 

AVAILABILITY OF ASBA FORM: ASBA Form can be obtained from the Registered Office of Company, Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited, Tel: +91 11 2331 1263/64; BRLMs: IDBI Capital Markets & Securities Limited, Tel: +91 22 22171700; 
SBI Capital Markets Limited, Tel: +9122 2217 8300 and YES Securities (India) Limited, Tel: +91 22 3012 6776; Syndicate Member: SBICAP Securities Limited, Tel: +91 22 4227 3300 and at selected locations of Sub-Syndicate Members (as given below), Registered 
Brokers, Designated RTA Locations and Designated CDP Locations for participating in the Offer. ASBA Forms will also be available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges and at all the Designated Branches of SCSBs, the list of which is available on the websites of the 
Stock Exchanges and SEBI. 

SUB-SYNDICATE MEMBERS: Almondz Global Securities Limited; Anand Rathi Share and Stock Brokers Limited; Ashika Stock Broking Ltd.; Axis Capital Limited; Centrum Broking Limited; Dalai & Broacha Stock Broking Pvt. Ltd.; Edelweiss Securities Limited; Eureka 
Stock & Share Broking Services Ltd.; HDFC Securities Limited; ICICI Securities Ltd.; IDBI Capital Markets & Securities Limited; IIFL Securities Limited; Inventure Growth & Securities Ltd.; JM Financial Services Ltd.; Karvy Stock Broking Limited; KJMC Capital Market 
Services Limited; Kotak Securities Limited; LKP Securities Limited; Motilal Oswal Financial Services Limited; Prabhudas Lilladher Pvt Limited; Pravin Ratilal Share And Stock Brokers Ltd.; RR Equity Brokers Private Limited; SBICAP Securities Limited; Sharekhan Limited; 
SMC Global Securities Ltd.; Systematix Shares & Stocks (I) Ltd.; Yes Securities (India) Limited; Zerodha Broking Limited. 

BANKERS TO THE OFFER: HDFC Bank Limited and ICICI Bank Limited 

REFUND BANK / PUBLIC OFFER ACCOUNT BANK/SPONSOR BANK: ICICI Bank Limited 

UPI: Retail Individual Bidders can also bid through UPI mechanism. 

All capitalised terms used herein and not specifically defined shall have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the RHP. 

For Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited 

On behalf of the Board of Directors 

Place: New Delhi Sd/- 

Date: September 28, 2019 Company Secretary & Compliance Officer 

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Limited is proposing, subject to applicable statutory and regulatory requirements, receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to make an initial public offer of its Equity Shares and has 
filed the red herring prospectus (“RHP”) with Registrarof Companies, N.C.T. of Delhi & Haryana. The RHP is available on the websites of the SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in, websites of the Stock Exchanges atwww.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, and on the websites of 
the BRLMs i.e., www.idbicapital.com,www.sbicaps.com and www.yesinvest.in. Investors should note that investment in Equity Shares involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to the same, see “Risk Factors" on page 24 of the RHP. Potential investors should 
not rely on the draft red herring prospectus filed with SEBI for making any investment decision. 

The Equity Shares have not been and will not be registered underthe U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”) or any other applicable law of the United States and, unless so registered, may not be offered or sold within the United States, except 
pursuant to an exemption from, or in a transaction not subject to, the registration requirements of the Securities Act and applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the Equity Shares are only being offered and sold outside the United States in offshore transactions in 
reliance on Regulation S underthe Securities Act and pursuant to the applicable laws of the jurisdictions where those offers and sales are made. There will be no public offering of the Equity Shares in the United States. concept 
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Pope decries world's 
indifference to migrants 

VATICAN CITY 

Pope Francis on Sunday 
decried "the culture of 
comfort" that leads to 
indifference in the face of a 
global migration and refugee 
crisis. The Pope, who has 
made caring for migrants a 
hallmark of his papacy, spoke 
during a Mass for the World 
Day for Migrants and 
Refugees. "We cannot remain 
insensitive, our hearts 
deadened, before the misery 
of so many innocent people. 
We must not fail to weep. We 
must not fail to respond," the 
Pope said, ap 

Massive rally in Moscow 
for political prisoners 

MOSCOW 

Thousands gathered in 
Moscow on Sunday 
demanding the release of 
opposition protesters 
prosecuted in recent months. 
Protesters chanted "let them 
go" and brandished placards 
demanding a halt to 
"repressions" of opposition 
protesters. "We have to keep 
demanding to respect our 
rights," said opposition leader 
Lyubov Sobol, afp 


Hong Kong protests intensify 
ahead of China’s National Day 

‘We won’t look the other way when people are beaten’, warns U.K. Foreign Minister 



Escalating violence: Police using tear gas to dispel protesters in Hong Kong on Sunday, -ap 


Saudi King’s bodyguard 
lulled by friend over ‘dispute’ 

Gunman was shot dead after he refused to surrender 



A file photo of Saudi Arabia's King Salman followed by his 
bodyguard Maj. Gen. Abdelaziz al-Fagham in Riyadh, -ap 


REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong police fired water 
cannon, rubber bullets and 
round after round of tear gas 
at petrol-bomb and brick¬ 
throwing protesters on Sun¬ 
day in some of the most wi¬ 
despread violence in more 
than three months of anti¬ 
government unrest. 

Pitched battles in the Cau¬ 
seway Bay shopping district, 
Wan Chai bar area and the 
Admiralty district of central 
government offices followed 
a night of showdowns with 
police in the Chinese-ruled 
city after a peaceful pro-de¬ 
mocracy rally turned ugly on 
the streets outside. 

More protests are planned 
in the run-up to October 1, 
China’s National Day, mark¬ 
ing the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of the People’s 
Republic. 

Police also fired tear gas 
from the roof of the Legisla¬ 
tive Council building, which 
activists trashed and daubed 
with graffiti weeks ago. 

Protesters took cover 


from the tear gas behind um¬ 
brellas and held their 
ground on Sunday, some 
throwing tear gas canisters 
back at police as a helicopter 
flew overhead. 

They built barricades with 
trolleys and trash cans and 
other debris. 

One threw a petrol bomb 
at police in the Wan Chai me¬ 
tro station. At least one pe¬ 
trol bomb landed in the 
grounds of central govern¬ 
ment offices, where several 


windows were smashed. 

Protesters shouted anti- 
China slogans and called for 
their “five demands, not one 
less” of the government, in¬ 
cluding universal suffrage 
and the dropping of all 
charges against their arrest¬ 
ed colleagues. 

Lam to leave for Beijing 

The city’s leader, Carrie 
Lam, the focus of anti-go¬ 
vernment unrest, will leave 
for Beijing on Monday to ce¬ 


lebrate the National Day. 

Meanwhile, Britain has 
said it will not ignore the 
treatment of protesters in 
Hong Kong when they are 
beaten indiscriminately. Fo¬ 
reign Minister Dominic Raab 
said on Sunday. 

“We wont look the other 
way, when the people of 
Hong Kong are beaten indis¬ 
criminately on commuter 
trains for exercising the right 
to peaceful protest,” Mr. 
Raab said. 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
RIYADH 

A prominent bodyguard of 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
has been shot and killed at a 
friend’s house in what has 
been described as a perso¬ 
nal dispute, according to 
State media. 

Major General Abdelaziz 
al-Fagham’s death triggered 
an outpouring of emotion 
on Twitter, with some con¬ 
demning the killing of the 
Saudi ruler’s “guardian 
angel”. 

Maj. Gen. Fagham, who 
was frequently seen by the 
King’s side, died on Saturday 
evening in the western city 
of Jeddah, police in Mecca 
said in a statement carried 
by the official Saudi Press 
Agency. 

A spokesman said that the 
gunman was shot dead by 
security forces, but that five 
officers were wounded in 
the melee that has shocked 
the kingdom, where gun vio¬ 
lence is rare. 

Police said the trouble 
broke out when Maj. Gen. 
Fagham was visiting a friend 


who was receiving guests at 
his home in Jeddah, the port 
city in western Saudi Arabia. 

An acquaintance, Mam- 
douh al-Ali, entered the resi¬ 
dence and an argument en¬ 
sued. “The conversation 
between Fagham and Ali es¬ 
calated... Ali left the home, 
came back carrying a gun 
and fired at Fagham, injur¬ 
ing two others in the house¬ 
hold, a Filipino worker and 
the brother of the house’s 
owner,” it said. 

Ali “refused to surrender” 
and barricaded himself in 
the house, exchanging shots 
with security forces before 
he was killed, it said. 


The incident was trig¬ 
gered by a “personal dis¬ 
pute”, Al-Ekhbariya state te¬ 
levision reported without 
giving further details. 

It added that Maj. Gen. 
died in hospital from his in¬ 
juries and that an investiga¬ 
tion into the shooting had 
been launched. 

The bodyguard, with his 
tall, slender bearing, was 
well known among Saudis 
and often pictured attending 
to the King. 

He also guarded the late 
King Abdullah, taking after 
his father who served under 
the former ruler for three 
decades. 


36 killed, 36 injured 
in China road crash 


Lanka’s ex-Army chief to run for President 

NPM’s Senanayake pledges legal reform and a ‘new political’ culture for the country 


British PM vows to stay 
put, keep Brexit deadline 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BEIJING 

At least 36 people died and 
36 others were injured in 
east China when a packed 
coach with a flat tyre collid¬ 
ed with a truck, authorities 
said on Sunday. 

The bus was carrying 69 
people - its maximum ca¬ 
pacity - when it crossed in¬ 
to oncoming traffic and hit 
the freight truck on an ex¬ 
pressway in eastern Jiangsu 
province on Saturday morn¬ 
ing, the Yixing public secur¬ 
ity bureau said. 

A preliminary investiga¬ 
tion determined that the ac¬ 
cident was caused by a flat 


tyre on the left front wheel 
of the bus, the bureau said 
in a statement. 

Nine people were se¬ 
riously injured, 26 were 
slightly hurt and one was 
discharged from hospital. 

The Changchun-Shenz- 
hen expressway reopened 
after eight hours of rescue 
work. 

Deadly road accidents are 
common in China, where 
traffic regulations are often 
flouted or go unenforced. 

According to authorities, 
58,000 people were killed 
in accidents across the 
country in 2015 alone, the 
last available figures. 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

Former Army commander of 
Sri Lanka Mahesh Sena¬ 
nayake on Sunday an¬ 
nounced that he would con¬ 
test the November 16 
presidential election, pledg¬ 
ing legal reform and a “new 
political” culture for the 
country. 

General Senanayake is be¬ 
ing fielded by the National 
People’s Movement (NPM), a 
collective of island-wide civil 
society organisations that 
converged in late 2018, with 
the aim of offering a political 
alternative. 

“The present power strug- 



Mahesh Senanayake 


gle and rivalry action among 
main political parties may 
eventually pave the way for 
the evolution of a brutal dic¬ 
tatorship, in the absence of a 


feasible alternative to the pe¬ 
ople of this country,” states 
the NPM’s preamble, adding 
that the country could be 
saved only through “a struc¬ 
tured and an organised peo¬ 
ple’s movement”. 

In the presidential race. 
General Senanayake will face 
another military officer, Go- 
tabaya Rajapaksa, the war¬ 
time Defence Secretary con¬ 
testing on a ticket from the 
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu- 
na (SLPP), Deputy Leader 
and Minister Sajith Premada- 
sa of the ruling United Na¬ 
tional Party (UNP), and 
Leader of the leftist Janatha 
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), 


Anura Dissanayake. 

Mr. Senanayake is the se¬ 
cond Army commander to 
throw his hat in a presiden¬ 
tial race, after Sarath Fonse- 
ka in 2010 against former 
President Mahinda Rajapak¬ 
sa. General Fonseka lost to 
Mr. Rajapaksa. 

Addressing an NPM event 
on Sunday, General Sena¬ 
nayake - who served the mil¬ 
itary for nearly four decades 
- underscored the need to 
maintain peace and harmo¬ 
ny in the interest of national 
security, and vowed to elimi¬ 
nate political interference in 
legal action against those 
violating the law. 


Vote over, Afghanistan faces possible political chaos 


If there is no clear winner in final tally, 
a second round of polling will be held 



The countdown begins: Election workers counting ballots at a 
polling station in Kabul on Saturday. ■ ap 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

KABUL 

Presidential elections are ov¬ 
er, and Afghanistan now fac¬ 
es a period of uncertainty 
and possible political chaos. 
Saturday’s vote was marred 
by violence, Taliban threats 
and widespread allegations 
of mismanagement and 
abuse. It was the fourth time 
Afghans have gone to the 
polls to elect a President 
since 2001 when the U.S.-led 
coalition ousted a regressive 
Taliban regime. 

The latest election seems 


unlikely to bring the peace 
sought by Afghans, tired of 
an increasingly brutal war, 
or an easy exit for the U.S., 
seeking to end its longest 
military engagement. 

The preliminary vote 
count won’t be known be¬ 
fore October 17 and the final 
tally on November 7. If there 
is no clear winner, a second 
round of voting will be held. 

Initial estimates and ob¬ 
servations at polling stations 
suggest a light turnout 
among 9.6 million eligible 
voters. 


Afghanistan’s National Se¬ 
curity Adviser Hamdullah 
Mohib said that those who 


turned up at polling stations 
“risked their lives to show 
that they want to be in con¬ 


trol of their own future.” 

For Afghans, Saturday’s 
vote mirrored the deeply 
flawed 2014 presidential 
polls. 

Then and now 

Then, like now, the leading 
rivals for president were Ash- 
raf Ghani and Abdullah Ab¬ 
dullah; then, like now, allega¬ 
tions of widespread fraud 
and a deeply flawed and 
sloppy election process swir¬ 
led over the voting; then, like 
now, violent attacks marred 
voting, even forcing the clo¬ 
sure of some polls. This time 
roughly 468 polling centers 
were not opened because it 
wasn’t possible to secure 


them against Taliban attacks. 

The next step in the pro¬ 
cess is to bring the votes 
from across the country to 
the Independent Election 
Commission compound in 
the capital Kabul, where 
they will be counted again. 
The initial counting and re¬ 
cording was done at the site 
of the polling and then the 
ballots were transferred to 
district centers and finally to 
the capital. 

In a country at war, Af¬ 
ghanistan’s security agencies 
say the exercise is a difficult 
and in some areas painfully 
slow process. Mr. Abdullah 
said his biggest worry was 
ballot box stuffing. 


He takes ‘do or die’ message to party 


REUT ERS 

MANCHESTER 

Boris Johnson vowed on 
Sunday he would not quit as 
Britain’s Prime Minister 
even if he fails to secure a 
deal to leave the European 
Union, saying only his Con¬ 
servative government can 
deliver Brexit on October 31. 

At the beginning of his 
party’s annual conference 
in the northern city of Man¬ 
chester, Mr. Johnson wants 
to rally his party with the 
“do or die” message that he 
will deliver Brexit by the end 
of October, with or without 
a deal. 

But there are hurdles to 
clear, not least of which is 
what Mr. Johnson calls “the 
surrender act” - the law 
Parliament passed to force 
the Prime Minister to re¬ 
quest a Brexit delay if he has 
not secured a deal with 
Brussels by an October 17-18 
EU summit. 

Mr. Johnson again de¬ 
clined to explain how he 
plans to circumvent that law 
and deliver on his Brexit 
promise. 

“People can feel that this 
country is approaching an 
important moment of 
choice and we have to get on 
and we have to deliver Brex¬ 
it on October the 31st... I’m 
going to get on and do it,” he 
told BBC television. 

Asked if he would resign 
to avoid having to ask for a 
delay, Mr. Johnson said: 
“No, I have undertaken to 



Boris Johnson 


lead the party and my coun¬ 
try at a difficult time and I 
am going to continue to do 
that. I believe it is my 
responsibility.” 

Opposition lawmakers 
have been highly critical of 
Mr. Johnson’s reference to 
“the surrender Bill”, saying 
his language is stirring even 
more division in a country 
that has remained split since 
the 2016 referendum on EU 
membership. 

Election fever 

More than three years after 
Britain voted to leave the 
EU, both the governing Con¬ 
servative Party and others 
are getting ready for an ear¬ 
ly election, widely expected 
to be held before the end of 
the year to break the Brexit 
deadlock. 

Polling firm Opinium said 
the main opposition Labour 
Party gained 2 percentage 
points after its conference in 
Brighton last week, but the 
Conservatives still held a 12- 
point lead. 
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■ ACROSS 


13 Vessel's small crew starting to 
smoke a joint (9) 

15 Western prophet, about 16 (5) 

16 Reduction in estimated rainfall 
(5) 

18 She got men to dance to a 
signature tune (5,4) 

22 Royal, like Rajasthan! (7) 

23 Novel shipped again as told (6) 

26 Famous people and good 
intellectuals about town 
primarily (10) 

27 Hitch during a major operation 
(4) 

28 Nice article about skilled 
worker (11) 


1 Fire hose and reels redesigned 

(ID 

8 Arabian prince featured in the 
Mirror (4) 


■ DOWN 

1 With force break a wall (7) 


4 Hard to keep away from 

national flag (4) 

5 Steal extremely essential coin 

(6) 

6 For sure empty - US's bold 

moves (9) 

7 Property of English territory 

(6) 

12 Trivial match (5) 

14 Appear to hold complete 
awareness - basically not 
seen in a philosopher (9) 

17 Upset with headless/mindless 
talk (6) 

19 Swallow one's drink (7) 

20 Eventually, reduction in 
energy and power with this 
type of bowling (7) 

21 Cheat escapes we hear (6) 


9 Sauce with minor twists in a 

key preparation (4,6) 

10 Pavilion's look and smell (6) 

11 Safe sitting on the fence (7) 



2 Almost lose form (5) 24 Dog otherwise seen in 

animated imagery (5) 

3 Problems first day of the week 

- boring calls (7) 25 Catch up and leave (4) 
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Solution to puzzle 12742 Solution to yesterday's Sudoku 
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FAITH 

Lord Srinivasa’s penance 

When discourses are given about divine weddings, it is the 
name of the Goddess that serves as a prefix to the title of the 
discourse. For example, we talk of the wedding of Rukmini. 
But we do not refer to the wedding as Krishna’s wedding. 
But there is one exception to this rule, and that is Lord Srini¬ 
vasa of Tirumala. We do not say it is Padmavathi’s marriage, 
but we say it is the marriage of Srinivasa. That is because Sri¬ 
nivasa did penance to wed Padmavathi, said V.S. Karunaka- 
rachariar, in a discourse. 

There was a sage called Kusadhwaja, who spent all his 
time in reciting the Vedas. He had one ardent desire. He 
wanted to bring up a daughter and give her in marriage to 
Lord Narayana. Such was the greatness of this rishi, that the 
Vedas themselves decided to become embodied as his 
daughter. A little girl child emerged out of his mouth, and he 
named her Vedavathi, and brought her up. Such was her 
beauty, that the celestials asked her father for her hand in 
marriage. But he turned down all these proposals. One day 
an asura asked the rishi to get Vedavathi married to him. The 
rishi refused and was killed by the asura. The sage’s wife 
died too. But Vedavathi was still firm in her resolve to wed 
the Lord. She did penance to attain Him. Ravana, who was 
passing by, was taken in by her beauty and approached her 
expressing his desire. But she refused to be swayed by his 
pleas. He then decided to take her away, and pulled her by 
her hair. Such was the power of her penance, that her hair 
cut his hand like a sword, and caused it to bleed. Vedavathi 
escaped from his clutches and immolated herself. It was this 
Vedavathi who was later born as Padmavathi, and Lord Sri¬ 
nivasa performed tapas to wed Her. Thus, her father’s desire 
to get her married to Vishnu was fulfilled in Kali Yuga. 



A ND-NDE 
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AARA TI KRISHNAN 

Q. I am a 48-year-old married person, 
employed in a private school as a teacher. I 
earn ?22,000 per month, including 
provident fund contributions. 

My child is in the eleventh standard and is 
pursuing NT tuitions costing ?13,000 a 
month. 

I want to save some amount for his future, 
most probably after 12th, when he gets into 
a college. I don't want him to compromise on 
his career because of financial problems. I 
have provident fund savings (of about ?3 
lakh) which I want to save for my retirement. 
My husband takes care of household 
expenses and car EMIs (H0.000 per month). 
His monthly earning is ^25,000. 

I have two unmarried daughters of 24 years 
of age who are about to start their careers 
very soon. 

We have a shop worth ?10 lakh which we 
have given for rent. 

Please suggest us some ways to make our 
lives easy and sustainable. I thought of 
paying my son's coaching fee for one year 
with my PF amount. Where can I invest my 
salary of ?2,20,000 for better savings after 
one year? 

SEEMA KOHLI 

A. While we understand your anxiety about 
providing your son with a good education 
despite financial constraints, the tuition fee 
of U3,000 per month that you're shelling 
out towards NT coaching appears quite high. 

With such a high outgo towards coaching 
for two years, you will have very little room 
for any additional savings towards his college 
education. 

If your son gets into a good institution like 
the NTs, you should ideally encourage him to 
take an education loan to fund his college 
degree so that you don’t have to dip into your 
provident fund, which is meant for your 
retirement. 

The loan can be repaid out of his income 
once he gets placed. Do note that the 
decision to take the loan will depend on the 
quality and placement prospects of the 
institution he gets into. It may not be worth 
taking a loan for admission into second-rung 
engineering colleges where placement 
prospects are not certain. 

Your current provident fund balance of f 3 
lakh is extremely low and will not allow you 
to retire at 60, as you will not be able to earn 
sufficient regular income from investing it. To 
retire comfortably, you need to have at least 
25 times your annual expenses (at the time of 
retirement) in your retirement fund. 

Your living expenses will also rise a lot due 
to inflation between now and the time you 
turn 60. 

To illustrate, if you currently spend 
^30,000 a month as a family, at a 6% 
inflation rate, you'll need ?60,000 a month 
to maintain the same standard of living 12 
years later. Based on this, the amount of 
money you'd need in your retirement fund 
would be ?1.8 crore. 

Given the very small sum you currently 
have, it would be quite inadvisable to dip into 
it for any purpose. With your financial 
constraints, it would have been best to avoid 
borrowings to acquire depreciating assets 
such as cars. In future, strictly avoid EMIs. 

You and your husband should be saving at 
least 30% of your salaries towards future 
goals such as retirement and investing the 
rent received. 

We would advise you to open a PPF 
account and maximise your investments in it. 
You can also start ?5,000 SIPs in a NiftylOO 
index fund to earn an inflation-beating return 
on your retirement savings. 

To ensure your son’s financial future is not 
disrupted in in any way, it would be good for 
you and your husband to take a plain term 
insurance cover. You also need health 
insurance so that your finances are not 
suddenly impacted by ill health. Perhaps your 
daughters can cover you both in a floating 
rate insurance once they commence their 
careers. 


Readers can send in queries on personal finance 
and investing to moneywise@thehindu.co.in. Our 
experts who write on personal finance will answer 
these queries. Moneywise will not give specific 
recommendations for investment in a particular 
mutual fund scheme, share or fixed deposit. 
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Know what you pick! 




Investing in FDs, RDs is a 
time-tested practice. 
However, one needs to 
understand the finer 
contours of making such 
investments 


NAVE EN KUKREJA 

Despite the rising popularity of 
mutual funds, fixed deposits 
(FDs) and recurring deposits 
(RDs) remain the most trusted 
investment instruments, espe¬ 
cially among low-risk investors 
who are content with moder¬ 
ate, but assured returns. 

FDs and RDs guarantee prin¬ 
cipal repayment as well as in¬ 
terest income at booked inter¬ 
est rate, irrespective of any 
changes in the card rate during 
their tenure. 

Despite their popularity, ma¬ 
ny investors are still unaware of 
some of the most crucial facets 
of FDs and RDs. Here are some 
facts that every RD and FD in¬ 
vestor needs to know: 

Covered under insurance 

Deposit Insurance and Credit 
Guarantee Corporation 

(DICGC), a subsidiary of RBI, 
offers deposit insurance cover 
to the banks included in the Se¬ 
cond Schedule of the RBI Act. 


As per the depositor insu¬ 
rance programme, each depos¬ 
itor is insured up to lakh in 
case of bank failure. The pro¬ 
gramme covers both interest 
and principal component of 
FDs and RDs along with depo¬ 
sits held in savings and current 
accounts. Moreover, the tl lakh 
cover applies separately to de¬ 
posits held in each bank. 

Hence, risk-averse investors 
can benefit from high-yielding 
fixed and recurring deposits by 
distributing their FD and RD in¬ 
vestments of up to lakh 
across multiple banks. 

FD, RD income taxable 

Banks deduct TDS at 10% when 
the interest income from FDs or 
RDs exceed ^40,000 (^50,000 
in case of senior citizens) in a fi¬ 
nancial year. 

In case you do not provide 
your PAN details to the bank, 
they deduct TDS at 20%. 

However, your tax liabilities 
don’t end with TDS. FD and RD 


Fine print 

• Low-risk investors prefer 
FDs, RDs to MFs 

• Suitable for those content 
with moderate but assured 
return 

• Factor in short-term 
financial goals, liquidity while 
choosing FDs, RDs 


interest income is taxable as 
per the tax slab of the deposi¬ 
tor, except for tax deduction of 
up to ^50,000 available to se¬ 
nior citizens under Section 
80TTB. 

The difference between the 
actual tax liability and TDS 
amount deducted is adjusted at 
the time of filing tax returns. 

Always factor in your tax slab 
while calculating post-tax re¬ 
turn from FDs or RDs. 

This will help you to make 
the correct comparison bet¬ 
ween the returns from FDs/RDs 


and alternative investment in¬ 
struments such as debt and hy¬ 
brid mutual funds. 

Premature withdrawals 

Most people open FDs or RDs 
based on the highest card rate 
without considering their 
short-term financial goals and 
liquidity requirements. 

Unforeseen emergencies or 
overlooked financial goals can 
propel them to withdraw their 
FDs or RDs prematurely. This 
may lead them to incur prema¬ 
ture withdrawal penalty, usual¬ 
ly about 1%, on closing the FD 
or RD account. 

The penal rate is subtracted 
from effective rate of interest, 
which is usually the lower of 
original card rate or the card 
FD or RD rate for the period the 
FD or RD has been in effect. 

Hence, factor in short-term 
financial goals and liquidity 
while choosing your FD or RD 
tenure to avoid unnecessary 
premature withdrawals and 


loss of interest income. 

May not save tax 

Many open FDs or RDs in the 
name of their spouse or chil¬ 
dren having lower or nil in¬ 
come in the hope of saving tax. 
However, doing so may not save 
you tax as the interest earned 
from FDs or RDs opened in the 
name of your non-working 
spouse or minor child will be 
added to your income and 
taxed as per your tax slab. 

But, if parents club their mi¬ 
nor child’s income, they will be 
allowed tax exemption of 
H,500 per annum per minor 
child. Interest income from FDs 
or RDs opened in the name of 
your parent or major child will 
not be clubbed with your 
income. 

Interest not tax-free 

Tax-saving bank FDs of up to 
^1.5 lakh per financial year 
qualify for tax deductions un¬ 
der Section 80C. 


However, these tax-saving 
FDs come with a lock-in period 
of five years. Interest earned 
will also be taxed according to 
your tax slab, which can reduce 
your post-tax returns. 

Instead, invest in Equity 
Linked Saving Schemes (ELSS) 
to save tax and simultaneously 
generate higher returns for in¬ 
vestment horizons of five years 
and more. 

ELSS have the lowest lock-in 
period of just three years 
among all Section 80C options 
and usually outperform FD re¬ 
turns by a wide margin over the 
long term. ELSS is also more 
tax-efficient as their gains 
booked beyond H lakh per year 
attract LTCG (long term capital 
gains) tax at 10%, irrespective 
of your tax slab. However, gains 
booked from ELSS and other 
equity investments less than H 
lakh in a financial year will re¬ 
main tax free. 

(The author is CEO and co¬ 
founder, Paisabazaar.com) 


COVER NOTE: MOTOR INSURANCE 


BLACKBOARD: CONSOLIDATED A/C STATEMENT 


Take the wheel, under cover 

Every motorised vehicle must be insured against third party liability 



Green signal: All general insurance companies offer motor 
policies for all classes of vehicles, -getty images/istock 


KNITYA KALYANI 

Motor insurance has been in 
the news all month and it’s 
time for anyone who owns a 
vehicle to know all about it. 

Under the provisions of 
The Motor Vehicles Act, 
1988, any motorised vehicle 
operated on public roads 
should be insured against 
third party liability. 

What is third party liabili¬ 
ty? The vehicle owner is the 
first party, the insurance 
company they buy the policy 
from is the second party, 
and anybody who faces a 
loss due to the actions of the 
former while operating the 
vehicle is the third party. 

When a vehicle causes 
death, bodily injury or pro¬ 
perty damage or loss to so¬ 
meone, they can seek legal 
compensation and it is the 
liability of the former who 
has to pay it. 

Under the law, this liabili¬ 
ty is unlimited in the case of 
death of injury, and hence, it 
is mandatory you purchase a 
Motor Third Party Liability 
Policy (TP Policy). 

This legislation was creat¬ 
ed in the 1930s with a view 
that victims of motor acci¬ 
dents should not go without 
compensation owing to the 
financial capacity of the first 
party. 

All general insurance 
companies offer motor poli¬ 
cies for all classes of vehi¬ 
cles. Let us see the policy for 


private cars to understand 
the scope of the cover. 

The Private Car policy has 
two parts. The first is the Mo¬ 
tor Third Party Liability Poli¬ 
cy (also called Act Only poli¬ 
cy), which covers you for 
what is discussed above and 
includes personal accident 
cover for the owner/ driver. 

Comprehensive Policy 

The second is called Com¬ 
prehensive Policy and is a 
package of the TP cover and 
insurance for Own Damage, 
that is damage to your vehi¬ 
cle. The latter also covers 
theft of your vehicle and oth¬ 
er risks. The TP liability poli¬ 
cy covers you for an unlimit¬ 
ed amount in respect of 


death or injury. In the case of 
damage to third party pro¬ 
perty the cover is up to ?7.5 
lakh, (for a scooter or motor¬ 
cycle, it is H lakh.) 

The TP liability premium 
is fixed by the Insurance Reg¬ 
ulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI). 

In the case of a private car, 
if your car does not exceed 
1,000 cc, your standard TP 
liability premium will be 
12,072, 0,221 for cars above 
1,000 cc but not exceeding 
1,500 cc and 0,890 for cars 
above 1,500 cc. GST will 
apply. 

Carry your documents 

The amended Motor Vehi¬ 
cles Act, 1988 that came into 


force from September 1, 
2019 has specified much 
higher fines for violations. 

Apart from wearing your 
seat belt or helmet and fol¬ 
lowing traffic rules, what you 
have to do is carry your driv¬ 
ing licence, registration cer¬ 
tificate (RC) of the vehicle, 
vehicle insurance policy and 
pollution under control 
(PUC) certificate. 

All these can be carried in 
digital form in the Digilocker 
app. Once you create an ac¬ 
count and link your Aadhaar 
number, you can pull in your 
driving licence, RC and insu¬ 
rance policy (but not the 
PUC yet). However, if you 
can’t pull in the insurance 
policy, check back with your 
insurer as there may be a dis¬ 
crepancy between your 
name as spelt in your Aad¬ 
haar and in the insurance 
policy. They will help you 
with it. 

If you are driving a car not 
registered in your name, opt 
for the mParivahan app 
where you can search and 
save the RC of the vehicle 
you are driving. 

You will need the registra¬ 
tion number and chassis 
number of the vehicle to do 
this. 

mParivahan does not help 
you with the insurance poli¬ 
cy, though. 

(The writer is a business 
journalist specialising in in¬ 
surance & corporate history ) 


Getting a snapshot of 
all ongoing investments 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

What is a consolidated account 
statement? 

■ Consolidated account statement 
or CAS is a single combined state¬ 
ment that shows all the mutual 
fund investments done by an inves¬ 
tor in a month. 

An investor may be investing in 
different mutual fund schemes 
across various asset management 
companies (AMCs) and a CAS 
would show the investor all his in¬ 
vestments in one single statement. 
CAS is an important document for 
an investor as it provides a snap¬ 
shot of all ongoing investments and 
has the details regarding the total 
number of units and the systematic 
investment plans (SIPs), among 
other things. 

Why is a CAS needed? 

■ Investors are increasingly using 
the direct route for investing in mu¬ 
tual funds. Direct route means that 
investors are investing directly 
through the fund houses and not 
through a distributor. Typically, in¬ 
vestors invest through 4-5 schemes 
across different fund houses. While 
each fund house sends a statement 
to the investor, it would include de¬ 
tails of investments made only 
through that particular AMC. 

Managing such statements from 
different AMCs could be a cumber¬ 
some task and hence CAS helps the 
investor in seeing all the investment 
details in one place. A CAS helps an 
investor to monitor the investments 
in a much more efficient manner 


A CAS would 
W include all the folio 
details of an 
investor on the 
basis of the PAN 

and also aids in better financial 
planning. 

Does CAS include all MF 
investments? 

■ A CAS would include all the folio 
details of an investor on the basis of 
his or her Permanent Account 
Number or PAN. When an investor 
starts an SIP or makes any kind of 
investment in a mutual fund, the 
PAN details have to be submitted. 
Based on PAN, a CAS is able to in¬ 
clude details of all the investments. 

Incidentally, this makes it very 
important for investors to ensure 
the correct PAN is mentioned at the 
time of making a fresh investment 
in mutual funds. 


■ Investors can get CAS through 
entities like CAMS or Karvy that 
provide such services. The process 
is completely online and the inves¬ 
tor has to only register on the site 
by providing basic details such as 
PAN and email details. 

Thereafter, one can get a soft co¬ 
py of the CAS. There is also the op¬ 
tion of viewing a summary state¬ 
ment or a detailed one as well. 
Typically, the statement that is 
emailed is password protected for 
added security. An investor can al¬ 
so ask for a hard copy of the CAS, if 
needed. 


How can one get CAS? 


LOOSE CHANGE 


RAVIKANTH 


^ CO'OP^ANK 



"Don't make any noise! Quietly open the locks 
and take me to where you keep all the 
withdrawal slips..." 



Life insurance term plan premium 

Male: 30 Years, Sum Insured- Rs.l crore, Cover upto- 70 Years 


Insurance company 

Plan name 

Maximum 

cover 

Annual premium (Rs.) 
(Male) (Female) 

ICICI Prudential Life 

iProtect Smart 

99 Years 

12,502 

11,028 

HDFC Life 

Clicl<2Protect 3D Plus 

99 Years 

12,478 

11,004 

Max Life 

Online Term Plus 

85 Years 

10,148 

7,670 

Aegon Life 

iTerm 

100 Years 

8,331 

6,861 

TATA AIA Life 

Sampoorna Raksha 

100 Years 

9,912 

9,086 

PNB MetLife 

Mera Term Plan 

99 Years 

10,146 

8,675 

Kotak Life 

Kotak e-Term Plan 

75 Years 

9,558 

8,260 

Aditya Birla Capital 

Ultima Term 

85 Years 

10,270 

8,733 

Edelweiss Tokio Life 

Zindagi+ 

80 Years 

9,206 

7,522 

Exide Life 

Smart Term Plan 

75 Years 

8572* 

7346* 

India First Life 

e-Term Plan 

80 Years 

8,260 

7,080 

Aviva Life 

iTerm Smart 

80 Years 

9,007 

7,741 

DHFL Pramerica Life 

Flexi e-Term 

75 Years 

9,403 

8,026 

Future Generali Total 

Flexi Online Term 

75 Years 

9,427 

8,184 

Bharti Axa Life 

Flexi Term 

85 Years 

9,440 

8,260 

Canara HSBCOBC Life 

iSelect 

80 Years 

9,491 

8,022 

Reliance Nippon Life 

Digi-Term 

80 Years 

11,012 

8,719 

IDBI Federal Life 

iSurance Flexi Term 

80 Years 

12,402 

10,136 

Bajaj Allianz Life e 

eTouch Online Term 

75 Years 

14,067 

10,896 

SBI Life 

eShield 

80 Years 

15,070 

12,898 


*Exide coverage upto 60 yrs for age 30 years 


Health insurance premium 


Insurer name 
Religare Health 


Key features 

Plan names 

Premium(Rs.) 

Insurer name 

Key features 

Plan names 

Premium(Rs.) 

Day Care Treatments 

NCB Super Premium 

8,675 ; 


Day Care Treatments 

Lifeline supreme 

7,936 

Family Floater option 

Care 

7,887 | 

filial Sundaram | 

Hospitalization at Home 

Group Health Policy 

6,130 

Health Checkups 

Care with unlimited recharge 

8,478 | 


Hospital Room Eligibility 



After Hospitalization 

NCB Super Premium with UAR 

9,267 | 


Alternate Medicine 




Max Health 


Day Care Treatments 


Hospitalization at Home 
Alternate Medicine 


Health Companion + 

Health Recharge (Money Saver) 8,764 

Health Companion 9,862 

Go Active 11,747 

Heartbeat (ML_15,jj; 


Star Health 


Family Floater option 
Restoration of cover 
Wellness Factors 
Network Hospitals Covered 


Medi Classic 
Star Comprehensive 


9,204 

11,476 


Optima Restore 11,024 

Easy Health Individual Standard 9,613 

After Hospitalization Easy Health Individual Exclusive 12,067 

a«o Munich Health Day Care Treatments Easy Health Individual Premium 14,945 

Hospitalization at Home Energy Gold 20,036 

Hospital Room Eligibility Energy Silver 14,136 

Energy Gold with Co pay 17,216 

Energy Silver with Co pay 11,316 

Health wallet 22,908 


HDFC ES Health 


Hospitalization at Home 
Hospital Room Eligibility 
Alternate Medicine 


Health Suraksha Silver 9,380 

Health Suraksha Gold 11,162 

Health Suraksha Silver with Region & ECB 10,083 
Health Suraksha Gold with Region & ECB 11,998 


BMIIi TTK Healthl 


Day Care Treatments 
Hospitalization at Home 
Alternate Medicine 
Family Floater Option 


ProHealth - Protect 
ProHealth - Plus 


8,979 

10,119 


Digit Health 


DayCare Treatments 
Hospitalization at Home 
Hospital Room Eligibility 
Alternate Medicine 


Digit Health Plus Policy Plan - 3 


10,679 


Bajaj Allianz Health 


Hospital Room Eligibility 
Wellness Factors 
Family Floater Option 


Individual Health Guard 
Health Ensure 


11,569 

7,642 



Hospitalization at Home 

Complete Healthcare Insurance Priviledge 

12,241 

|Universal Sompo 

Hospital Room Eligibility 
Alternate Medicine 





Active assure Diamond 

7,938 


Day Care Treatments 

Active Health Enhance 

9,801 


Restoration of cover 

Active Health Enhance (Diabetes) 

38,148 


Family Floater Option 

Active Health Enhance (Asthma) 

16,818 

Aditya Birla Capital 


Active Health Enhance (Hypertension) 

32,616 



Active assure Diamond with Super NCB 

8,732 



Active assure Diamond with Unlimited Reload 

8,494 



Active assure Diamond with Super 

NCB and Unlimited Reload 

9,287 


Day Care Treatments 

Edelweiss Health Insurance- Gold 
(Health 241 Add-on) 

10,398 

Edelweiss Health 

Hospitalization at Home 
Hospital Room Eligibility 

Alternate Medicine 

Edelweiss Health Insurance Gold 

8,318 


Hospital Room Eligibility 

Kotak Health Care - Premium 
(Including Optional Pack 1) 

8,738 

Kotak General 

Health Checkups 

Family Floater Option 




Day Care Treatments 

Elite 10,777 


Liberty General 

Hospitalization at Home 

Basic 9,579 



Hospital Room Eligibility 

Supreme 

11,337 


Day Care Treatments 

Health Total Vital 

10,031 

pflfre Generali Total 

Hospitalization at Home 




Hospital Room Eligibility 

Alternate Medicine 




Hospitalization at Home Platinum 


United India Alternate Medicine 
Family Floater Option 


13,531 


Source: www.policybazaar.com 
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PARITA PATEL 

I attended a cousin’s wedding 
this year. Tucked into the usual 
wedding favours was a hand¬ 
written thank you card that 
mentioned everyone in my im¬ 
mediate family who had at¬ 
tended. When we found the 
card, we dropped the gifts and 
gathered around my mother to 
read what the cousin had writ¬ 
ten. Now months later, the gifts 
have been forgotten, but that 
card, written in her signature, 
neat calligraphy, has been kept 
safely and continues to make 
us smile. 


Feeding an art 

For the nostalgic, there’s noth¬ 
ing quite like knowing that so¬ 
meone took the time to send 
you a special physical note. On 
the other hand, pen nerds on¬ 
line - say on forums on Reddit, 
the social news website - are 


constantly fuelling fountain 
pen discussions and conspira¬ 
cies around product launches. 
Instagram’s army of illustra¬ 
tors, with their beautifully-shot 
videos of work with fountain 
pens, have revived interest in 
nibs and unusual inks with ro¬ 
mantic names. Add to this the 
growing bullet journal culture 
(where to-do lists showcase 
creativity), and you have many 
reasons for the luxury pen in¬ 
dustry to perk up. This is so¬ 
mething cricketer-turned-en¬ 
trepreneur Dilip Doshi is 
banking on. As CEO of the Am- 
bier Group, he is the exclusive 
retail partner in India for La- 
my, the German writing instru¬ 
ment brand. “Even in the digi¬ 
tal age, is anyone going to stop 
writing? No. Writing is second 
nature to everyone. If you are a 
person who has ideas to ex¬ 
press, there is no better way 
than to write it yourself. A note 
on paper has far greater value 
than an email or SMS. It shows 
you care,” he says. 

Writing implements are see¬ 
ing renewed interest in this im¬ 
personal, WhatsApp-powered 
age, but the romantic version 
of the business is backed by 
numbers, too. The branded 
writing instruments’ market in 
India is estimated at £2,200- 
£3,000 crore. The ballpoint 


of the 

pen 


Thanks to Instagram-illustrators and the rise of art 
forms like the bullet journal, writing implements 
from brands like Lamy are seeing a comeback 


pen segment constitutes the 
largest chunk, at 70%, followed 
by gel pens at 20% and foun¬ 
tain pens at 4%. The balance 
6% is taken up by luxury pens. 
The consumer that falls in this 
category is the one who opts 
for a Lamy or similar writing 
instrument. India is often seen 
as one of the last frontiers of 
luxury purchasing. The market 
offers great untapped potential 
for all kinds of businesses, 
thanks to growing household 
incomes. But as many interna¬ 


tional brands will attest, the 
luxury sector is underdeve¬ 
loped in India. Indian consum¬ 
ers have their own tastes and 
buying habits, largely deter¬ 
mined by value for money and 
affordability. “And there are in¬ 
frastructural reasons, such as a 
lack of suitable retail space for 
luxury brands,” says Doshi. 

The clean approach 

The trick to entering and sur¬ 
viving in India then is to have a 
product that has a story to 
tell-a story that shares the va- 


The trick to entering and 
surviving in India then is to 
have a product that has a 
story to tell-a story that 
shares the values of the 
buyer and makes him feel 
proud and happy 


lues of the buyer and makes 
him feel proud and happy to 
own a piece of the brand’s col¬ 
lection, luxury or otherwise. 
“Lamy is a product of the Bau- 
haus movement, which stood 
for a minimalistic approach in 
design and materials. It is cha¬ 
racterised by economic sensi¬ 
bility and simplicity. That is 
why Lamy is a lifestyle brand, 
not necessarily a luxury one,” 
says Thomas Trapp, managing 
director (international sales) 
for Lamy. 

“Luxury is a state of mind,” 
continues Doshi. Despite In¬ 
dian royalty’s tryst with luxury 
for centuries, the aspirational 
consumer comes with a diffe¬ 


rent perspective - and an alter¬ 
native, experiential approach 
helps. “Luxury in India is only 
a price-related tag and not ne¬ 
cessarily related to quality. Ex¬ 
pensive things are termed as 
luxury but they are just ob¬ 
jects. Luxury, for me, means 
being able to do what you want 
to do and having the will to do 
it,” says Doshi. 

Perhaps the willingness to 
create a counter-culture, with 
online followers and the crea¬ 
tive tribe, is the mainstay of the 
luxury stationery market in In¬ 
dia? At a time of Amazon’s un¬ 
nerving domination, Face- 
book’s alleged mockery of 
democracy and childhood’s 
fast fade into screens, this dis¬ 
ruption of the stationery mar¬ 
ket provides a soothing escape. 


Prices up to M0,000. Details: 
Lamyshop.in 


Luxury of lacquer 


Lamy's insistence of not calling itself a Luxury brand 
means its pens start from just ?1,200. However, the 
Lamy Dialog Urushi is a Limited edition. Urushi is a 
natural Lacquer that has been used in East Asian arts 
and crafts, particularly in Japan, China and 
Korea. This natural raw material - the sap 
of the East Asian Lacquer tree - is 
exceptionally precious, as its extraction is 
only possible by hand and in very small 
amounts. The Lamy Dialog Urushi edition is 
Limited to only 33 sets, each containing four fountain 
pens. The set costs €20,000. 


DOWN MEMORY LANE 


The ritual of 
ancestral worship 



A time when we remember and revere 
those who have gone before us 


In rememberance Hindus perform mass Shrodh pooja -vijaysoneji 



* V > 


R.V. SMITH 

This is the time for Pitru Palcsha 
Shradh, preceding the autumnal 
Navratras, when ancestors are 
worshipped, and prayers offered 
for the repose of their souls. The 
ritual is considered even more im¬ 
portant than the worship of God, 
because a person owes his physi¬ 
cal birth to his lineage. When Ra¬ 
ma observed the Shradh for his il¬ 
lustrious ancestors, one sadhu ate 
so much that the Lord’s three 
brothers got tired of feeding him. 
They sought Ramchandra jV s 
help, who said that he would 
serve the sadhu himself. While 
doing so he recognized him as 
Shiva. The god smiled and 
vanished. 

Pandit Shamboo Shankar, not¬ 



ed priest of Jaipur, used to point 
out that the Shradh were recom¬ 
mended by the religious text Ka- 
ram Kand (which emphasizes 
homage to ancestors), and ob¬ 
served from the autumnal full 
moon to the following Amavasya 
(dark night) for 15 days. On Ama¬ 
vasya day, the worship is to un- 
lcnown ancestors. The period 
starts with Parwa, Dwitiya, Tritya, 
Chauth, and so on, for the full 
fortnight and a day. 

Black til (oilseed) for tilanjali, 
and chawal (rice) are among the 
main ingredients. Water is offered 
to the ancestors in front of the ris¬ 
ing sun in the morning. Puja, ha- 
van, daan (prayers, fire offerings, 
and charity) mark the period, in 
which no festive functions are 
held, and devotees abstain from 
non-vegetarian food, and even 
onions and garlic. 

During the Shradh, it is be¬ 
lieved that ancestors appear in 
dreams, to warn of impending 



dangers in the coming year. Each 
day of the Shradh is equal to a 
year, and so the multiplication 
goes on to include all ancestors 
for 15 generations and beyond. 
Ancestor worship starts with the 
father and mother, and includes 
grandfather, grandmother, great¬ 
grandfather. and great-grand¬ 
mother back to as many genera¬ 
tions as one can remember, with 
reverence paid to both paternal 
and maternal ancestors. For the 
unknown ancestors, Roolcha or 
Seedha (raw) food is offered in a 
thali that includes wheat flour, 
rice, Icheer (milk pudding) and 
sabzi (vegetables). 

Homage to ancestors is as old 
as humanity. The belief is found 
worldwide. The Chinese prac¬ 
tised it, so did the ancient Egyp¬ 
tians, Greeks, and Romans.. The 
Jews remember them when they 
observe Passover, the Christians 
devote the full month of Novem¬ 
ber to departed souls, the Mus¬ 



lims pay homage on Shab-e-Ba- 
rat. The Buddhists and the Parsis 
too have ceremonies to honour 
their ancestors. The Parsi dawn 
prayer Hosh-Bam recalls the 
deeds of Iranian heroes of old, the 
names of whom are recited early 
in the morning. Tribals worship 
ancestors confined in the forest 
tree-trunlcs, like the spirit Arial in 
Shalcespeare’s play The Tempest. 

The South Indians, Bengalis, 
and North Indians have their own 
special ways of observing the 
Shradh. For the Bengalis, the cli¬ 
max is reached at Mahalaya, 
when the Chandi mantra is recit¬ 
ed early in the morning. In the 
poem Kubla Khan by Coleridge, 
Kubla, the Mongol warlord, hears 
the voices of his ancestors at the 
capital Xanadu, prophesying war. 
Even a ruthless killer like him be¬ 
lieved in mellowing down for an¬ 
cestral worship. 

An interesting story is told 
about the legendary physician 
Dhanwantri When he died, his 
disciples wanted to hold his 
Shradh. He had told them not to 
do so, but to eat his flesh so that 
they could become like him. As 
the disciples were preparing for 
that, Yama, the god of death ap¬ 
peared, and, fearing losing their 
souls, forbade them from eating 
the body. He cunningly told them 
to throw away the flesh that they 
had already cut out. 

This, the disciples did, and 
three other living beings ate it: the 
ants, the kites, and a woman from 
the so-called cobbler caste, 
named Cheta. All three were 
blessed with longevity. Some say 
it was not the kites, but the crows. 
Hence, the practice of feeding 
crows at Shradh time, when the 
souls of ancestors are said to visit 
homes as crows. Incidentally, 
even today, Vaids begin their pre¬ 
scription with the word “Cheta” 
to assure long life for their 
patients. 

During the Shradh all direc¬ 
tions for travel are considered 
closed for 15 days because of the 
influence of Disa Sal, the spirit of 
the pathways. They are said to 
open up only after the Amavasya 
bath. The other days are utilized 
for offering prayers to ancestors, 
in which lies Moksha (salvation), 
both for those performing the ri¬ 
tuals, and for the long departed 
ancestors. 


The writer is a veteran chronicler of Delhi 




Global Bird 

Rescue week 

An opportunity to join people across the 
world, and document birds that have 
collided with buildings, power lines, and 
other man-made structures 


K.JESHI 

Forty two million - that is the 
number of birds killed every 
year in Canada, according to a 
study published in Environ¬ 
ment Canada. And, across 
North America, the estimated 
number of migratory birds 
killed is over 100 million. 
“Birds getting injured or dying 
after colliding with glass win¬ 
dows, walls, power lines, and 
other man-made structures has 
always been a topic of deep 
concern. But, there is hardly 
any data on ‘bird-building colli¬ 
sions’ in India,” says Mittal Ga¬ 
la, Programme Co-ordinator of 
Bird Count India, an organisa¬ 
tion that promotes bird listing, 
documentation, and monitor¬ 
ing in India. 

Bird Count India has now 
partnered with a citizen 


science initiative called Global 
Bird Rescue (GBR) for a cam¬ 
paign, from September 30 to 
October 6, which will docu¬ 
ment bird-to-building colli¬ 
sions across the country. “Bird 
watchers raise a concern when 
they see a dead bird or one that 
collided with glass. When birds 
see a reflection of a tree on a 
glass, they mistalce it for their 
habitat and collide with it and 
die. The campaign documents 
such collisions and builds 
awareness,” explains Mittal. 

Anyone in the country can 
become a part of the campaign. 
During the week, participants 
have to go around the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and scan the 
ground to look for injured or 
dead birds. Areas in and 
around high rises and other 
man-made structures are 
where one may find them. 


Info you can use 

■ This is a week-long 
campaign from September 
30 to October 6 

■ You can participate as an 
individual, but it is 
encouraged to work as a 
team to survey buildings 
in your area during the 

■ To take part as an 
individual, register with 
globalbirdrescue.org 

■ If you want to register as 
a team, write to 
skimmer@birdcount.in 

■ Visit: https://birdcount.in/ 
event/global-bird- 
rescue-2019/ 

■ Call: +91 90242 82778 


To report the location, sta¬ 
tus, and species of birds that 
they find injured or dead, parti¬ 
cipants can use theGlobal Bird 
Collision Mapper, an online 
geo-mapping tool. They can al¬ 
so upload a photo of each bird 
they report. The mapper will 
show every collision reported 
on its interactive GIS map. The 
details of each bird reported 
can be seen by anyone who vi¬ 
sits GBCM. 

Says Mittal, “Every single ob¬ 
servation gives the much-need¬ 
ed data on bird-building colli¬ 
sions . This will help to design 
better policies, and mitigation 
measures, to protect the birds.” 
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SHOWCASE 17 


The photographer breaks down what 
luxury means to him and where he sees 

Indians heading 


Kasbekar’s 
guide to the 
high life 




ATUL KASBEKAR 


My relationship with luxury 
has been an evolving one. Like 
most people, my first time¬ 
piece was an entry-level 
brand, a TAG Heuer. I’ve al¬ 
ways been a sportsman and it 
resonated with me because 
many sportspeople were en¬ 
dorsing it. I’d also shot for the 
Swiss luxury company a few 
times. I was 27 and I remem¬ 
ber my hands shaking as I 
handed over the money (a 
princely sum of £28,000); it 
was a really big deal. Unless 
you are privileged, this would 
be the story for most. 

But I find that once people 
have their first Rolex, meta¬ 
phorically speaking, they start 
searching for what is different. 
That’s when unique experienc¬ 
es make a difference. A few 
years ago (as part of Bling, my 
celeb management company). 
I’d done a deal with Mercedes 
and Farhan Akhtar. They invit¬ 



ed us to come learn how to 
drive on frozen lakes in the 
Arctic Circle. How cool is that! 

A lot of brands understand 
this need today. Look at Pane- 
rai. This year, the brand is en¬ 
suring customers ‘live the ad¬ 
venture’ if they buy one of 
their three special-edition Sub¬ 
mersible watches, the Guil¬ 
laume Nery, Mike Horn or Ma¬ 
rina Militare. Pick up the first 
and you get to dive in Moorea, 
French Polynesia, with the 
freediving world champion; 
with the second you can join 
the explorer on an Arctic ad¬ 
venture to Svalbard, Norway; 
and the last will get you a few 
days of training with COMSUB- 
IN, the diving and commando 
group of the Italian Navy. You 
might be paying almost double 
for what a similar watch would 
cost, but you will be doing so¬ 
mething that money can’t buy. 

Luxury at less 

People may have a lot more 
disposable income now, but 
they’re also discovering that 
luxury is not always about 
spending on things. Four years 
ago, chef-restaurateur Rahul 


■ YOGESH BOMBE 

Akerkar and I curated someth¬ 
ing on a whim. We are ob¬ 
sessed with mutton biryani, so 
we showcased six from around 
the country - Lucknow, Hyde¬ 
rabad, Malabar, Kolkata, Kash¬ 
mir and Rampur. It was a nice 
January afternoon, and we in¬ 
vited just over 40 people, in¬ 
cluding cricketers and movie 
stars. To date, people ask me 
when I’m going to do it again. 

Increasingly, people are eq¬ 
uating luxury with what they 
can do for themselves. Instead 
of buying the latest cars or 
fashion, there is a desire to be 
distinctive and to appreciate 
provenance. Even for someth¬ 
ing as simple as fish and chips 
in London. A friend told me 
the original can be had only at 
one place in Spitalfields, and 
that it is a bit of a task to get 
there. But I did it, and the food 
was exceptional. It was mem¬ 
orable, and that is luxury. For 
a lot of people, these are the 
buttons to press. 

Making things count 

All of us are becoming more 
conscious of the environment 
now and this is only set to 




(Clockwise from 
above)The 
Submersible 
Guillaume Nery, 
Raghavendra 
Rathore'ssilk 
twill pocket 
squares, 
Hendrick's 
Orbium gin, 
Rajesh Pratap 
Singh's couture, 
The Traveler 
World cigars, 
and Kasbekar 


■ RAGHAVENDRARATHORE 


grow exponentially. I believe it 
will reach a point where it will 
be seen as uncool to be con¬ 
suming more. When you real¬ 
ise how much goes into mak¬ 
ing a pair of jeans, do you 
really need 25 pairs? I read this 
fascinating article sometime 
back, where Michelle Obama 
said that her husband wore the 
exact same tuxedo in his eight 

Personally , I'm always 
hunting for cooi I no 
longer buy off-the-rack . / 
don't like wearing 
something that the whole 
world is wearing 



years in office. He changed the 
shirt, tie, cufflinks, cummer¬ 
bund, but never the tux, and 
no one noticed. So, if it is OK 
for Barack Obama, it is OK for 
everybody else. 

Personally, I’m always hunt¬ 
ing for cool. While I recall go¬ 
ing to my first Hugo Boss outlet 
in Germany, near Stuttgart, be¬ 
cause it was cheaper (I still 
have the jacket), I no longer 
buy off-the-rack. I don’t like 
wearing something that the 
whole world is wearing. Now I 
get my clothes tailored. Paul 
Jheeta, the first Indian tailor 
on Savile Row, is a favourite. 
He makes suits for a lot of peo¬ 
ple in India - Sachin Tendul¬ 
kar has quite a few, and Ami- 
tabh Bachchan owns about 20. 
I also frequent Rajesh Pratap 
Singh and Ermenegildo Zegna 
in Italy. 

Indians still brand driven? 

Abroad, the elite have evolved 
to a space where individuality 
counts for more. We aren’t 
there yet. For example, if so¬ 
meone in the US or Japan buys 
a pair of Converse and gets a 
renowned artist to draw on it, 
they’ll use it, walk in it and get 
it dirty. But if we got the equiv¬ 
alent of an MF Husain to paint 
on our shoes, we’ll put them in 
a case and exhibit it. However, 
I do believe we are changing in 
how we are approaching luxu¬ 
ry. I know a lot more people 
doing interesting holidays. 
They don’t want to go to New 
York for the 63rd time; they 
want to try something off the 
beaten track. Five years ago. 
I’d never heard of anyone go¬ 
ing to Antarctica. Now I know 
of eight to 10 who have. 

For me luxury in the next 
few years will be experiences. I 
want to go diving in the Gala¬ 
pagos and at the Sharm El- 
Sheikh, during the shark cross¬ 
ing in the Red Sea. Climbing 
the Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is 
also high on my list. 


Atul Kasbekar is a renowned 
photographer and co-founder of The 
Corner Room Project, India’s first 
social media influencing platform on 
men’s luxury. Details: 
thecornerroomproject.com 

- As told to 

Surya Praphulla Kumar 
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4 Chaperone - Cortes 
(anag) (6) 

5 Speak about one's 
work (4,4) 

6 Up in front (5) 

7 Delightful (12) 

8 Reversed one's 
previous position 
(4-8) 

13 Praise publicly 
given (8) 

16 More 

disadvantaged (7) 

17 Insurgents (6) 

19 Pen name of 
Samuel Langhorne 
Clemens, d. 1910 (5) 
21 Confine-US 
composer, d. 1992 (4) 


Solution will appear in 
The Hindu dated 
October 1,2019. 


■ Across 

I Throw someone out of 
a window (12) 

9 Cause someone to feel 
embarrassed (5) 

10 Gather together(7) 

II Large leathery brown 
seaweed (4) 

12 Campaigner - rude 
scar(anag) (8) 

14 Improve the quality of 
( 6 ) 

15 Balkan region joined 
with Herzegovina (6) 


18 Put into effect (8) 

20 Gradually deprive the 
young of its mother's milk 
(4) 

22 Discharge of fluid 
through a small gap (7) 

23 Come together in 
agreement (5) 

24 Beastly long time (7,5) 
■ Down 

2 Someone who makes it 
possible for another to do 
something (7) 

3 Code word for E (4) 
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Coleman lays claim to Bolt’s throne 

Eases past Gatlin and De Grasse to win the 100m gold; race walks pass without incident 



Powering home: Christian Coleman of the USA sweeps over the finish line in a world-leading personal best of 9.76s. ■ afp 


tAAF WorldAthfeticm Championships 
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

United States sprinter Chris¬ 
tian Coleman stamped his 
mark on the world stage on 
Saturday with a dominant 
performance to sweep to the 
100m title, and suggest that 
the heir to retired Jamaican 
icon Usain Bolt has arrived. 

The 23-year-old, who es¬ 
caped a doping ban earlier 
this month on a technicality, 
swept over the finish line in a 
world-leading personal best 
of 9.76s to claim his first ma¬ 
jor outdoor championship 
gold. 

Defending champion Jus¬ 
tin Gatlin took silver in 9.89s 
at the age of 37 while Cana¬ 
da’s Andre De Grasse 
claimed bronze in 9.90s. 

It completed a flawless 
championship campaign for 
Coleman, who had been the 
only man to duck under 10s 
in both Friday’s opening 


Indians in action 

■ Women's javelin, 
qualification (Annu Rani, 7 
p.m. 1ST) 

■ Women's 400m, heats 
(Anjali Devi, 8.50 p.m.) 


rounds and Saturday’s semi¬ 
finals. “It is an incredible 
time, it is a PR for me. I think 
the sky’s the limit, I think I 
can keep dropping my time,” 
the indoor 60m World re¬ 
cord holder said. 

Meanwhile, Coleman has 
withdrawn from the 200m, 


the US Track and Field Fed¬ 
eration confirmed. 

Oldest medallist 

Yusulce Suzuki won the 
men’s 50km walk, the first 
Japanese to do so. Portugal's 
silver medallist Joao Vieira, 
at 43, became the oldest 


male athlete to win a World- 
smedal. Canada's Evan Dun- 
fee took bronze. 

The women's race saw 
China’s Liang Rui taking gold 
and Li Maocuo the silver. 

The results: Men: 100m: 1. 
Christian Coleman (USA) 9.76s; 
2. Justin Gatlin (USA) 9.89; 3. 


Andre De Grasse (Can) 9.90; 
50km walk: 1. Yusuke Suzuki 
(Jpn) 4:4:20s; 2. Joao Vieira 
(Por) 4:4:59; 3. Evan Dunfee 
(Can) 4:5:02. 

Women: 50km walk: 1. Liang 
Rui (Chn) 4:23:26; 2. Li Maocuo 
(Chn) 4:26:40; 3. Eleonora 
Giorgi (Ita) 4:29:13. 


N. Srinivasan responds to 
Vinod Rai’s remarks 


I noticed certain 

comments made by Mr. 
Vinod Rai in an 
interview The Hindu 
carried on Sunday (Sept. 
29) about the TNCA. 
Though the personalised 
attack on the TNCA was 
nothing new, it needs to be 
stated that this time it is 
only the deficiencies of the 
CoA which appear glaring. 

To recall, there are 
numerous petitions 
seeking various reliefs filed 
by numerous BCCI 
members as well as the 
CoA that were pending a 
detailed hearing. Due to 
the busy schedule of the 
Supreme Court, these have 
not been taken up except 
for the TNCA’s plea that the 
CoA was trying to block 
our elections citing non¬ 
adherence to their version 
of the earlier Supreme 
Court orders. 

The CoA was told 
elections would go on and 
all matters would be 
decided later, including the 
outcome of the elections. 
Earlier, the TNCA had 
made clear it’s stand on 
three basic issues: having 
atleast two vice-presidents, 
one representing the 150 
city club members and 
another from the 30 



N. Srinivasan. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


district associations, 
opposition to the 
applicability of eligibility 
criteria for committee 
members and the 
stipulation that for any 
amendment in future, the 
Supreme Court’s approval 
was necessary. 

I’m told that the learned 
Amicus Curiae was 
receptive to many of the 
requests of the TNCA and 
has filed an interim report 
in court which is yet to be 
seen by the Supreme 
Court. Therefore, abide by 
the directives of the CoA, 
or forfeit your right to vote 
in the AGM is not a stand 
which Mr. Vinod Rai can 
take. He nor the CoA can 
substitute their wisdom for 
that of the Supreme Court 
and his last comments 


drawing an analogy 
between the TNCA and a 
thirsty equine were not 
appreciated. 

TNCA singled out, unfairly 

Also, I can challenge his 
statement that 30 out of 31 
are fully compliant. Atleast 
three members - 
Saurashtra, Haryana and 
Karnataka - have not 
placed eligibility criteria 
for their committee 
members. Many 
associations have been 
allowed 19 committee 
members, instead of nine, 
as per the BCCI 
constitution. It is only the 
TNCA that is singled out for 
criticism unfairly. 

I, for one, am not able to 
connect the eligibility to 
vote as a full member in 
the AGM and amendments 
to the members 
constitution unless the 
BCCI elections are being 
held as a pressure ploy to 
get the members to give up 
their legal rights and adopt 
a servient attitude. I’m 
reminded of a quote by 
Robert A. Heinlein: “There 
is no worse tyranny than to 
force a man to pay for what 
he does not want merely 
because you think it would 
be good for him.” 


Leicester zooms to third 


Wallops Newcastle 5-0; Madrid derby ends goalless 



Clinical: Leicester's Jamie Vardy scores one of his two 
goals against Newcastle, -afp 


Hamilton foils Ferrari renaissance 

Wins a well-judged strategic race over a problem-ridden rival 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MILAN 

Leicester powered into third 
place in the Premier League 
with a 5-0 demolition of 10- 
man Newcastle that piled 
pressure on Magpies boss 
Steve Bruce on Sunday. 

Brendan Rodgers’ side 
maintained its impressive 
start to the season as it 
romped to a fourth win in its 
last five league games. 

Ricardo Pereira opened 
the scoring in the first half 
before Newcastle’s Isaac 
Hayden was sent off for a 
dangerous tackle. 

Leicester ran riot in the 
second half as Jamie Vardy 
struck either side of Paul 
Dummett’s own goal. 
Wilfred Ndidi rounded off 
Leicester’s biggest league 
win since Rodgers arrived. 

On Saturday, Real Madrid 
regained top spot in La Liga 
after a goalless derby with 
Atletico that saw it move 
above surprise package Gra¬ 
nada and maintain its small 


lead over a crowded chasing 
pack. Unbeaten Real is a 
point ahead of promoted 
Granada and Atletico Madrid 
after Diego Simeone’s side 
failed to break down its well- 
drilled local rivals. 

The results: 

Premier League: Leicester 5 
(Pereira 16, Vardy 54, 64, Dum- 
mett 57-og, Ndidi 90) bt New¬ 
castle 0. 

Serie A: Napoli 2 (Mertens 13, 
Manolas45+4) bt Brescia 1 (Ba- 
lotelli 67); Udinese 1 (Okaka 27) 
bt Bologna 0; Lecce 0 lost to 
Roma 1 (Dzeko 56); Lazio 4 (Mi- 


linkovic-Savic 7, Radu 40, F. 
Caicedo 59, Immobile 78) bt 
Genoa 0. 

La Liga: Espanyol 0 lost to Real 
Valladolid 2 (Michel 25-pen, 
Plano 90+4); Eibar 2 (Exposito 
47, Orellana 60) bt Celta Vigo 
0; Alaves 2 (Lucas 76-pen, Jo- 
selu 86) Real Mallorca 0. 
Bundesliga: Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf 1 (Hennings 42) Freiburg 2 
(Schmid 45, Waldschmidt 81) 
Saturday: La Liga: Atletico Ma¬ 
drid 0 drew with Real Madrid 0. 
Serie A: Sassuolo 1 (Defrel 62) 
lost to Atalanta 4 (Gomez 6, 
29, Gosens 13, Zapata 35). 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SOCHI 

Lewis Hamilton claimed his 
first win in four races on 
Sunday when he rode his 
luck to end Ferrari’s winning 
streak with a well-judged 
strategic victory for Mer¬ 
cedes in a roller-coaster Rus¬ 
sian Grand Prix. 

The defending five-time 
champion came home 3.829 


1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 
1:33:38.992sec, 2. Valtteri Bot- 
tas (Mercedes) + 3.829s, 3. 
Charles Leclerc (Ferrari) + 5.212, 
4. Max Verstappen (Red Bull) + 
14.210, 5. Alexander Albon (Red 
Bull) + 38.348, 6. Carlos Sainz Jr 
(McLaren) + 45.889, 7. Sergio 
Perez (Racing Point) + 48.728, 8. 
Lando Norris (McLaren) + 57.749. 

9. Kevin Magnussen (Haas) + 
58.779, 10. Nico Hulkenberg 
(Renault) + 59.841, 11. Lance 
Stroll (Racing Point) + 1:00.821, 
12. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) + 
1:02.496, 13. Kimi Raikkonen 
(Alfa Romeo Racing) + 1:08.910, 
14. Pierre Gasly (Toro Rosso) + 
1:10.076,15. Antonio Giovinazzi 


seconds ahead of his team¬ 
mate and nearest champion¬ 
ship rival Valtteri Bottas as 
Mercedes took full advan¬ 
tage of Ferrari’s reliability 
and tactical problems by de¬ 
livering a solid Silver Arrows 
one-two. 

Sebastian Vettel, who led 
from lap one, suffered a me¬ 
chanical failure and retired 
after leading, gifting Mer- 


(Alfa Romeo Racing) + 1:13.346. 
Championship standings 
Drivers: 1. Hamilton 322 points, 
2. Bottas 249, 3. Leclerc 215, 4. 
Verstappen 212, 5. Vettel 194, 6. 
Gasly 69, 7. Sainz Jr 66, 8. Albon 
52, 9. Norris 35,10. Daniel Ric- 
ciardo 34,11. Hulkenberg 34,12. 
Kvyat 33, 13. Perez 33, 14. 
Raikkonen 31,15. Magnussen 20, 
16. Lance Stroll 19, 17. Romain 
Grosjean 8,18. Giovinazzi 4,19. 
Robert Kubica 1. 

Constructors: 1. Mercedes 571 
points, 2. Ferrari 409,3. Red Bull 
311, 4. McLaren 101, 5. Renault 
68, 6. Toro Rosso 55, 7. Racing 
Point 52, 8. Alfa Romeo Racing 
35,9. Haas 28,10. Williams 1. 


cedes a chance to extend its 
Sochi supremacy to six wins 
in succession. 

Leclerc comes third 

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
came home a frustrated 
third after starting from pole 
and losing his advantage to 
Vettel on the opening lap in a 


race punctuated by two Safe¬ 
ty Car interventions and one 
use of the Virtual Safety Car. 

Hamilton’s win was his 
first since the Hungarian GP 
on August 4, his ninth in 16 
outings this year and the 
82nd of his career, lifting 
him 73 points clear at the top 
of the drivers’ title race. 


Steelersbeat 

Fortunegiants 


PKL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PANCHKULA 

Haryana Steelers edged 
past Gujarat Fortunegiants 
38-37 while Dabang Delhi 
KC ousted Puneri Paltan 
from the ProKabaddi 
League with a 60-40 victo¬ 
ry on Sunday. 

Vikas Kandola was once 
again the star, winning a 
Super 10 as the Steelers 
produced a successful tack¬ 
le in the final play of the 
match. 

Naveen, the talented 
raider, claimed his 17th 
consecutive Super 10 as 
Dabang produced a near¬ 
flawless performance to 
end Paltan’s campaign. 

Dabang, as expected, 
started well with its raider- 
in-chief Naveen Kumar 
looking unstoppable. 

The 19-year-old raider 
won points at will, pulling 
out the acrobatic moves in 
the process, as the team in¬ 
flicted an all-out on Paltan 
in the seveth minute of the 
match. 



Runaway winners: Mercedes duo Hamilton and Bottas are 
on cloud nine after seeing off Ferrari's challenge. ■ ap 


RUSSIAN GP RESULTS 


Harmanpreet 
stars for 
India again 


HOCKEY 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ANTWERP 

Drag-flicker Harmanpreet 
Singh yet again scored a 
brace as the Indian men’s 
hockey team thrashed 
Spain 5-1 for its third con¬ 
secutive win here on 
Sunday. 

Harmanpreet (41, 51) 
and Ramandeep Singh (35) 
scored in the second half 
after Akashdeep Singh 
(five) and S.V. Sunil (20) 
gave India a 2-0 lead at 
half-time. 

It was not a great start 
for India, though, as it 
went a goal down in the 
third minute. Spain’s Igle- 
sias Alvaro scored his 
team’s opener to put the 
pressure on the Indians. 

However, high on confi¬ 
dence from victories in the 
opening two matches, In¬ 
dia responded with a quick 
equaliser in the fifth mi¬ 
nute as Akashdeep scored 
a field goal. Sunil marked 
his return to the team with 
a brilliant strike before the 
Indians dominated the se¬ 
cond half. 

India will face world No. 
2 Belgium on Tuesday. It 
beat the host 2-0 on Thurs¬ 
day in their tour-opener 
and then hammered Spain 
6-1 on Saturday. 


Another match lost to rain 


A well-deserved four-peat for Japan 


Teams robbed of opportunity to try out fringe players 



See you later! Indian and South African players greet each other after the match, -vijaysoneji 


SA WOMEN IN INDIA 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

SURAT 

For the locals who turned up 
in big numbers it was sup¬ 
posed to be a super Sunday. 
But such was the damage 
done to the outfield due to a 
spell of rain in the morning 
that the third T20I between 
India and South Africa wo¬ 
men had to be abandoned 
without a ball being bowled 
at the Lalbhai Contractor 
Stadium. 

After being robbed of two 
successive games this week, 
India coach W.V. Raman 
hinted that the possibility of 
rescheduling games was be¬ 
ing discussed, although at a 
primitive stage. 

“I don’t know how that 


protocol works, but that line 
of thought will be pursued. 
There’ll obviously be some 
discussion and see how it 
pans out,” Raman said after 
the series remained 1-0 in In¬ 
dia’s favour with two games 
remaining. 

“It’s a tricky thing. If you 
try and change venues and 
the sun starts beating down, 
then everybody is going to 
have egg on their faces. It’s 
not that it’s not thought of. 
That’s also probably in the 
process. We’ll see how it 
goes and we’ll take things as 
they come as of now,” he 
said. 

The fact that two of the 
five T20Is have been lost to 
weather also means that 
both teams have been de¬ 
nied of trying out fringe 
players, something both 


teams had aimed at with an 
eye on the T20 World Cup in 
Australia in February. 

“It’s disappointing, more 
from the spectators’ point of 
view. The crowd came in big 
numbers and it was a full 
house today as well. 

“For us, being 1-0 down in 
the series, losing another 
game to weather is disap¬ 
pointing,” said Hilton Mo- 
reeng. South Africa head 
coach. 

“With the T20 World Cup 
approaching, we would have 
also liked to try out certain 
combinations and also get 
back in the series, but rain is 
obviously something you 
can’t control.” 

The penultimate rubber 
of the series is scheduled for 
Tuesday. 


MVP Motohashi sparkles in exciting finale against China 


basketball 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Japan become the third na¬ 
tion to complete a four-peat 
in the FIBA Women’s Asia 
Cup Division-A basketball 
tournament, with an excit¬ 
ing 71-68 victory over China 
in the final at Sree Kanteera- 
va Indoor Stadium here on 
Sunday. South Korea and 
China are the other two na¬ 
tions to have achieved this 
feat. 

The summit clash went 
down to the last play, with Ja¬ 
pan leading by three points. 
Chinese forward Shao Ting 
failed to convert a rushed 
three-point attempt, sending 
the Japanese expats in the 
big crowd into raptures. 

Japan point guard Nako 
Motohashi (24 points, 8 as¬ 
sists) was at her best once 
again, weaving in and out of 
the Chinese defence and 
making crucial plays. Once 
Motohashi got the first step 
on her marker, there was no 
stopping her. 

Effective Takada 

Captain Maki Takada (14 
points, 9 rebounds) was ef¬ 
fective on both ends of the 
floor. It was a Takada three- 
pointer in the third quarter 
which gave Japan its first 
lead of the match. 

Shooting guard Said 


Hayashi made an instant im¬ 
pression coming off the 
bench, nailing three shots 
from beyond the arc to re¬ 
duce China’s early lead. 

Chinese centre Xu Han, 
who will feature for New 
York Liberty in the upcom¬ 
ing WNBA season, showed 
wonderful shooting touch 
and footwork to record 18 
points. The 6’ 9” hoopster 
was an intimidating pre¬ 
sence on defence, making 
four thunderous blocks. 

Pure scoring machine 

The night, and the tourna¬ 
ment, belonged to Moto¬ 
hashi, who was named the 
‘Most Valuable Player’. 
Around 18 months ago, she 


was not part of the national 
team set up, and played for a 
unheralded club. In a short 
space of time, she has trans¬ 
formed into a pure scoring 
machine. “I’m happy that 
everyone has now got the 
chance to see how good Mo¬ 
tohashi is. She has a wonder¬ 
ful story of overcoming a lot 
of hardships,” Japan coach 
Tom Havasse, who along 
with his players wore ‘Japan 
four-peat champion’ T-shirts 
at the post-match press con¬ 
ference, said. The former At¬ 
lanta Hawks player added 
that this title win is a big step 
towards doing well at the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

China coach Limin Xu 
said, “We brought a young 


team to Bengaluru. We man¬ 
aged to defeat a strong Aus¬ 
tralia in the group stage, and 
ran Japan close. We’re proud 
of our performance. The fu¬ 
ture of Chinese basketball is 
bright.” 

The results: Final: Japan 71 
(Nako Motohashi 24, Maki Ta¬ 
kada 14) bt China 68 (Xu Han 
18, Li Yuan 10). Third-place 
playoff: Australia 98 (Bee Allen 
20, Darcee Garbin 13, Katie Eb- 
zery 11, Ezi Magbegor 11) bt Ko¬ 
rea 62 (Park Hyejin 13, Kim Min- 
jeong 13, Ku Seul12). 

All-star team: Rebecca Allen 
(Australia), Xu Han (China), Na¬ 
ko Motohashi (Japan), Shao 
Ting (China), Yuki Miyazawa 
(Japan). 

Most Valuable Player (MVP): 

Nako Motohashi (Japan). 



Memorable moment: The Japanese team celebrates its title win. ■ k. murali kumar 
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SPORT 19 


TV PICKS 


Pakistan vs Sri Lanka, 

second ODI, Sony Six (SD & 
HD), 3.30 p.m. 

IAAF World Champion¬ 
ships: Star Sports 3, 10.30 
p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

Shanta resigns 
from CAC 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Committee of Admi¬ 
nistrators (CoA) chief Vi- 
nod Rai on Sunday said his 
panel never found any 
Conflict of Interest in hav¬ 
ing a Kapil Dev-led Cricket 
Advisory Committee 
(CAC), an ad-hoc body 
formed to appoint the 
head coach of the men’s 
team. 

BCCI Ethics Officer Jus¬ 
tice (Retd) D.K. Jain has is¬ 
sued notices to Kapil and 
fellow CAC members Shan¬ 
ta Rangaswamy and Aun- 
shuman Gaekwad for being 
directors of the Indian 
Cricketers Association 
(ICA). 

However, Shantha has 
resigned after being served 
a Col notice by Madhya 
Pradesh Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (MPCA) life member 
Sanjeev Gupta. 

Five more 
associations 
become BCCI 
compliant 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Committee of Admi¬ 
nistrators (CoA) has ap¬ 
proved the Constitutions/ 
Bylaws of Arunachal Pra¬ 
desh, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
Chhattisgarh. This is in ad¬ 
dition to the Constitutions 
of 18 BCCI member associa¬ 
tions it had approved 
before. 

The CoA had told the Su¬ 
preme Court on Septem¬ 
ber 20 that only three to 
four associations have to 
amend their Constitutions 
in terms with the BCCI’s. 

The CoA has set October 
4 as the deadline for all the 
BCCI member associations 
to conduct its election. 

Khadka slams 
first T20I ton 
for Nepal 

IANS 

SINGAPORE 

Captain Paras Khadka be¬ 
came Nepal’s first batsman 
to score a T20I century as it 
registered a nine-wicket 
victory over Singapore in a 
tri-series here on Saturday. 
Khadka also became the 
first skipper to slam a cen¬ 
tury in T20I cricket while 
chasing. 

The 31-year-old re¬ 
mained unbeaten on 106 
off 52 deliveries, which in¬ 
cluded seven 4s and nine 
6s, as Nepal chased down a 
152 in 16 overs. 

Khadka took 49 balls to 
complete the hundred, al¬ 
so making it the fourth-fas- 
test T20I century by an 
Asian. 

Dhoni tries 
his hand 
at billiards 


IANS 

RANCHI 

Speculation regarding 
former India skipper M.S. 
Dhoni’s retirement has 
been rife ever since he de¬ 
cided to take a break from 
the game post the 2019 
World Cup, but that has 
not ruffled the former In¬ 
dia skipper one bit as he 
was spotted playing bil¬ 
liards at the Jharkhand 
State Cricket Association 
(JSCA) Stadium here. 

Dhoni was seen in a re¬ 
laxed mood as he spent 
time at the indoor campus. 

Recently, India’s 2007 
T20 and 2011 50-over 
World Cup-winning skip¬ 
per also shared a video of 
gully cricket being played 
on the streets here. 


Balaprasath, Vishnu 
share honours 

Aaroh Ravindra clinches Novice Cup 



On top: The Chennai trio of Raghul Rangasamy, Vishnu Prasad and Ashwin Datta on the 

podium. -SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


MOTORSPORTS 


RAYA N ROZARIO 

COIMBATORE 

MSport stars Vishnu Prasad 
and Raghul Rangasamy 
failed to stamp their authori¬ 
ty the other day. But they 
planned it well to be back on 
track in the Formula LGB4 
class in the penultimate 
round of the JK Tyre FMSCI 
National racing champion¬ 
ship at the Kari Motor Speed¬ 
way here on Sunday. 

It was A.S. Balaprasath 
who kick-started a fine 
morning for MSport winning 
the opening race of the day. 
His teammate, the much-ex¬ 
perienced Vishnu, and Ash¬ 
win Datta (Dark Don Racing) 
challenged him all the way 
but he stood strong to finish 
on top of the podium. 

That gave the much-need¬ 


ed confidence to Vishnu to 
step up the accelerator in 
the second race. And, he 
had his good friend and de¬ 
fending champion Raghul 
fighting hard for precious 
championship points. The 
safety car came in towards 
the closing stages but Vishnu 
(68 points) managed to score 
over his mate and, with it, 
regained the top position on 
the table. 

It is just five points that 
separates the two going into 
the final round at BIC in No¬ 
vember and it can be anybo¬ 
dy’s game from here. 

“Saturday was a night¬ 
mare for us. We did not have 
the pace but we worked all 
night and figured out the 
problems and went on to 
dominate. We made the 
most of it and also proved 
that we could come back 


from any difficulty,” said 
Vishnu. 

Earlier, Mumbai’s Aaroh 
Ravindra (Momentum Mo- 
torsports) clinched the JK 
Tyre Novice Cup that drew 
to a close with this round. 
He did not have the best of 
Saturday but managed to 
collect four points on the fi¬ 
nal day for the title. 

The results (provisional): JK 
Tyre FLGB4: Race 2:1. A S. Ba- 
Laprasath (MSport) 18:09.374; 
2. Vishnu Prasad (MSport) 
18:12.358; 3. Ashwin Datta 
(Dark Don Racing) 18:15.824. 
Race 3: 1. Vishnu Prasad 
19:25.872; 2. Raghul Rangasa¬ 
my (MSport) 19:26.830; 3. 
Ashwin Datta 19:27.810. 

JK Tyre Suzuki Gixxer Cup: 
Race 2: 1. Syed Muzammil Ali 
(Bangalore) 14:12.167; 2. Tanay 
Gaikwad (Pune) 14:12.445; 3. 
Sidharth Sajan (Coimbatore) 
14:13.942. 


Daruvala 
finishes 
overall third 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

SOCHI 

India’s Jehan Daruvala 
created history at the Rus¬ 
sian Grand Prix here by fin¬ 
ishing overall third in the 
FIA F3 championship. 

However, it was heart¬ 
break for the youngster in 
the last race of the season 
as his car did not take off 
on the formation lap. Jehan 
was fourth on the grid but 
had to start from the 
pit-lane. 

“I am happy to have fin¬ 
ished third in the cham¬ 
pionship but disappointed 
at the same time with the 
technical issues I had in the 
last two weekends, but that 
is racing.” said Jehan. 

Momota wins 
Korea Open 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SEOUL 

Top-ranked Kento Momota 
of Japan clinched the 
men’s title at the Korea 
Open badminton tourna¬ 
ment on Sunday with a 21- 
19, 21-17 win over number 
two Chou Tien-chen of 
Taiwan. 

In the women’s final, 
China’s He Bingjiao defeat¬ 
ed Ratchanok Intanon of 
Thailand 18-21, 24-22,21-17. 
Other results (final): Dou¬ 
bles: Women: Kim So-yeong 
and Kong Hee-yong (Kor) bt 
Lee So-hee and Shin Seung- 
chan (Kor) 13-21, 21-19, 21-17. 
Men: Fajar Alfian and Muham¬ 
mad Rian Ardianto (Ina) bt Ta¬ 
keshi Kamura and Keigo So- 
noda (Jpn) 21-16, 21-17. 


Sarath wins Pro-Stock 165cc Natl. 

Jagan misses out on a seventh crown 


SPOR TS REPORTER 

CHENNAI 

Sarath Kumar (Idemitsu 
Honda TenlO Racing) won 
the Pro-Stock 165cc National 
championship as the fifth 
and final round of the MRF 
MMSC FMSCI Indian Nation¬ 
al Motorcycle Racing cham¬ 
pionship concluded at the 
MMRT here on Sunday. 

Jagan Kumar (TVS Racing) 
had won six titles in a row in 
the category and was aiming 
for his seventh, but that was 
not to be. 

“I’m absolutely delighted 
to win a National champion¬ 
ship after nine years. We had 
a strategy for today’s (Sun¬ 
day’s) race and I’m happy 
that it worked well,” said Sa¬ 
rath Kumar. 

The results (provisional): 
National championship: Pro- 
Stock 301-400cc (Race-2): 1. 
Deepak Ravikumar (TVS Rac¬ 
ing) 13:31.612s; 2. KarthikMa- 
teti (Gusto Racing) 13:32.042; 
3. Rahil Shetty (Sparks Racing) 
13:35.414. Championship win¬ 
ners: Deepak (Rider), TVS Rac¬ 
ing (Team), TVS 

(Manufacturer). 

Pro-Stock 201-300cc (Race-2): 


1. Anish Shetty (Idemitsu Hon¬ 
da TenlO Racing) 13:55.497; 2. 
Naresh Babu (Eneos Honda 
Chandra Racing) 13:55.727; 3. 
Aravind Balakrishnan (Idemitsu 
Honda TenlO Racing) 
14:04.454. Championship win¬ 
ners: Anish (Rider), Idemitsu 
Honda TenlO Racing (Team), 
Honda (Manufacturer). 
Pro-Stock 165cc (Race-2): 1. 
Jagan Kumar (TVS Racing) 
15:59.392; 2. Kevin Kannan 
(Idemitsu Honda TenlO Racing) 
15:59.592; 3. Sarath Kumar 
(Idemitsu Honda TenlO Racing) 
16:10.802. Championship win¬ 
ners: Sarath Kumar (Rider), 
Idemitsu Honda TenlO Racing 
(Team), Honda (Manufacturer). 
Novice (Stock 165cc) Race-2:1. 
I. Venkatesan (Motomaniacz 
Racing) 13:09.759; 2. Y. Manoj 
(Motomaniacz Racing) 

13:09.871;3. S. Aravind (Rock¬ 
ers Racing) 13:10.028. Cham¬ 
pionship winners: Venkatesan 
(Rider), Sparks Racing (Team), 
Yamaha (Manufacturer). 

Girls (Stock 165cc): 1. Ann Jen¬ 
nifer (Sparks Racing) 
11:07.846; 2. Alisha Abdullah 
(Alisha Racing) 11:16.374; 3. Ry- 
hana Bee (Sparks Racing) 
11:17.256. Championship win¬ 
ners: Ryhana Bee (Rider), 
Sparks Racing (Team), Yamaha 


(Manufacturer). 

One-make championship: Ide¬ 
mitsu Honda India Talent Cup, 
NSF250R: Race-2: 1. Md. Mikail 
(Chennai) 11:04.901; 2. Kavin 
Samaar (Chennai) 11:09.254; 3. 
Charan Thangavel (Chennai) 
11:24.314. 

Race-3: 1. Mikail 14:26.574; 2. 
Kritik Vasant Habib (Gadag) 
14:51.658; 3. Kavin 15:04.385. 

Rider champion: Mikail. 

CBR 150: Race-2: 1. Lai Nun- 
sanga (Aizawl) 13:11.665; 2. S. 
Rajdaswanth (Tiruchi) 

13:12.646; 3. Samuel Martin 
(Bengaluru) 13:19.680. Rider 
champiomNunsanga. 

TVS Open (RR 310): Race-2:1. 

R. Anand (Chennai) 15:56.785; 
2. Aravind Ganesh (Chennai) 
15:58.363; 3. P.M. Soorya 
(Chennai) 15:58.607. Rider 
champion: Aravind. 

Novice (RTR 200): Race-2:1.1. 

Venkatesan (Chennai) 

13:17.268; 2. Y. Manoj (Chennai) 
13:17.325; 3. Anish Samson 
(Bengaluru) 13:21.648. Rider 
champion: I. Venkatesan 

(Chennai, boys) and Nivetha 
Jessica (Chennai, girls). 

Media championship: Jehan 
Darukhanawala (champion rid¬ 
er). 



In the limelight: National champions Ryhana Bee (girls), Sarath Kumar (Pro-Stock 165cc) and I. 
Venkatesan (Novice), -special arrangement 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


Bronze for 
Kirti and 
Bhowneesh 


Four former champs in fray in men’s event 

Sowjanya and Bhuvana seeded at the top in women’s section 


GROUP A (BENGALURU): 

Kerala 227 for nine in 50 
overs (Robin Uthappa 33, 
Sanju Samson 36, Sachin 
Baby 32, P. Rahul 35, Ajay 
Dev Goud three for 52) bt 
Hyderabad 165 in 44.4. overs 
(Tanmay Agarwal 69, K.M. 
Asif four for 34) 

■ Goa 266 for eight in 
50 overs (Aditya Kaush- 
ik 117, C.M. Gautam 40, 

Rahul Shukla six for 33) bt 
Jharkhand 224 in 48.1 overs 
(Ishan Kishan 43, Virat Singh 
32, Anukul Roy 40, Darshan 
Misal four for 35) 

■ Chhattisgarh 268 for 
nine in 50 overs (Shashank 
Chandrakar 54, Ashutosh 
Singh 75, Shashank Singh 45, 


hockey 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BENGALURU 

Hockey India on Sunday 
named a 33-member proba¬ 
bles list for the junior wo¬ 
men’s national coaching 
camp, beginning on Monday 
at the Sports Authority of In¬ 
dia here. India is scheduled 


Prithvi Raj Yarra three for 63) 
bt Andhra 212 in 46.5 overs 
(D.B. Prashanth Kumar 44, 
K.V. Sasikanth 35, Shashank 
Singh three for 37) 

GROUP B (VADODARA): 

Uttar Pradesh vs Haryana, 
Baroda vs Punjab, 
Maharashtra vs Himachal. 
Matches washed out 

Plate (Dehradun): Manipur 
vs Chandigarh, Nagaland vs 
Mizoram. 

Matches washed out 


Monday's matches 
(9 a.m. start) 

Elite: Group C (Jaipur): 
Bengal vs J&K, Gujarat vs 
Tripura, Madhya Pradesh 
vs Bihar 


to play a tri-nation tourna¬ 
ment from December 3 in 
Australia, with New Zealand 
the other team. 

Probables list: Goalkeepers: 

Rashanpreet Kaur, Khushboo 
and F. Ramengmawii. Defen¬ 
ders: Priyanka, Simran Singh, 
Marina Lalramnghaki, Gagan- 
deep Kaur, Ishika Chaudhary, 
Jotika Kalsi, Sumita, Akshata 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

ALMATY (KAZAKHSTAN) 

Kirti Gupta and Bhow¬ 
neesh Mendiratta com¬ 
bined to win the bronze 
medal, behind the Chinese 
teams, in the junior mixed 
trap competition in the 
Asian Shotgun champion¬ 
ship which concluded here 
on Sunday. Kirti and Bhow¬ 
neesh had earlier won the 
individual gold and helped 
the teams to the silver and 
gold medals respectively. 


Dhekale, Usha and Parneet 
Kaur. Midfielders: Baljeet Kaur, 
Mariana Kujur, Kiran, Prabhleen 
Kaur, Preeti, Ajmina Kujur, 
Vaishnavi Phalke, Kavita Bagdi, 
Baljinder Kaur, Sushma Kumari. 
Forwards: Mumtaz Khan, Beau¬ 
ty Dungdung, Gurmail Kaur, 
Deepika, Lalrindinki, Jiwan 
Kishori Toppo, Rutuja Pisal, 
Sangita Kumari, Yogita Bora 
and Annu. 


NATIONAL TENNIS 


ICAME SH SRINIVASAN 
NEW DELHI 

Will there be new winners in 
the Fenesta National tennis 
championships that begin at 
the DLTA Complex here on 
Monday? 

That will be an interesting 
point, especially in the 
men’s event in which there 
are four former winners in 
the fray, including Vishnu 
Vardhan who came through 
the qualifying event. Dalwin- 
der Singh, Mohit Mayur and 
V.M. Ranjeet are the other 
National champions who 
will hope to try and bag the 
trophy one more time. 

With the qualifying event 
running late into Sunday 
evening, the organisers had 
not yet placed the qualifiers 
in the men’s main draw. 

There will still be some 
tough first-round matches as 
Mohit takes on third seed 
Ishaque Eqbal, while the 
sixth-seeded Dalwinder 
meets Ranjeet. 


■ With the men's and 
women's winners and 
runners-up getting equal 
prize money of ?300,000 
and ?200,000 respectively, 
there will be a lot at stake 
in the best tournament of 
the domestic circuit 


Second seed Aryan Go- 
veas has drawn the talented 
left-hander Neeraj Yashpaul 
in the first round and Niki 
Poonacha has been seeded 
No. 1 and will play a qualifier. 

In the women’s event, 
Sowjanya Bavisetti and Bhu¬ 
vana Kalva have been seeded 
at the top, ahead of Vaidehi 
Chaudhari and four-time Na¬ 
tional champion Prerna 
Bhambri. 

‘Well prepared’ 

“I am well prepared and feel 
so happy to be able to com¬ 
pete after missing the last 
few years. There is always so 
much energy in the Nation¬ 
als and I am looking forward 
to the matches,” said 


Sowjanya. 

“I am hoping to get back 
to decent form with some 
good matches,” said second 
seed Bhuvana, who will start 
against the tenacious Sara 
Yadav. 

Sixth seed Sai Samhitha, a 
finalist in the past, will start 
against the player to watch, 
Rashmikaa Shrivalli Bhami- 
dipaty. Another past finalist, 
Rishika Sunkara, will open 
against eighth seed Sravya 
Shivani Chilakalapudi. 

With the men’s and wo¬ 
men’s winners and runners- 
up getting equal prize mo¬ 
ney of £100,000 and 
£200,000 respectively, there 
will be a lot at stake in the 
best tournament of the dom¬ 
estic circuit. 

The under-18 boys and 
girls events, held concur¬ 
rently, may be oversha¬ 
dowed but it is a great oppor¬ 
tunity for the juniors to have 
a close look at the profes¬ 
sionals while some of them 
manage to compete in both 
events. By hosting the tour¬ 


nament for more than 25 
years, the DCM Shriram 
Group has shown remarka¬ 
ble commitment towards the 
game in the country. 

Over the years, this tour¬ 
nament has served as the 
launch pad for many cham¬ 
pions, and it may not be any 
different this time. 

The results (qualifying final 
round): Men: Lakshit Sood bt 
Sahil Gaware 6-3, 2-6, 6-4; 
Vishnu Vardhan bt Karan Singh 
6-1, 6-3; Yash Yadav bt Hardeep 
Singh Sandhu 7-5, 5-7, 6-3; 
Chandril Sood bt Deepinder 
Bains 6-2, 6-1; Sai Karteek Gan- 
ta bt Anvit Bendre 6-3, 4-6, 
6-2; Vijayant Malik bt Lohith 
Bathrinath 6-0, 6-1. 

Women: Akanksha Nitture bt 
Sai Dedeepya 6-4, 6-2; Sudipta 
Senthilkumar bt Priyam Kumari 
6-2, 6-0; Salsa Aher bt Avishka 
Gupta 6-2, 6-0; Jagmeet Kaur 
bt Anaam Almas 7-6(0), 6-1; 
Anusha Kondaveeti bt Deepshi- 
ka Saw 6-1, 6-2; Sharannya Ga¬ 
ware bt Bunty Chongtham 6-1, 
6-0; Rashmikaa Shrivalli Bha- 
midipaty bt Kiran Kalkal 6-0, 
6-2; Shreya Tatavarthy bt 
Dakshata Patel 6-1, 6-1. 


Junior women probables named 


‘No reason to believe I am not in scheme of things’ 


Qamar looking for podium finishes 


I just want to go out and enjoy my game, says Partliiv Patel ’ 


Feels women’s squad is mix of youth and experience 



Not out, yet: Parthiv Patel is convinced that if he keeps 
scoring runs, it is still possible to make a comeback, -file photo 


S. DIP AK RAGAV 

JAIPUR 

“No one is out of Indian 
cricket at any point in time. 
History always says there 
have been a lot of come¬ 
backs.” 

That’s Parthiv Patel’s firm 
conviction as he enters his 
18th year of First Class crick¬ 
et. Three years ago, he made 
a comeback to the national 
side for the Tests against En¬ 
gland after a long period in 
wilderness. Since then the 
wicketkeeper has managed 
to stay in the reckoning, 
playing in South Africa and 
travelling to Australia late 
last year. 

But with Wriddhiman Sa¬ 
ha back and Rishabh Pant 
staking a powerful claim, the 
34-year-old is back to leading 
his State in domestic cricket 
in the Vijay Hazare trophy. 

Captain’s knock 

On Saturday, the skipper led 
from the front with a 90 
against Madhya Pradesh to 
help his side post its second 
win in as many matches in 
the competition. 

“There is no reason to be¬ 
lieve I am not in the scheme 


of things. I am just 34,” Par¬ 
thiv told The Hindu a few 
days back during a training 
session when asked about 
his chances of yet another 
return to the national side. 

“But these are external 
pressures I don’t want to 
take. I just want to go out 
and enjoy my game. If I keep 
scoring runs and the selec¬ 
tors and team management 
believe I can make a come¬ 
back, I know I am fit enough 
to be there.” 

For the likes of Parthiv, 
who made his debut for In¬ 
dia in 2002, Saha and Dinesh 
Karthik the prime of their ca¬ 
reers coincided with the ar¬ 


rival of M.S. Dhoni. 

Parthiv conceded one 
can’t worry too much about 
it because it was never going 
to be easy to replace an In¬ 
dian captain. 

“That’s how it is. When 
you are trying to represent 
India, you are fighting with 
27 keepers and it is never ea¬ 
sy- 

“Obviously what MS has 
done for India is phenome¬ 
nal and his achievements are 
there for everyone to see. As 
someone who is trying to 
take the place of the captain, 
it is always difficult. So you 
just don’t worry about these 
things. 


“You just have to go hit 
those runs and take the 
catches and I stayed positive 
during those times and that’s 
why I was able to make a 
comeback.” 

New dimension 

Recently, the left-hander 
turned analyst for Star dur¬ 
ing the World Cup and said it 
offered him a new dimen¬ 
sion to understanding the 
game. He added he wasn’t 
worried about the percep¬ 
tion it might send out about 
whether he wants to retire 
soon. 

“I know I understand the 
game well because I have the 
experience of leading Guja¬ 
rat for a while now. 

“It does help you because 
you have access to so much 
information and you see the 
game differently. You see a 
lot of player-to-player analy¬ 
sis. The broadcaster pre¬ 
pares as much as a team 
does.” 

On the targets for the up¬ 
coming season, Parthiv said, 
“I am at the stage of my ca¬ 
reer where I have played for 
18-19 years so I am just going 
to go out and have fun.” 


BOXING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO LICATA 

A fine blend of youth and ex¬ 
perience may enable the In¬ 
dian side give a better per¬ 
formance in the World 
women’s boxing champion¬ 
ships to be held in Ulan-Ude, 
Russia, from October 3 to 13. 

India, as a host, had an 
impressive outing last year 
when it had secured one 
gold, one silver and two 
bronze medals in Delhi. 

Head coach Mohammed 
Ali Qamar said apart from 
securing podium finishes, 
the boxers in Olympic 
weights would try to gather 
crucial inputs. 

“We have got experienced 
boxers in Olympic weights 
(51kg, 57kg, 60kg, 69kg and 
75kg). The event will be a 
good preparation for the 
Olympic qualifier in Wuhan 
in February,” Qamar told 
The Hindu before the team’s 
departure for Ulan-Ude on 
Sunday. 

Two of the four who land¬ 
ed medals in Delhi have mis¬ 
sed out in the new scenario. 

Sonia Chahal, a silver me- 



Loviina Borgohain. 

■FILE PHOTO 


dallist, lost to Neeraj Chahal 
in the competitive trials for 
57 leg. The latter had 
shocked Sonia and Asian 
bronze medallist Manisha 
Maun to win the India Open 
gold earlier this year. Sim- 
ranjit Kaur, a bronze medal¬ 
list in 64kg, came down to 
60kg but lost to the sea¬ 
soned and determined Sari- 
ta Devi. 

Six-time World champion 
M.C. Mary Kom, the gold 
medallist in 48kg, has 
jumped to 51kg and has got¬ 
ten into the groove to chase 
her Olympic dream. 

Lovlina Borgohain, a 69kg 
bronze medallist, is the lone 
boxer who returns to the 


Worlds in the same weight. 

The strong Saweety Boo- 
ra, a former Worlds silver 
medallist who defeated Poo- 
ja Rani - the 81kg Asian title 
holder who reduced weight 
to prepare for the Olympics 
- in the 75kg trials, will also 
attract some attention. 

Qamar expressed confi¬ 
dence about the build-up. 

“The sparring session in 
Italy earlier this month has 
motivated us. There were 
boxers from strong coun¬ 
tries like France, South Ko¬ 
rea and China. Sparring with 
the Chinese, who are among 
the best and don’t go out for 
such camps, was the biggest 
positive. 

“Our foreign coach (Ra- 
faelle Bergamasco) has fo¬ 
cused on areas like strength, 
combination (of punches), 
body attack and upper cuts. 
Overall, we are well-pre¬ 
pared,” said Qamar. 

The squad: Manju Rani (48kg), 
Mary Kom (51kg), Jamuna Boro 
(54kg), Neeraj (57kg), Sarita 
Devi (60kg), Manju Bomboriya 
(64kg), Lovlina Borgohain 
(69kg), Saweety Boora (75kg), 
Nandini (81kg), and Kavita Cha¬ 
hal (+81 kg). 
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Versallies in line 
for a hat-trick 


HYDERABAD: Versallies, who is in 
good form, may complete a hat-trick 
in the P.R. Khade Memorial Cup 
(1,100m), the main event of the 
races to be held here on Monday 
(Sept. 30). 

1 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (Div. II), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 
(Terms), 1-25 p.m.: 1. Born Greek (6) 
Aneel 56, 2. Dazzling King (4) 
Kuldeep Singh 56, 3. Golden Faraska 
(11) N. Rawal 56, 4. Mind Reader (10) 
Nakhat Singh 56, 5. Star Racer (1) 
Deepak Singh 56, 6. Stepper (2) G. 
Naresh 56, 7. Unstoppable (7) Suraj 
Narredu 56, 8. Angel Tesoro (3) Ak- 
shay Kumar 54.5, 9. Aristocrat 
Charm (9) Ajeeth Kumar 54.5, 10. 
Green Turf (5) A.A. Vikrant 54.5 and 
11. My Dream (8) Gaddam 54.5. 

1. ANGEL TESORO, 2. UNSTOPPABLE, 
3. ARISTOCRATS CHARM 

2 GRAND ENTRY PLTE (Div. I), 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
upto 25 (Cat. Ill), 1-55:1. Escalating 
Striker (6) Akshay Kumar 60, 2. 
Loch Stella (8) C.P. Bopanna 60, 3. 
Hurricane (3) Kuldeep Singh 59, 4. 
Air Salute (4) Afroz Khan 58.5, 5. 
Dippy Dip (2) Ajeeth Kumar 58.5. 6. 
Country's Pet (5) Santosh Raj 57, 7. 
Jazz It Up (9) R. Ajinkya 57,8. All Star 
General (7) Rohit Kumar 55.5 and 9. 
Sisco (1) G. Naresh 55.5. 

1. HURRICANE, 2. LOCH STELLA, 3. 
ESCALATING STRIKER 

3 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (Div. Ill), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 
(Terms), 2-25:1. Buzz Light Year (4) 
Akshay Kumar 56, 2. Dimension (10) 
Rohit Kumar 56, 3. Gusty Note (1) 
ICiran Naidu 56, 4. Sterling King (5) 
G. Naresh 56, 5. Alliston (7) Kuldeep 
Singh 54.5, 6. California Beauty (8) 
A.A. Vikrant 54.5, 7. Her Legacy (6) 
Suraj Narredu 54.5, 8. Merry Dane 
(3) Gopal Singh 54.5, 9. Red River (9) 
B.R. Kumar 54.5 and 10. Royal Girl 
(2) Nakhat Singh 54.5. 

1. BUZZ LIGHT YEAR, 

2. HER LEGACY, 3. GUSTY NOTE 

4 P.R. KHADE MEMORIAL PLATE 
(1,100m), 3-y-o & over, rated 40 
to 65 (Cat. II), 3-00:1. Mon General 
(4) Akshay Kumar 60, 2. Versallies 
(3) Suraj Narredu 59.5, 3. Honest 
Hunter (1) B.R. Kumar 58, 4. Aon 
Aon Aon (8) Abhay Singh 57.5, 5. La 
Mer (2) A.A. Vikrant 56.5, 6. Max (5) 
Jitendra Singh 56, 7. Bayrd (7) 
Rafique Sk. 54, 8. Linewiler (9) 
Kuldeep Singh 53.5 and 9. Rapid Fire 
(6) Koushik 53.5. 

1. VERSALLIES, 

2. AON AON AON, 3. MON GENERAL 


ALMANAC PLATE (2,200m), 4-y-o 
& over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. Ill), 3- 
30: 1. Wings Of Eagles (7) B.R. Ku¬ 
mar 60, 2. Brave Warrior (2) Rohit 
Kumar 59, 3. Nazariya (6) Akshay 
Kumar 57.5, 4. Alexanderthegreat (1) 
Ajeeth Kumar 56, 5. Ashwa Arjun (5) 
G. Naresh 56, 6. Mossad (3) Afroz 
Khan 53.5 and 7. Semira (4) Abhay 
Singh 53.5. 

1. NAZARIYA, 2. WINGS OF EAGLES, 3. 
MOSSAD 

6 SMT. TEEGALA SULOCHANA 
REDDY MEMORIAL CUP (Div. I), 
(1,100m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), 
(Terms), 4-00: 1. Bar Et Law (6) 
Koushik 56, 2. City Of Blossom (1) 
Deepak Singh 56, 3. Glendale (10) 
Kunal Bunde 56, 4. Mehrzad (5) Ak¬ 
shay Kumar 56, 5. Starwalker (8) G. 
Naresh 56, 6. Tough And Go (7) Gad- 
dam 56, 7. Excelsior (3) Ajeeth Ku¬ 
mar 54.5, 8. Incredulous (4) Kiran 
Naidu 54.5, 9. Light Music (9) Nakhat 
Singh 54.5, 10. Safra (11) Suraj 
Narredu 54.5 and 11. Whiskery (2) 
A.A. Vikrant 54.5. 

1. SAFRA, 2. CITY OF BLOSSOM, 3. 
MAHRZAD 

7 JAGTIYAL PLATE (1,800m), 4-y-0 
& over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II), 4- 
30:1. N RI Power (10) Kuldeep Singh 
60.5, 2. Durango (2) Ajeeth Kumar 
58, 3. Big Brave (1) Suraj Narredu 
57.5, 4. That's My Magic (3) Akshay 
Kumar 57, 5. Lockhart (11) Deepak 
Singh 56.5, 6. Nayadeep (9) Ashhad 
Asbar 56, 7. Treasure Striker (6) Ro¬ 
hit Kumar 55.5, 8. Platinum Claasz 
(5) Afroz Khan 54, 9. The Special 
One (7) Koushik 54,10. Somerset (4) 
R. Ajinkya 53.5,11. Egyptian Prince 
(8) Nakhat Singh 52 and 11. Shiloh 
(12) R.S.Jodha 50. 

1. BIG BRAVE, 2. THAT'S MY MAGIC, 3. 
N R I POWER 

8 GRAND ENTRY PLATE (Div. II), 
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
upto 25 (Cat. Ill), 5-00:1. Handsome 
Duo (2) Ajeeth Kumar 60, 2. Vallee 
Ikon (1) B.R. Kumar 59.5, 3. Best 
Friend (8) Jitendra Singh 59, 4. 
Country's Gift (5) Suraj Narredu 
58.5, 5. Ultimate Risk (4) Kunal 
Bunde 57.5, 6. Lion Heart (9) R.S. 
Jodha 57, 7. Cowboys Delight (6) Ak¬ 
shay Kumar 56.5, 8. Bombastic (3) 
Gaddam 55.5 and 9. New Hope (7) 
Ashhad Asbar 51. 

1. NEW HOPE, 2. HANDSOME DUO, 3. 
COWBOYS DELIGHT 

Day’s best: nazariya 
Double: BUZZ LIGHT YEAR - SAFRA 
Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8; Mini Jkt: 5, 6, 7 & 8; 
Tr (i): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 3, 4 & 5; (iii): 6, 7 & 
8; Tla: all races. 


Maiden SAFF tide for u-18 team 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KATHMANDU 

India lifted the SAFF under-18 
football championship for the 
first time, defeating Bangla¬ 
desh 2-1 in the title clash here 
on Sunday. 

India surged ahead in the se¬ 
cond minute when Vikram Par- 


tap Singh sped past his marker 
and banged the ball in. 

The match-winner came in 
injury time as the nippy Ravi 
Bahadur Rana scored off a 
screamer from about 30 yards. 

Yeasin Arafat reduced the 
margin in the 40th minute. 



CATERING 

• For 350 pre-paid and 
post-paid trains and 
530 static units 

• Online meal ordering 
through App “Food on 
Track” and website 


RAIL NEER 

• Ten Rail Neer plants 
operational 

• Ranked top performer 
by “Consumer Voice” 
Magazine, 2017 


TRAVEL AND TOURISM 

• Hotel reservations 

• Rail, land, cruise and air 
tour packages 

• Air ticket bookings 

• Buddhist circuit train 

• Tourist Trains - Budget 
and Luxury Segment 


INTERNET TICKETING 

• More than 7.2 million logins per day 

• More than 25 million transactions 
per month 

• More than 0.84 million tickets booked 
through www.irctc.co.in and Rail 
Connect on a daily basis 


LUXURY TRAIN TOURS 

• World's leading luxury tourist 
train, Maharajas’ Express 


FACILITATING 
SMOOTH JOURNEYS 


We are the only entity authorized by Indian Railways to provide 
catering services at railways, online railway tickets and 
packaged drinking water at railway stations & trains in India. 


SATTE Award for “Excellence in Domestic Tour Operations” in 2017 
Included in the Fortune India Next 500 list for the year 2016 - 2017 
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Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) 


Mini Ratna (Category ■ I Public Sector Enterprise) 


www.irctc.com 


INDIAN RAILWAY CATERING AND TOURISM CORPORATION LIMITED is proposing, subject to applicable statutory and regulatory requirements, receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to make an initial public offer 
of its Equity Shares and has filed the red herring prospectus (“RHP”) with Registrar of Companies, N.C.T. of Delhi & Haryana. The RHP is available on the websites of the SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in, websites of the Stock Exchanges at www.bseindia.com 
and www.nseindia.com, and on the websites of the BRLMs i.e., www.idbicapital.com,www.sbicaps.com and www.yesinvest.in. Investors should note that investment in Equity Shares involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to the same, see 
“Risk Factors” on page 24 of the RHR Potential investors should not rely on the draft red herring prospectus for making any investment decision. 

The Equity Shares have not been and will not be registered under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”) or any other applicable law of the United States and, unless so registered, may not be offered or sold within the United 
States, except pursuant to an exemption from, or in a transaction not subject to, the registration requirements of the Securities Act and applicable state securities laws. Accordingly, the Equity Shares are only being offered and sold outside the United States 
in offshore transactions in reliance on Regulation S under the Securities Act and pursuant to the applicable laws of the jurisdictions where those offers and sales are made. There will be no public offering of the Equity Shares in the United States. 
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Rana Motors 

D.D. Motors 

Krish 

Rana Motors 

Krish 

Fairdeal 

Saya 

=I= _ 

T.R. Sawhney 

Competent 

AAA Vehicleades 

Prem Motors 

Rohan 

D.D. Motors 

Bagga Link 

Rana Motors 

^ Zj 

(Narela) 

(Saraswati Vihar) 

(Peeragarhi) 

(Badli) 

(Prashant Vihar) 

(Wazirpur) 

(Pitampura) 

(Tis Hazari) 

(GT Karnal Road) 

(Budh Vihar) 

(Azadpur) 


(Amar Colony) 

(Lajpat Nagar) 

(Malviya Nagar) 

(Mahipalpur) 

(Chhatarpur Metro Station) 

(Okhla Ph-1) 

(Kotla) 

(Safdarjung) 

Z Q 

9873563171 

9582263509 

25963535 

9999324333 

9711507777 

27153999 

9999159577 

9873477744 

9999149577 

7290009371 

47088888 

cn Q 

9999563333 

8377007979 

9971500011 

8745887458 

011-66764444 

40523000 

8826892666 

26712222 


Rohan 

_1 

Competent 

T.R. Sawhney 

Magic Auto 

s 

T.R. Sawhney 

Competent 

Magic Auto 

AAA Vehicleades 

Competent 

Magic Auto 

TR Sawhney 

Competent 

Rana Motors 

D.D. Motors 

Magic Auto 


Fair Deal Cars 

Competent 

Bagga Link 

(Mathura Road) 

frlli 

ZLU 

(C.P) 

(I.P Station) 

(Karol Bagh) 


(Rajouri Garden) 

(Najafgarh) 

(Dwarka Sec-13) 

(Mundka) 

(Dwarka) 

(Palam Dabri Road) 

(Naraina) 

(Shivaji Marg) 

(Janakpuri) 

(Mayapuri) 

(Sec-20, Dwarka) 

O 

{ 7 : 

(Shahdara) 

(Gazipur) 

(Patparganj) 

9560036262 

o 

9582797749 

9999399157 

9650699556 

s 

9873781333 

9582797763 

9818444481 

9650445555 

9582797879 

47777777 

9999137164 

9582797748 

011-47911111 

41845000 

9560677777 

35 

9910894050 

8377007977 

9818199370 


T.R. Sawhney 

Magic Auto 

Fairdeal 

< 

Fairdeal Cars 

Rohan 

Vipul 

Vipul 

oc 

Rohan 

1 

Prem Motors 

Rohan 

Prem Motors 

Vipul 

Pasco 

Competent 

Rana Motors 

Pasco 

Competent 

3 

CD 

TCS Autoworld 

Auto Nation 

(Gokulpuri) 

(Preet Vihar) 

(Bhajanpura) 

o 

(Sec-10) 

(Sec-1) 

(Sec-18) 

(Sec-63) 

LUO 

(Udyog Vihar) 

o 

oc 

(32nd Milestone) 

(Sec-54) 

(JMD Sikanderpur) 

(UdyogVihar) 

(Sec-18) 

(Islampur Sohna Road) 

(SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29) 

(Silverton Sec-50) 

(Sec-12) 

£ 

(Neelam Chowk) 

(Mathura Road) 

9999399150 

011-49077777 

7290009372 

z 

9999700944 

9873501288 

8800091555 

0120-4824000 

oe:z 

o 

9971910523 

=5 

CD 

8750487504 

4845400 

8750987509 

4395700 

4012000 

9582797739 

4260000 

7835003300 

9582797711 

g 

0129-4252525 

9899596002 


Vipul 

Rohan 

Fairdeal Cars 

Vipul 

ad 

Platinum Motocorp 

Platinum Motocorp 

Platinum Motocorp 

Platinum Motocorp 

cn 

<t 

CO 

Motorcraft 

T.R. Sawhney 

Regent Auto 

Rohan 

Motorcraft 

Rohan 

< 

Pasco 

oc 

Auto Vibes 

Auto Vibes 

7082010000 

Auto Vibes 

|l 

Rohan 

(Ballabgarh) 

(Palwal) 

(Piyali Chowk) 

(Mathura Road) 


(Farrukhnagar) 

(Pataudi) 

(Narnaul) 

(IMT Chowk) 

<c 

(Sahibabad) 

(Mohan Nagar) 

(Meerut Road) 

(Hapur) 

(Modi Nagar) 

(Mukund Nagar) 

nz 

o 

(Alipur) 

i 

(Bawal) 

(Kosli) 


(Delhi Road) 

9717073300 

01275-304100 

9582139824 

9999994707 


9205192634 

9953345311 

9053088437 

9953345312 

e> 

9650972222 

9582263544 

7065191234 

0122-2313204 

8057692222 

9650100045 

CO 

8683000956 


7082100280 

01259-275300 

J 

05732-281900 


DZIRE (P) 


DZIRE (D) 


SWIFT (P) 


SWIFT (D) 


CONSUMER OFFER* 


?30,000 


?35,000 + 5 Yr. Warranty 


^25,000 


^30,000 + 5 Yr. Warranty 


EXCHANGE OFFER* 


? 20,000 


^20,000 


? 20,000 


? 20,000 


CORPORATE OFFER* 


?5,000 


0,000 


?5,000 


?10,000 


TOTAL SAVINGS (up to)* 


?55,000 


?84,100 


?50,000 


?77,700 


*Terms and Conditions apply. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers. Offers may vary from city to city, and variant to variant for all models. Corporate offer value is maximum offer value, and same is applicable to selected corporates only. For diesel variants, warranty amount calculated is of the 
highest variant. Offer valid till stock lasts. Exchange offer valid at True Value outlets only. Accessories shown may not be part of standard equipment. For more details, contact your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealer. Delivery applicable for Navratra days falling in September 2019. 


E-book today at www.marutisuzuki.com or visit your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealership | For bulk orders, mail at: anindya.sarkar@maruti.co.in (NCR); abhinav.verma2@maruti.co.in (Delhi) 


LIMITED PERIOD ONLY 


THE BEST OFFERS 
OF THE YEAR. 

THIS NAVRATRA* BRING HOME YOUR FAVOURITE 
MARUTI SUZUKI CAR 



















































































